NFL 

Coaches dig at 
officiating after 
pair of costly calls 

Back page 



MILITARY 

Army eyes virtual 
training ground amid 
cyber defense push 

Page 2 


/4M£ faces 

f Morgan Spurlock 
JR takes a second bite 
M of the fast-food world 


Army identifies Green Beret killed in action in Afghanistan »pages 


STARS 



STRIPES. 

stripes com 


Volume 78 , No. no ©ss 2019 Wednesday, September 18, 2019 ISI^U 7 Tg 23 gi 7 ^ ^«¥ 5 o 500/Free to Deployed Areas 



Rahmat Gul/AP 


Afghan police inspect the site of a suicide attack in northern Parwan province, Afghanistan, on Tuesday. A Taliban suicide bomber on a 
motorcycle targeted presidential guards who were protecting President Ashraf Ghani at a campaign rally. 


Deadly attacks rock Afghanistan 


Taliban target Ghani election rally, capital 


By Rahim Faiez 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Sepa¬ 
rate attacks by suicide bombers 
— one targeting President Ashraf 
Ghani’s election rally and a sec¬ 
ond that ripped through the cen¬ 
ter of the Afghan capital — killed 
at least 48 people and wounded 
scores more Tuesday in the dead¬ 
liest single day since a peace 
agreement with Taliban insur¬ 
gents was declared dead. 

The Taliban claimed respon¬ 
sibility for both blasts, saying 


an explosives-laden motorcycle 
targeted Ghani’s election rally 
being held on the outskirts of 
Charakar in northern Parwan 
province. Ghani was present but 
unhurt, his campaign chief said. 
In that explosion, 26 people were 
killed, according to Nasrat Ra- 
himi, spokesman for the Interior 
Ministry. Four among the dead 
were Afghan military personnel, 
he said. An additional 42 people 
were wounded, many of them 
women and children. 

SEE ATTACKS ON PAGE 6 



Ebrahim Noroozi/AP 

Afghan security forces guard the site of a suicide attack near the 
U.S. Embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Tuesday. 


Army set to 
hit goal for 
enlistments 


We’re 
trying 
to make 


By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A year after 
failing to meet its enlistment goal 
for the first time in 13 years, the 
U.S. Army is now on track to meet 
a lower 2019 target after revamp¬ 
ing its recruitment effort. 

Army leaders told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press that they expect to 
sign up more than 68,000 active- 
duty soldiers for the fiscal year 
that ends Sept. 
30 as the larg¬ 
est branch of the 
U.S. military in¬ 
creasingly turns 
to social media 
sure that and other new 
online methods 
to find potential 
recruits. 

Last year, the 
Army brought 
in about 70,000 
new active-duty 
recruits, well 
below the 76,500 
it needed amid 

of the Armv low unem P lo y- 
ot the Army ment and tough 

competition 
from higher-paying civilian com¬ 
panies. Meeting the lower 2019 
figure is considered a victory for 
a service that has struggled to 
compete for young people who 
are less familiar with the military 
and that was criticized last year 
for using more bad-conduct waiv¬ 
ers and other waivers to meet en¬ 
listment goals. 

“We’re smoothing out the Ar¬ 
my’s growth,” Gen. James McCo- 
nville, chief of staff of the Army, 
said in an AP interview. “What we 
want to do is have modest growth 
over the next couple of years. And 
we’re trying to make sure that 
the end strength we have is high 
quality.” 

Army leaders dispute the idea 
that they lowered the goal to help 
meet expectations. Instead, they 
said they plan to gradually grow 
the Army from 476,000 mem¬ 
bers last year to about 490,000 
SEE ENLISTMENT ON PAGE 7 
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Army virtual training ground near 



Steven Stover/U.S. Army 


From left, Spc. Ashley Lethrud-Adams, Pfc. Kleeman Avery and Sgt. Alexander Lecea 
provide cyberspace operations support while training at Fort Irwin, Calif., this year. The 
Army has been expanding its cyber and electronic warfare capabilities in recent years. 


Army activates 
support units for 
troops in Poland 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

The U.S. Army is adding more cyber 
defense teams and intensifying the train¬ 
ing required of its high-tech operators to 
better equip them to take on 21st-century 
adversaries, the head of U.S. Cyber Com¬ 
mand said. 

A new “persistent cyber training envi¬ 
ronment,” which will allow units to train 
virtually on the kinds of networks used by 
adversaries, will be set up within six to 12 
months, CYBERCOM’s Gen. Paul M. Na- 
kasone said Monday, as quoted in an Army 
statement. 

The idea is that cyber warriors will face 
realistic attack scenarios, much like com¬ 
bat brigades experience at the National 
Training Center on Fort Irwin, Calif. 

“It will make a huge difference in collec¬ 
tive training for cyber teams and improve 
their readiness,” Nakasone said during an 
Association of the U.S. Army forum. 

The National Guard and Army Reserve 
are also adding 21 cyber teams to the 20 
active Army defensive cyber protective 
teams, Nakasone said. 

The Army has been actively expanding 
its cyber and electronic warfare capabili¬ 
ties in recent years, expecting them to play 
a key role in how wars are fought in the 
not-too-distant future. 

But there are questions about whether 
Army cyber and electronic warfare units 
are stretched thin and adding personnel 
faster than they can be properly trained. 
In August, the Government Account¬ 
ability Office warned that in the push to 
adapt to “great power competition” and 
threats posed by Russia and China, Army 
cyber units “are short of both people and 
equipment.” 

The Army will step up the rate at which 
it trains cyber teams, Nakasone said. 

Since 2015, more than 330 cyber of¬ 
ficers have been trained at the Army’s 
cyber school at Fort Gordon, Ga., but that 
number is expected to grow to about 200 
officers per year, he said. On the enlisted 


side, about 250 soldiers have been trained 
as cyber operators, he said, a number also 
expected to grow significantly. 

In addition, the Army is now able to 
deploy teams abroad to conduct cyber 
defensive operations. Last year, CYBER- 
COM had three teams deployed in Europe 
during the U.S. midterm elections to co¬ 
ordinate with partners to track attempts 
at meddling with the democratic process. 
“This was done exquisitely in the midterm 
elections,” Nakasone said. 

The U.S. teams were able to tell partners, 
“We know that adversaries are within your 
network, and let’s identify them,” he said. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 

Twitter:@john_vandiver 



U.S. Cyber Command 

U.S. servicemembers take part in the 
Cyber Flag 19-1 exercise in June in 
Suffolk, Va. 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — The 
Army Reserve activated seven new units 
this week, including a regional group ca¬ 
pable of supporting thousands of soldiers 
such as those in Poland, where troops are 
deployed to deter Russian activities. 

Col. Scott K. Thomson, deputy command¬ 
er of the 7th Mission Support Command, 
presided over the activation ceremony for 
the 510th Regional Support Group and six 
subordinate units at U.S. Army Garrison 
Rheinland-Pfalz, Sembach Kaserne. 

“It’s becoming increasingly clear that 
our Army Reserve units and Soldiers in 
Europe are indispensable to the security 
posture to European Command, NATO 
and United States Army Europe,” Thom¬ 
son was quoted as saying in an Army 
statement. 

Several existing 7th MSC units will be 
aligned under the 510th RSG to support 
U.S. European Command and U.S. Army 
Europe. The 510th is the only forward-sta¬ 
tioned regional support group “organic to” 
USAEUR, the Army said. It has been staff¬ 
ing up in preparation for activation since 
late 2017 and is expected to oversee nearly 
a dozen units. 

The brigade-level command and head¬ 
quarters can support base camp opera¬ 
tions for 6,000 or more soldiers in-theater, 
such as the more than 4,500 deployed on a 
rotational basis at about half a dozen bases 
in Poland, the Army said. 

Other units activated were the 83rd Sus¬ 
tainment Support Battalion and its head¬ 
quarters company out of Kaiserslautern, 
Wiesbaden-based 319th Military History 
Detachment, Grafenwoehr’s 530th Move¬ 
ment Control Team and the 603rd Move¬ 
ment Control Team based in Vicenza, Italy, 
under the 446th Movement Control Battal¬ 
ion. The 406th Human Resource Company 
was inactivated, the statement said. 
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Green Beret NCO killed by small-arms fire 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
Pentagon identified the Green 
Beret killed in Afghanistan this 
week as Sgt. 1st Class Jeremy W. 
Griffin, who was on his fourth 
combat deployment. 

Griffin, 40, of Greenbrier, 
Tenn., was killed Monday by 
small-arms fire while engaged 
in combat operations in central 
Wardak province, U.S. Army Spe¬ 
cial operations Command said in 
a statement. 

The special forces communi¬ 
cations sergeant was assigned to 
3rd Battalion, 1st Special Forces 


Group (Airborne), at Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord, Wash. 

“The loss of Sgt. 1st Class Grif¬ 
fin is felt across the 1st Special 
Forces Group (Airborne) Fam¬ 
ily and the entire Special Forces 
community,” said Col. Owen G. 
Ray, 1st SFG (A) commander. 
“He was a warrior — an accom¬ 
plished, respected and loved Spe¬ 
cial Forces Soldier that will never 
be forgotten.” 

Griffin was born in Panama in 
1978 and enlisted in the Army in 
April 2004, when he was 25. 

As a graduate of the 61-day 
Ranger School at Fort Benning, 
Ga., and the 64-week Korean 
language course at the Defense 


Language Institute in Monterey, 
Calif., he completed one of the 
military’s most challenging 
physical courses and one of its 
most academically demanding 
schools. 

His death is the first combat fa¬ 
tality in Afghanistan since Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump ended nearly 
a year of peace negotiations with 
the Taliban this month. 

The insurgent group is active 
in Wardak and had announced 
this month that more Americans 
would be killed if Trump ended 
peace talks, but it’s still unclear 
who was responsible for Griffin’s 
death. The incident is under in¬ 
vestigation, the Pentagon said. 


Trump and officials in his ad¬ 
ministration have promised to 
increase operations against the 
insurgents since the talks were 
scuttled more than a week ago 
following a suicide car bombing 
attack in Kabul that killed Army 
Sgt. 1st Class Elis A. Barreto 
Ortiz, 34, and 11 others. 

Before his most recent tour in 
Afghanistan, Griffin deployed 
with the 82nd Airborne Division 
to Iraq in 2006 and Afghanistan 
in 2009. After completing the Spe¬ 
cial Forces Qualification Course 
in September 2014, he deployed 
to Afghanistan with 1st SFG (A) 
in 2016 and served on a rotation 
in Korea in 2018. 


He had also served with 7th 
Special Forces Group (Airborne) 
before attending training to be¬ 
come a Green Beret, USASOC 
spokesman Lt. Col. Loren Bymer 
said in a statement. 

Griffin’s awards and decora¬ 
tions include the Bronze Star 
medal, two awards of the Army 
Commendation medal, four 
awards of the Army Achievement 
medal, Combat Infantry Badge, 
Combat Action Badge, and Rang¬ 
er and Army Special Forces Tabs. 
He was posthumously awarded a 
Bronze Star and Purple Heart, 
Bymer said. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Chad 
Garland contributed to this article. 


Air Force is turning 
72, but 5th Air Force 
was the first to fight 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — 
The Air Force celebrates its 72nd 
birthday Wednesday but the 5th 
Air Force, which oversees U.S. 
air power in the Far East, has 
been in action even longer. 

The Yokota-based unit was 
formed as part of the Army Air 
Corps on Sept. 13, 1941, as the 
Philippine Department Air Force 
and was redesignated the 5th Air 
Force in 1942, the unit’s histori¬ 
an, Gregory Mattson, said during 
a tour of its western Tokyo head¬ 
quarters last week. 

Before the Air Force became a 
separate service, members of the 
5th Air Force had participated 
in the defense of the Philippines. 
Some were captured and forced 
to join the Bataan Death March 
while others evacuated to Austra¬ 
lia and continued the fight, Matt¬ 
son said. 

The history of the 5th Air 
Force’s World War II and Korean 
War exploits features prominent¬ 
ly throughout the headquarters, 
which is off-limits to most person¬ 
nel on Yokota. 

The entrance to the building 
includes photographs of 14 5th 
Air Force Medal of Honor win¬ 
ners, including Mqj. Louis Se- 
bille, a fighter pilot who was the 
first member of the newly formed 
service to receive the nation’s 
highest award for valor, posthu¬ 
mously, for his actions on Aug. 
5, 1950, during the Battle of the 
Busan Perimeter. 

Sebille was the commanding of¬ 
ficer of the 67th Fighter-Bomber 
Squadron, 18th Fighter-Bomber 
Group, 5th Air Force, according to 
his biography on the Department 
of Defense’s official website. 

In the first weeks of the Ko¬ 
rean War he led a formation of 
F-51 Mustangs armed with guns, 
rockets and 500-pound bombs 
into enemy territory, the biogra¬ 
phy states. 


“They were ordered to attack 
a camouflaged area filled with 
enemy troops, artillery and ar¬ 
mored vehicles that were threat¬ 
ening the security of friendly 
ground troops,” the biography 
states. “Sebille took a pass at the 
targets and tried to drop both 
bombs, but only one released. 
He went on to strafe the enemy 
and shoot off some rockets, and 
at some point, his plane was se¬ 
riously damaged by anti-aircraft 
fire.” 

Telling a wingman, “I’ll never 
be able to make it back. I’m going 
back to get that bastard,” Sebille 
flew his jet — still armed with a 
500-pound bomb — directly into 
several enemy gun batteries. His 
plane and the targets erupted into 
a huge ball of fire, the biography 
states. 

“The Korean conflict was the 
first combat operation under the 
Air Force,” Mattson said. 

Today the 5th Air Force is 
charged with supporting the de¬ 
fense of Japan and advancing 
U.S. interests and broader Indo- 
Pacific security through bilateral 
air, space and cyber cooperation. 
It also ensures U.S. air forces are 
ready to respond rapidly to a con¬ 
tingency, he said. 

The headquarters walls are 
decorated with paintings show¬ 
ing aircraft from different eras. 
There are also trophies and 
awards won by members of the 
unit, patches that flew in the 
space shuttle Atlantis and medals 
worn by Col. Paul Irvin “Pappy” 
Gunn, a former naval aviator who 
flew for the 5th Air Force in the 
Philippines during World War II. 

One wall includes photographs 
of commanders dating back to 
Lt. Gen. Kenneth Wolfe, the first 
commander of the 5th Air Force 
in the newly independent service. 

Prior to World War II, Wolfe di¬ 
rected the development of the bar¬ 
rier-breaking B-29 Superfortress, 
which surpassed the B-17 Flying 


I 



Photos by Seth RoBSON/Stars and Stripes 


Gregory Mattson, the 5th Air Force historian, last week shows off a painting in the unit headquarters 
that depicts a World War II exploit of Col. Paul Irvin “Pappy” Gunn. The 5th Air Force predates the U.S. 
Air Force, which celebrates its 72nd birthday Wednesday. 


Fortress and played a key role in 
the Allied victory in the war. 

Wolfe, who has a conference 
room named in his honor at the 
headquarters, took command in 
early October 1945, about 10 days 
after the 5th Air Force arrived on 
the main islands Japan, Mattson 
said. 

Members of the unit helped 
establish both the Japan Air Self- 
Defense Force and Republic of 
Korea Air Force during its early 
years, he said. 

The unit had other homes in 
Japan, including at Fuchu Air Sta¬ 
tion, also in Tokyo, before coming 
to Yokota in 1974, he said. 

Chief Master Sgt. Brian Kru- 
zelnick, the 5th Air Force com¬ 
mand chief, who works across 
the hall from the photographs of 
past commanders, said it’s im¬ 
pressive how long the unit has 
brought air power to the Pacific 
and how strong that commitment 
remains. 

“We are surrounded by the 
biggest threats in our national 
defense strategy, so we have to 
be ready to roll at any time,” he 
said. 


robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


A flag given by the Japanese people in remembrance of the relief 
effort that followed the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami in 
Japan hangs in the 5th Air Force headquarters at Yokota Air Base. 
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Iran's supreme leader: No talks with US 


By Nasser Karimi 

AND AYA BATRAWY 

Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — Iran’s 
supreme leader said Tuesday “there will 
be no talks with the U.S. at any level” — re¬ 
marks apparently meant to end all specu¬ 
lation about a possible U.S.-Iran meeting 
between the two countries’ presidents at 
the U.N. later this month. 

Iranian state TV quoted Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, who’s been personally sanc¬ 
tioned by the Trump administration, as 
saying this is the position of the entire 
leadership of the country and that “all offi¬ 
cials in the Islamic Republic unanimously 
believe” this. 

“There will be no talks with the U.S. at 
any level,” he said. 

His comments come as Iran faces alle¬ 
gations it is behind a devastating weekend 
attack on a Saudi oil field and the world’s 
largest crude oil processing plant that 
knocked out 5.7 million barrels of crude 
oil production per day, or about 5% of the 
world’s daily production. It also took out 2 
billion cubic feet of daily gas production. 

Aramco, the Saudi oil company targeted, 
said no workers were injured in the attack. 

The attack early Saturday on the king¬ 


dom’s facilities in the east was claimed 
as multiple drone strikes by Iran-allied 
Houthi rebels in Yemen. 

Saudi Arabia, however, says the attack 
did not come 
from Yemen 
and said initial 
investigations 
show Iranian 
weapons were 
used. The king¬ 
dom has not 
yet said where 
the attack was 
launched from 
or what kind of 
weapons were 
involved. 

The U.S has 
made similar 
Ayatollah Ali allegations, 
Khamenei § oin g so far as 
supreme leader of Iran t0 sa y attack 
may have been 
launched from 
Iran itself or nearby Iraq, where Iran has 
powerful proxy militias on the ground. 

Iran has denied the charges. 

Saudi Arabia on Tuesday called on the 
international community “to shoulder its 
responsibility in condemning the perpe¬ 
trators” and “clearly confronting” those 


All Iranian 
officials, from 
the president 
and the foreign 
minister to all 
others, have 
announced 
that we do not 
negotiate (with 
the U.S.).' 


Saudi oil attack is part of 
a dangerous new pattern 


By Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — The 
assault on the beating heart of Saudi Ara¬ 
bia’s vast oil empire follows a new and 
dangerous pattern that’s emerged across 
the Persian Gulf this summer of precise 
attacks that leave few obvious clues as to 
who launched them. 

Beginning in May with the still-un¬ 
claimed explosions that damaged oil tank¬ 
ers near the Strait of Hormuz, the region 
has seen its energy infrastructure repeat¬ 
edly targeted. Those at- 
ANALYSIS tacks culminated with 
Saturday’s assault on the 
world’s biggest oil proces¬ 
sor in eastern Saudi Arabia, which halved 
the oil-rich kingdom’s production and 
caused energy prices to spike. 

Some strikes have been claimed by 
Yemen’s Houthi rebels, who have been 
battling a Saudi-led coalition in the Arab 
world’s poorest country since 2015. Their 
rapidly increasing sophistication fuels sus¬ 
picion among experts and analysts, how¬ 
ever, that Iran may be orchestrating them 
—or perhaps even carrying them out itself, 
as the U.S. alleges in the case of Saturday’s 
attack. 

“Iran can count on public skepticism 
to afford it some deniability under any 
circumstances, but an attack of this mag¬ 
nitude stands a much greater chance of 
provoking very severe diplomatic and 
military consequences,” warned Michael 
Knights, a senior fellow at The Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy. 

For its part, Iran claimed only one at¬ 
tack during this period, the shootdown of a 
U.S. military surveillance drone it alleges 
entered its airspace on June 20. It publicly 
gave medals to the paramilitary Revolu¬ 
tionary Guard members who manned the 
anti-aircraft battery that downed the drone. 
It separately has acknowledged seizing oil 


tankers, the most prominent one the Brit¬ 
ish-flagged Stena Impero on July 19. 

However, the attacks on the oil tank¬ 
ers and the Houthi-claimed assaults on 
Saudi Arabia’s oil infrastructure would 
match up with previous incidents blamed 
on Tehran. Experts describe Iran as rely¬ 
ing on so-called nonattributable attacks 
when blame is difficult to assign given the 
circumstances. 

The reasons for this are severalfold. 
Since its 1979 Islamic Revolution, Iran 
has been unable to purchase sophisticated 
weapons from the West like its Gulf Arab 
neighbors. Its air force remains replete 
with prerevolution, American-made F- 
4s, F-5s and F-14s, as well Soviet fighter 
jets. The U.S. Navy sank half of Iran’s op¬ 
erational fleet in a one-day naval battle in 
1988 amid the so-called “Tanker War.” 

While it has built its own missile arsenal, 
experts say Iran’s armed forces would suf¬ 
fer in a head-to-head military confronta¬ 
tion. Launching attacks that can’t be easily 
linked back to Tehran limits the chance of 
direct retaliation. 

Separately, Tehran has worked to grow 
a network of proxy forces in the Mideast. 
Iran backs the Lebanese militant group 
and political party Hezbollah, which offers 
it a way to pressure Israel, a longtime foe 
in the region. 

Iran has worked to do the same with the 
Houthis, members of a Shiite Zaydi sect 
who seized the capital, Sanaa, in Septem¬ 
ber 2014. Attacks claimed or attributed to 
those groups may have involved Tehran 
directly or indirectly, analysts say. 

Those who allege Iran’s involvement 
point to the timing of the attacks coincid¬ 
ing with key moments in the unraveling of 
Iran’s 2015 nuclear deal with world pow¬ 
ers, which President Donald Trump uni¬ 
laterally withdrew the U.S. from on May 8, 
2018. That sparked a U.S. sanctions cam¬ 
paign that has cut off much of Iran’s oil ex- 


behind the attack. The government’s state¬ 
ments were carried in state-run media fol¬ 
lowing a weekly Cabinet meeting that was 
overseen by King Salman, who was quoted 
saying Saudi Arabia is capable of defend¬ 
ing against such “cowardly attacks.” 

Current tensions stem from President 
Donald Trump’s decision to pull the U.S. 
out of the 2015 nuclear deal between Iran 
and world powers. He also reimposed and 
escalated sanctions on Iran that sent the 
country’s economy into free fall, including 
targeting its oil exports. 

Khamenei said the U.S. wants to prove 
its “maximum pressure policy” against 
Iran is successful. 

“In return, we have to prove that the 
policy is not worth a penny for the Iranian 
nation,” Khamenei said. 

“That’s why all Iranian officials, from 
the president and the foreign minister to 
all others, have announced that we do not 
negotiate (with the U.S.) either bilaterally 
or multilaterally,” he said. 

There had been reports about a possible 
meeting between Trump and his Iranian 
counterpart, Hassan Rouhani, during the 
upcoming U.N. General Assembly next 
week in New York. 

Trump declared Monday it “looks” like 
Iran was behind the explosive attack on 
the Saudi oil facilities. But he stressed that 


military retaliation was not yet on the table 
in response to the strike against a key U.S. 
Mideast ally. 

Trump, alternating between aggressive 
and nonviolent reactions, said the U.S. 
could respond “with an attack many, many 
times larger,” but also, “I’m not looking at 
options right now.” 

Earlier, he had said the U.S. was “locked 
and loaded.” He also said the impact of 
oil production shortages would not be sig¬ 
nificant on the U.S., which is a net energy 
exporter. 

Oil prices fell on Tuesday after their big¬ 
gest single-day jump in years due to the 
damaging attack. Brent, the international 
benchmark, is down 5.3% to $65.34. 

Saudi Arabia’s energy minister was ex¬ 
pected to give an update on the country’s 
oil production at some point Tuesday. 

The American Automobile Association 
said Tuesday that Americans can expect 
local pump prices to start to increase 
this week by as much 25 cents per gallon 
throughout September. 

“Whether this is a short- or long-term 
trend will be determined by the price of 
crude oil prices and how quickly the fa¬ 
cilities in Saudi Arabia can recover and 
get back online,” said Jeanette Casselano, 
AAA spokesperson. 



ISNA/AP 


An oil tanker burns in the Gulf of Oman on June 13 after one of several attacks in the 
region that Iran is suspected of being involved in. 


ports from the international market amid 
promises by Iranian officials that no one 
would be able to export oil from the region 
if Tehran couldn’t. 

A year to the day Trump withdrew from 
the nuclear deal, Iran warned it would 
begin enriching its uranium closer to weap- 
ons-grade levels. Four days later, on May 
12, the first mysterious attacks struck oil 
tankers off the Strait of Hormuz. Two days 
after that, the Houthis said they struck 
Saudi Arabia’s crucial East-West Pipeline 
in a drone attack. 

As Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei met Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe, who carried a message from 
Trump on June 13, a Japanese oil tanker 
and another vessel came under attack. A 
video later released by the U.S. military 
appeared to show Iranian forces removing 
a magnetic bomb, known as a limpet mine, 
from the Japanese vessel, something never 
explained by Iran. The Guard shot down 
the U.S. drone on June 20. 

Saturday’s attack on Saudi Arabia came 
after Iran further stepped away from the 
nuclear deal and ahead of the United Na¬ 
tions General Assembly later this month 
amid speculation of a possible meet¬ 
ing there between Trump and Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani. Khamenei on 


Tuesday squashed the idea of any Trump- 
Rouhani talks. 

Satellite images of the attacked Saudi 
sites released by the U.S. afterward show 
damage done largely in a northern direc¬ 
tion at the sites. If any attack had come 
from Yemen, the southern sides of the 
structures would have been damaged, U.S. 
officials say. 

To the north across the Persian Gulf lies 
Iran and Iraq, where Iran-backed Shiite 
militias operate. Iraq has denied the attack 
came from there. Kuwait, which sits be¬ 
tween Iraq and Saudi Arabia and is close to 
western Iran, has acknowledged investigat¬ 
ing reports of a drone or low-flying object 
speeding over the oil-rich country early 
Saturday just before the Saudi attack. 

U.N. investigators have said the Houthis’ 
new UAV-X drone likely has a range of up 
to 930 miles. That, in theory, could put the 
plant and the oil field struck Saturday in 
range. The U.N., Gulf Arab nations and the 
U.S. accuse Iran of supplying arms to the 
Houthis, something Tehran denies. 

But Houthi drones typically detonate 
in the air or when they slam into a target, 
spraying out shrapnel like buckshot. The 
Houthis have used their drones in attacks 
that way in the past, with one captured on 
video in January exploding over a crowd at 
a military parade. 
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Bradley Portin/AP 


A Navy jet flies over a home in Coupeville, Wash., on March 28 in 
a photo from video provided by Bradley Portin, who is among three 
dozen residents who filed a federal lawsuit against the Navy. 


Senate panel finds F-35 
savings claim dwindles 


Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon’s F-35 program 
office promised $1.2 billion in savings from buying 
parts and equipment in bulk for Lockheed Martin 
Corp.’s fighter jet, but it now estimates only about a 
third of those savings, according to a Senate panel. 

The estimate of $435 million saved from buying 
in bulk was disclosed by the Senate Appropriations 
Committee in the new report accompanying its de¬ 
fense spending bill for fiscal 2020. 

While the Defense Department has boasted of 
progress in controlling costs of the F-35, the most 
expensive U.S. weapons system, the shortfall on sav¬ 
ings from bulk-buying underscores the continuing 
challenge for a fleet of planes expected to cost at least 
$428 billion to develop, build and upgrade. Addition¬ 
ally, it will cost as much as $1.1 trillion to support and 
maintain the fleet through 2077. 

F-35 program officials sought and won congres¬ 
sional approval in 2017 to spend $661 million as a 
down payment on parts for 207 U.S. aircraft to be 
purchased this year and in 2020. The pitch was that 
would save $1.2 billion for the U.S. and allies that buy 
the fighter, split evenly. 

Officials testified to Congress that the estimated 
savings were validated by in-house evaluators, “an 


industry analysis and an independent assessment 
conducted by Rand Corp.” 

The latest estimate of $435 million in savings fol¬ 
lows an earlier projection of $595 million from the 
Pentagon’s independent cost analysis office, accord¬ 
ing to the committee. 

“The committee notes that the actual savings will 
be realized and confirmed when parts are delivered,” 
the panel said in its report, which directed the F-35 
program office to provide a final tally of the savings 
no later than 30 days after passage of the final fiscal 
2020 spending bill. 

A spokesman for the F-35 office didn’t have an im¬ 
mediate comment on the Senate report. 

Despite the skeptical note on cost savings, the Ap¬ 
propriations panel added 18 F-35s to the Pentagon’s 
request for 78; its House counterpart added 12. A 
final number would have to be negotiated in a House- 
Senate conference. 

The F-35 continues to undergo congressionally 
mandated operational combat testing needed before 
Pentagon acquisition chief Ellen Lord decides wheth¬ 
er the aircraft can enter full-rate production — the 
most lucrative phase for Bethesda, Md.-based Lock¬ 
heed. That decision is scheduled for December. 


Island residents file 
lawsuit against Navy 
over Growler jet noise 


Canadian exec admits transferring 
US Navy rescue sub data to China 


By Gene Johnson 

Associated. Press 

SEATTLE — When Marge 
Plecki and her husband built 
their retirement home on an is¬ 
land north of Seattle in 2002, they 
were aware the Navy conducted 
training flights at a small airstrip 
nearby. 

The noise was bearable, though, 
and she planned around them by 
running errands or doing other 
chores while the jets roared. 
That changed dramatically in 
March, when the number of EA- 
18G Growlers in the skies vastly 
increased. 

The noise has sent Plecki and 
more than three dozen other resi¬ 
dents of Whidbey Island’s Admi¬ 
ral’s Cove neighborhood to court, 
filing a lawsuit last week seek¬ 
ing compensation for what they 
say is their inability to use their 
property. 

The neighborhood is a small 
enclave less than 1 mile from the 
end of the landing strip. 

Plecki said that four days a 
week — for hours on weekday 
afternoons, evenings or even 
late at night — the jets scream 
relentlessly just 200 to 250 feet 
overhead as they practice “touch- 
and-go” landings akin to those 
used on aircraft carriers. 

She and her neighbors can’t 
hold conversations at their kitch¬ 
en tables, the lawsuit says. Even 
indoors they wear earplugs inside 
of noise-canceling headphones 
and they still can’t sleep. 

Cracks from the noise vibra¬ 
tions have appeared in the walls 


and window seals, the lawsuit 
claims. 

The lawsuit, which was filed in 
the U.S Court of Federal Claims, 
seeks compensation for the loss of 
the use of the residents’ property. 

It’s the second recent case chal¬ 
lenging the Navy’s operations. 
The state of Washington sued in 
July, saying the Navy failed to ad¬ 
equately consider the effect the 
expanded flight operations would 
have on people or wildlife. 

The Navy’s public affairs office 
cited a policy of not commenting 
on litigation. 

The Navy in March authorized 
the expansion of its Growler pro¬ 
gram by up to three dozen jets, 
adding to the 82 already based on 
Whidbey Island, a 55-mile-long 
island north of Seattle. 

The Growlers, which conduct 
electronic warfare to jam enemy 
communications and launch sys¬ 
tems, are louder than the earlier 
ones the Navy used, including the 
EA-6B Prowler, the lawsuit said. 

When it approved the expansion 
plan, the Navy said the number 
of flights would be comparable 
to those that occurred from the 
1970s through the 1990s. It also 
said it would continue to invest 
in technologies to reduce engine 
and aircraft noise. 

The small airstrip’s geographic 
features approximate what it’s 
like to land on an aircraft carrier, 
making it an asset for training, 
the Navy has said. The strip was 
built during World War II and 
has been used for emergency and 
practice landings to varying de¬ 
grees since then. 


The Washington Post 

A Canadian businessman and 
his company have pleaded guilty 
to charges related to the transfer 
to China of technical details about 
a U.S. Navy undersea submarine 
rescue vehicle in an effort to sell 
versions to the Chinese navy, U.S. 
court records show. 

Glen Omer Viau, a Canadian 
citizen, pleaded guilty last week 
to a misdemeanor in federal 
court in Washington, admitting 
to transferring without autho¬ 
rization a thing of value to the 
United States. In a plea deal with 
U.S. prosecutors, Viau and the 
government valued the data as 
worth less than $1,000. 

Viau attorney Preston Bur¬ 
ton and a spokeswoman for the 
U.S. attorney’s office declined to 
comment. 

Viau’s company, OceanWorks 
International of Vancouver, Brit¬ 
ish Columbia, also pleaded guilty 
to a felony count of making false 
statements to U.S. authorities 
by omitting that the company 
worked on a proposal with its 
Chinese parent company to sell 


a version to China’s navy, for¬ 
mally called the People’s Lib¬ 
eration Army Navy. In a plea 
agreement, prosecutors agreed 
to recommend a fine of $84,000 
at sentencing. 

U.S. District Judge Colleen 
Kollar-Kotelly set sentencing in 
both cases for Dec. 2. 

In plea papers, Viau acknowl¬ 
edged he and OceanWorks 
shared a technical drawing with 
its Beijing Co. parent firm relat¬ 
ed to the U.S. Navy’s Pressurized 
Rescue Module, a remotely op¬ 
erated rescue vehicle capable of 
docking with a sunken sub 2,000 
feet underwater and carrying up 
to 18 people. 

OceanWorks held commercial 
rights to the data, which it devel¬ 
oped for the Navy, but Viau knew 
the Navy also expected confiden¬ 
tiality for certain rights it had 
to some data, according to plea 
filings. 

Beijing Co., based in China, 
purchased OceanWorks and its 
intellectual property for $20 
million in September 2016 and 
began trying to sell a version of 


its submarine rescue technology 
to the Chinese military, accord¬ 
ing to court filings. 
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Attacks: Insurgents 
targeted Afghan army 
base in 2nd bombing 



Rahmat Gul/AP 

Afghan police inspect the site of a suicide attack in northern Parwan province, Afghanistan, on Tuesday. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

In the second bombing, just 
hours later in the heart of Kabul, 
not far from the U.S. Embassy, 
the Taliban said they were target¬ 
ing an Afghan army base. They 
killed 22 people, government of¬ 
ficials said. Scores more were 
wounded. 

The violence comes as Afghan¬ 
istan faces presidential elections 
on Sept. 28 — a vote the Taliban 
insurgents vehemently oppose. 
The group has warned Afghans 
not to vote in the election and said 
their fighters would target elec¬ 
tion campaigns as well as polling 
stations. 

The bomber who attacked 
Ghani’s rally detonated his ex¬ 
plosives at the entrance to the 
rally, according to Hamed Aziz, 
a spokesman form Ghani’s cam¬ 
paign office. Aziz said the ex¬ 
plosion occurred some distance 
from where Ghani was address¬ 
ing a crowd of about 2,200. 

Ghani condemned both 
attacks. 

“By continuing their crimes, 
the Taliban have once again 
proven that they have no will 
and desire for peace and stabil¬ 
ity in Afghanistan and that all 
their movements are nothing but 
deceit,” Ghani was quoted as say¬ 
ing in a statement released by the 
presidential palace. 


There were many women and 
children among the casualties 
in the bombing near Ghani’s 
rally, said Qasim Sangin, a local 
official. 

Local television footage of the 
attack showed twisted wreckage 
and charred remains of military 
and police vehicles that were ap¬ 
parently positioned near where 
the powerful blast went off. 

Firdaus Faramarz, spokesman 
for the Kabul police chief, said the 
attack in the heart of the Afghan 
capital took place near Massood 
Square, a deeply congested in¬ 
tersection in the center of Kabul. 
NATO and U.S. compounds are 
located nearby, as are several Af¬ 
ghan government ministries. 

Zabihullah Mujahid, a Taliban 
spokesman, released a statement 
to the media saying Taliban sui¬ 
cide bombers were behind both 
attacks. 

In Parwan, Mujahid said the 
bomber targeted presidential 
guards who were protecting 
Ghani and the rally, along with 
other members of the security 
forces. Four military personnel 
were among the dead. 

Campaigning for the Afghan 
elections resumed last week after 
President Donald Trump de¬ 
clared that the U.S.-Taliban talks, 
which have been going on for 
months in the Gulf Arab state of 


Qatar, are over. 

Most presidential candidates 
had suspended their campaigns 
while negotiations were taking 
place and as the U.S. peace envoy, 
Zalmay Khalilzad, said a deal was 
all but signed. 

Trump’s tweets declaring the 
deal and the talks were “dead” 
launched the war-battered nation 
on an election campaign. 

Ghani, who had been sidelined 
during much of the talks between 
Khalilzad and the Taliban, re¬ 
sumed campaigning immediately 
and had been steadfast in his de¬ 
mand that presidential polling 
should take place. 

Khalilzad and some of Ghani’s 
rivals, however, had talked of es¬ 
tablishing an interim administra¬ 


tion to run the country while a 
peace deal was implemented. 

In the aftermath of the scrapped 
talks, Afghans braced for what 
many expected to be an increase 
in violence. The Taliban have re¬ 
fused to discuss a cease-fire and 
have stepped up attacks across 
the country. 

Meanwhile, Afghan forces 
backed by their U.S. allies have 
intensified raids on militant hide¬ 
outs in recent weeks. 

The Taliban have also refused 
to meet with representatives of 
Ghani’s government for talks, 
but it was two attacks in Kabul in 
recent weeks that caused Trump 
to halt the negotiations with the 
Taliban, including one that killed 
two NATO soldiers, one of whom 


was an American. Another U.S. 
soldier died in combat in Afghan¬ 
istan on Monday. 

Monday’s death was the 17th 
U.S. combat death in Afghanistan 
this year, according to the Penta¬ 
gon’s count. There also have been 
three noncombat deaths this year. 
More than 2,400 Americans have 
died in the nearly 18-year war. 

Even as the bombs went off in 
Afghanistan, the Taliban were on 
the move looking for support. 

On Tuesday, the Afghan Tal¬ 
iban were in Iran visiting offi¬ 
cials in Tehran, while last week 
they were in the Russian capital 
holding consultations with Zamir 
Kabulov, President Vladimir Pu¬ 
tin’s envoy for Afghanistan. 


China, US clash over ‘belt and road’ in Afghan resolution 


By Edith M. Lederer 

Associated. Press 

UNITED NATIONS — China 
and Russia clashed with the U.S. 
and other U.N. Security Council 
members Monday over China’s in¬ 
sistence on including a reference 
to Beijing’s $1 trillion “belt and 
road” global infrastructure pro¬ 
gram in a resolution on the U.N. 
political mission in Afghanistan. 

The mission’s six-month man¬ 
date expired Tuesday, and coun¬ 
cil members met behind closed 
doors for more than 2 V 2 hours 
Monday, unable to agree on a text 


because of China’s demand. Rus¬ 
sian Ambassador Vassily Neben- 
zia, the current council president, 
told reporters afterward that dip¬ 
lomats were working on a new 
text and “we’re in the process of 
reaching a compromise.” 

He said the council would meet 
again late Tuesday morning in 
hopes of reaching unanimous 
agreement. 

This is the second time in six 
months that the resolution to keep 
the U.N. political mission in Af¬ 
ghanistan operating has become 
embroiled in controversy over 


“belt and road” language. 

Resolutions extending the man¬ 
date of the Afghan mission for a 
year in 2016, 2017 and 2018 had 
language welcoming and urg¬ 
ing further efforts to strengthen 
regional economic cooperation 
involving Afghanistan, including 
through the huge “belt and road” 
initiative to link China to other 
parts of Asia as well as Europe 
and Africa. 

But in March, when the man¬ 
date renewal came up, U.S. Dep¬ 
uty Ambassador Jonathan Cohen 
objected, saying Beijing was in¬ 


sisting on making the resolution 
“about Chinese national political 
priorities rather than the people 
of Afghanistan.” 

He said the Trump adminis¬ 
tration opposed China’s demand 
“that the resolution highlight its 
belt and road initiative, despite its 
tenuous ties to Afghanistan and 
known problems with corruption, 
debt distress, environmental dam¬ 
age and lack of transparency.” 

Chinese Deputy Ambassa¬ 
dor Wu Haitao countered at the 
time that one council member 
— almost certainly referring to 


the U.S. — “poisoned the atmo¬ 
sphere.” He said the “belt and 
road” initiative was “conducive 
to Afghanistan’s reconstruction 
and economic development,” add¬ 
ing that since it was launched six 
years ago, 123 countries and 29 
international organizations had 
signed agreements with China on 
joint development programs. 

The result of the standoff was 
that instead of a one-year man¬ 
date renewal for the Afghan mis¬ 
sion, the mandate was renewed 
in March for just six months 
in a simple text, without any 
substance. 


Officials warn Aviano power outage might continue into 2nd day 


Stars and Stripes 

Workers were scrambling to 
restore power on Aviano Air Base 
on Tuesday, but base officials 
warned that the power outage 
may continue into a second day. 

The outage, which officials said 
was due to a cut power line in 
Area 2, forced the base’s school 
to close early and dental appoint¬ 
ments and evening classes at the 
education center to be canceled 


Tuesday, the base’s official Face- 
book page said. 

A decision had not yet been 
made on whether services in 
Area 1 of the base would reopen 
Wednesday, a late afternoon post 
on the official Facebook page 
said. 

Residents and workers were 
being directed to check the air 
base’s Facebook page or the 
Aviano app for updates on the 
reopening of the schools, youth 


programs, education center and 
other sites. 

When the power outage began 
Tuesday morning, school-age 
child care was provided only for 
children of mission-essential per¬ 
sonnel and child care workers. 

The 31st Medical Group ex¬ 
pected to provide limited services 
on the second day of the outage, it 
said on Facebook. 

All radiology and optometry 
appointments were canceled for 


the day, and family health and 
pediatrics would not be accepting 
walk-ins, the post said. 

The pharmacy would be dis¬ 
pensing only emergency medica¬ 
tions, and all dental appointments 
before noon were canceled. 

All morning appointments with 
public health were also canceled, 
and there would be no predeploy¬ 
ment screenings or occupational 
health or audiogram services. 

The appointment line, sick 


clinic and immunizations would 
also be unavailable. It was not 
yet clear whether women’s health 
services would be available. 

“Thank you for your patience,” 
the medical group’s posting said. 
“We look forward to serving you 
at full capacity when the power is 
restored.” 

A full list of the affected medi¬ 
cal services is available on the 
medical group’s Facebook page. 

news@stripes.com 
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Lawsuit claims ill GI forced to 
get Anthrax vaccine 3 times 



Future U.S. Army soldiers recite the oath of enlistment last month at 
Chase Field in Phoenix. The Army has an additional 13,000 recruits 
under contract to join the service in the fiscal year that begins Oct. 1. 

Enlistment: Army recruited 
at new events, refocused on 
certain cities to boost numbers 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

by 2024, seeking more high-qual¬ 
ity recruits who will be less like¬ 
ly to fail or get injured in early 
training. 

McConville and Army acting 
Secretary Ryan McCarthy said it 
took time to institute changes in 
the recruiting over the past year 
but that the shifts have started to 
show promise. Already recruiters 
have an additional 13,000 recruits 
under contract to join the service 
in the fiscal year that begins Oct. 
1, giving them a jump on next 
year’s totals. 

They said the recruiting goal 
for next year will be between 
68,000 and 69,000. 

After a massive buildup to fight 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
the Army in recent years slashed 
more than 50,000 soldiers as 
those conflicts scaled back. Now, 
to meet military demands, the 
Army needs to grow again. 

But in the effort to enlist more 
soldiers, Army leaders faced crit¬ 
icism, including from Congress, 
over the expanded use of waivers 
for recruits with previous mari¬ 
juana use, bad conduct and health 
problems. 

The use of waivers triggered 
worries that the service would 
repeat mistakes made during 
the war buildup when recruiters 
brought in more youth with his¬ 
tories of misconduct, drugs and 
crime, which led to discipline and 
behavior problems in the units. 

Now Army leaders say they 
have reduced waivers and im¬ 
proved the quality of recruits. 

Maj. Gen. Frank Muth, head 
of Army Recruiting Command, 
said there were 3.4% fewer waiv¬ 
ers this year and that includes 
the lowest percentage of conduct 
waivers in two decades. He said 
that about 12% of the recruits in 
2019 needed a waiver to get in 
and less than 9% this year needed 
one. 

To meet the recruiting goal 
while limiting waivers and rais¬ 
ing standards, the Army in¬ 
creased the number of recruiters 


Mike Scheck/U.S. Army Recruiting Command 


and targeted 22 cities that had 
historically been challenging 
areas. And, Muth said, “we have 
changed from the industrial age 
into the digital age in how we’re 
recruiting.” 

Historically, the top method of 
getting recruits has been in per¬ 
son. But young people are now 
more interested in connecting 
online than face to face. 

As a result, Muth said, “the 
numbers point to the fact that for 
the first time the paradigm shift 
is about to occur and our No. 1 
prospecting and lead generation 
for next year is going to be the in 
the virtual recruiting station.” 

For example, he said, a tradi¬ 
tionally top recruiting event like 
the Houston rodeo would gener¬ 
ate about 350 leads for recruit¬ 
ers to follow up. At the Salt Lake 
City gaming tournament last July 
recruiters got about 1,400 leads 
over one weekend, he said. 

Two years ago, McCarthy said, 
the Army spent half of its market¬ 
ing budget on television ads and 
half on digital ads. Now, he said, 
90 percent is on digital. 

“We’re embracing the digital 
age,” he said, adding that officials 
are learning as they go along. 
“You need to touch the same set 
of eyeballs about six times before 
they have a conversation with a 
recruiter.” 

The Army beefed up enlist¬ 
ment efforts in 22 targeted cities 
this year and improved in 16 of 
them, including New York, Phila¬ 
delphia, Los Angeles, McCarthy’s 
hometown of Chicago and McCo- 
nville’s hometown of Boston. Re¬ 
cruiters fell short in six others, 
including Seattle, Miami and Or¬ 
lando, Fla. McCarthy said Army 
leaders plan to keep visiting those 
cities until the goals are met. 

Army officials are hopeful that 
the Army National Guard and 
Army Reserve, which also fell far 
short of their recruiting goals last 
year, will meet their targets but 
may not know until the end of the 
month. 


The (Tacoma, Wash.) News Tribune 

A soldier at Joint Base Lewis- 
McChord, Wash., has sued the 
United States, alleging she was 
forced to get anthrax vaccines 
that made her seriously ill. 

Emel Bosh, 35, said she had to 
get the vaccine three times, even 
after she objected when they 
started making her more sick. 

Court records allege she had 20 
to 25 “life-threatening seizures” 
after the final vaccine and that 
the vaccines weren’t necessary 
because the chemical specialist 
wasn’t scheduled to deploy to a 
high-risk area. 

Madigan Army Medical Center 
sent The News Tribune’s request 
for comment about Bosh’s lawsuit 
to the U.S. Attorney’s Office. 

A U.S. Attorney’s Office spokes¬ 
person referred the newspaper to 
its court filings in the case. 

The government has asked the 
court to dismiss the lawsuit, ar¬ 
guing in part in its motion that 
due to Feres v. United States “and 
a long line of binding precedent, 
claims by active duty personnel 
arising out of their service, and 
derivative claims by their estates 
or family members, are barred.” 

“[E]ven accepting the version 
of the facts set forth in Plaintiffs’ 
complaint, Plaintiffs have failed to 
state a constitutional claim,” one 
of the government’s filings says. 

The so-called Feres Doctrine, 
which prevents military mem¬ 
bers from suing the United States 
in connection with their service, 


made news earlier this year in the 
same state. The family of a Navy 
nurse who died after giving birth 
in Bremerton argued that they 
should be able to sue for medical 
malpractice. The U.S. Supreme 
Court declined to hear the case in 
May, The Seattle Times reported. 

A House bill introduced in 
April seeks to make an exception 
for medical malpractice cases. 

Bosh argues the Feres Doctrine 
doesn’t apply to her case because 
the vaccine was “very likely ap¬ 
plied in a discriminatory manner 
based on Emel’s experience,” one 
of her court filings says. 

It goes on to say: “[M]any of the 
actions taken by her superiors, 
both in Missouri and in Washing¬ 
ton state, amount to deliberate, 
intentional harassment, discrimi¬ 
nation, and possibly criminal ac¬ 
tivity, if it can be shown that the 
forced administration of the an¬ 
thrax vaccine was due to her re¬ 
ligious background or in working 
as a female chemical specialist.” 

“[H]er injuries stem from the 
illegal activity, forcing only her, 
a highly educated female im¬ 
migrant from a predominately 
Muslim country, to undergo an 
unnecessary ‘medical’ treatment 
despite her explicit refusals, and 
not from activities incident to ser¬ 
vice,” the court filing says. 

She came to the United States 
from Turkey in 2012 to complete 
a master’s degree and later de¬ 
cided that she wanted to serve in 
the military. 


Her lawsuit, which seeks un¬ 
specified damages, ended up in 
U.S. District Court in Tacoma in 
July. It gives this account of what 
happened: 

Bosh had flu-like symptoms 
after she first got the vaccine in 
December 2017 at Madigan Army 
Medical Center. She asked to be 
excused from the second vaccine 
in April 2018 but wasn’t. After 
that vaccine, she had vomiting, 
went to the emergency room with 
migraine headaches and was ill 
for eight or nine days. 

“Before her third vaccination, 
Emel explained to her provider 
that she had significant adverse 
reactions to the previous two 
anthrax vaccines and again re¬ 
quested a waiver, but she was told 
that she is a soldier and that she 
is required to receive the vac¬ 
cine and that her past would not 
qualify her for an exemption,” the 
lawsuit says. “She not only plead¬ 
ed with the doctor, but also to the 
patient advocate and her chain of 
command — which did not sup¬ 
port the immunization due to her 
previous reaction(s).” 

Bosh transferred units and was 
able to delay the third vaccine for 
a week. She was forced to get it 
Aug. 2, 2018. Again, she started 
vomiting. She also had bouts of 
shivering, chest pain and ulti¬ 
mately seizures. 

The complaint says informed 
consent is required for the an¬ 
thrax vaccine and that Bosh 
never gave it. 
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House Dems holding 
first hearing in 
impeachment probe 


By Mary Clare Jalonick 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — As they 
investigate President Donald 
Trump, Democrats on the House 
Judiciary Committee will hold 
their first official hearing in what 
they are calling an impeachment 
investigation. 

Corey Lewandowski, Trump’s 
outspoken, loyal former cam¬ 
paign manager, was scheduled 
to appear Tuesday to discuss the 
report by former special coun¬ 
sel Robert Mueller. But it was 
unlikely that Democrats would 
get much new information as 
they decide whether to draft ar¬ 
ticles of impeachment against the 
president. 

“Excited about the opportunity 
to remind the American people 
today there was no collusion no 
obstruction,” Lewandowski, who 
is considering a Senate run in New 
Hampshire, tweeted in the hours 
before the hearing. “There were 
lots of angry Democrats who tried 
to take down a duly elected Presi¬ 
dent. Tune in. #Senate2020” 

Lewandowski is echoing 
Trump’s characterization of the 
Mueller report, a characteriza¬ 
tion that isn’t fully accurate. 
Mueller found that there was 
not enough evidence to establish 
a conspiracy between Trump’s 
campaign and Russia, and he also 
found that Trump could not be 
exonerated on obstruction of jus¬ 
tice. Attorney General William 
Barr later made his own decision 
on obstruction, saying there was 
insufficient evidence. 

A devoted friend and supporter 
of the Republican president, Le¬ 
wandowski is likely to fiercely 
defend Trump — and he isn’t ex¬ 
pected to elaborate much beyond 
what he told Mueller’s investiga¬ 
tors last year. Mueller himself 
testified this summer, with no 
bombshells. 

Two other witnesses who were 
subpoenaed alongside Lewan¬ 
dowski — former White House 
aides Rick Dearborn and Rob 
Porter — won’t show up at all, on 
orders from the White House. 

The hearing underscores what 
has been a central dilemma for 
House Democrats all year — they 
have promised to investigate 
Trump aggressively, and many of 
their base supporters want them 
to move quickly to try to remove 
him from office. But the White 
House has blocked their oversight 
requests at most every turn, de¬ 
clining to provide new documents 
or allow former aides to testify. 

The Republican Senate is cer¬ 
tain to rebuff any House efforts to 
bring charges against the presi¬ 
dent. And moderate Democrats in 
their own caucus have expressed 
nervousness that the impeach¬ 
ment push could crowd out their 
other accomplishments. 


Still, the Judiciary panel is 
moving ahead, approving rules 
for impeachment hearings last 
week. Among those guidelines 
is allowing staff to question wit¬ 
nesses, as will happen for the first 
time with Lewandowski. 

Lewandowski was a central 
figure in Mueller’s report. Muel¬ 
ler’s investigators detailed two 
episodes in which Trump asked 
Lewandowski to direct then-At- 
torney Gen- 



£ 


frequent notes during his time 
there that were detailed through¬ 
out the report. He resigned last 
year after public allegations of 
domestic violence by his two 
ex-wives. 

In letters to the committee on 
Monday, the White House said 
that Dearborn and Porter were 
“absolutely immune” from testi¬ 
fying. White House counsel Pat 
Cipollone wrote that the Justice 
Department had advised, and 
Trump had directed, them not 
to attend “because of the consti¬ 
tutional immunity that protects 
senior advisers to the president 
from compelled congressional 
testimony.” 

Democrats say the White 
House’s rationale isn’t legally 
sound. 

In a statement, House Judi¬ 
ciary Committee Chairman 
Jerrold Nadler said the White 
House’s position is “a shocking 
and dangerous assertion of ex¬ 
ecutive privilege and absolute 
immunity.” 



Fernando Llano/AP 


A U.S. Customs and Border Protection officer checks the documents of migrants who are on their way 
to apply for asylum in the United States as they depart Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, early Tuesday. 


Texas tent courtrooms open 
for migrant asylum cases 


By Nomaan Merchant 

Associated Press 

SAN ANTONIO — Tent court¬ 
rooms opened Monday in two 
Texas border cities to help pro¬ 
cess thousands of migrants who 
are being forced by the Trump 
administration to wait in Mexico 
while their requests for asylum 
wind through clogged immigra¬ 
tion courts. 

The court in Laredo opened 
with a judge who appeared by 
videoconference. Critics have de¬ 
nounced the proceedings because 
they are closed to the public and 
difficult for attorneys to access to 
provide legal representation. 

One by one, the migrants stood 
up inside the tent and said they 
were afraid to be sent back to 
Mexico. The group included a 
woman from Honduras cradling 
her 4-year-old daughter, a Sal¬ 
vadoran man who said he was 
fleeing death threats and anoth¬ 
er man who said he was in hid¬ 
ing while he awaited a chance to 
enter the U.S. 

The immigrants are caught up 
in a Trump administration policy 
officially called the Migrant Pro¬ 
tection Protocols, but often known 
as the “Remain in Mexico” pro¬ 


gram. They spoke by video with 
the judge in San Antonio, where 
observers who wanted to watch 
the hearings had to go. 

Judge Yvonne Gonzalez had 52 
cases on her docket. On the other 
side of the screen, 26 people were 
in court in Laredo. Gonzalez could 
see them on a TV in her court¬ 
room. After about 20 minutes, 
Gonzalez was close to ending the 
hearing when one man raised his 
hand and asked to speak. She told 
him to go ahead. 

“I’m not under any condition 
to demand anything,” he said 
through a translator. “But I would 
like to ask you. My family is ac¬ 
companying me, and we’re fear¬ 
ful of being in Mexico.” 

Gonzalez said she would ad¬ 
dress him afterward. Then a sec¬ 
ond person asked to speak and 
also said he was afraid. Eventu¬ 
ally, eight people spoke. 

One woman said she had to 
pay someone to bring her back 
for her hearing. Another person 
said she had been kidnapped and 
mugged. 

The Associated Press is not 
identifying the migrants who 
spoke out of concern for their 
safety. 

Gonzalez looked to the attorneys 


from the U.S. government present 
in the courtroom and asked about 
Mexico’s role. “Are they helping 
with a place to stay?” 

One of the attorneys, Kevin 
Terrill, replied that he did not 
know. 

The judge conferred with U.S. 
government attorneys, then re¬ 
sumed court. She had each person 
who feared going back to Mexico 
approach the front of the room so 
they would be close on her televi¬ 
sion screen, then told them a se¬ 
curity guard would take them to 
another room in the tent so they 
could be screened by a different 
agency to determine whether 
they would have to go back. 

Hours earlier, around 200 mi¬ 
grants were told to report to the 
bridge crossing in Nuevo Laredo, 
Mexico, at 4:30 a.m. so they could 
be taken across the bridge and 
directly into the tent court on the 
other side. 

A second tent court is in Browns¬ 
ville. Journalists are barred from 
the tents, even though immigra¬ 
tion court hearings are generally 
open to the public. 

Unlike in criminal proceedings, 
public defenders are not provided 
in immigration cases. Few mi¬ 
grants can afford a lawyer. 


Source: NY subpoenaed Trump’s tax returns 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — New York City 
prosecutors have subpoenaed 
President Donald Trump’s tax re¬ 
turns, a person familiar with the 
matter told The Associated Press 
on Monday. 

Manhattan District Attorney’s 
Cyrus Vance Jr.’s office recently 
sent a subpoena to Trump’s ac¬ 
counting firm seeking the last 
eight years of state and federal 
tax returns for Trump and his 
company, the Trump Organiza¬ 
tion, the person said. 


The person was not authorized 
to speak publicly about the mat¬ 
ter and spoke on the condition of 
anonymity. 

Asked about the subpoena as 
he left the White House on Mon¬ 
day, Trump said, “I don’t know 
anything about it.” A lawyer for 
the Trump Organization, Marc 
Mukasey, said he is “evaluating 
the situation and will respond as 
appropriate.” 

Vance, a Democrat, subpoe¬ 
naed the Trump Organization last 
month for records related to pay¬ 


ments Trump’s former lawyer, 
Michael Cohen, helped arrange 
to a porn actress who claimed she 
had an affair with Trump. 

Vance’s office declined to com¬ 
ment Monday on the tax returns 
subpoena, the news of which was 
first reported by The New York 
Times. 

Trump, a Republican, is already 
fighting efforts by several Demo- 
cratic-led congressional com¬ 
mittees to obtain his tax returns 
and other records that could give 
them a window into his finances. 
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Congress set to pass stopgap spending bill 


By Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The good news is 
that it doesn’t look like a bitterly polarized 
Washington will stumble into another gov¬ 
ernment shutdown. 

But as Democrats controlling the House 
unveil a stopgap, governmentwide spend¬ 
ing bill to keep the lights on and pay the 
troops, there’s scant evidence that power 
sharing in the Capitol will produce fur¬ 
ther legislative accomplishments anytime 
soon. 

The measure that is set for a vote this 
week would keep the government running 
through Nov. 21 and buy time for action 
and negotiations on $1.4 trillion in annual 
appropriations bills. Some items can’t wait 
and will be included, like accelerated fund¬ 
ing for the 2020 census and $20 million to 
combat Ebola in Africa. President Donald 
Trump also appears likely to win author¬ 
ity to continue bailout payments to farmers 
harmed by his aggressive trade policies 
against China. 

Since the temporary spending bill is the 
only must-do legislation on the immediate 
horizon, lawmakers are using it as a lo¬ 
comotive to haul other priorities into law. 


That bundle of provisions, negotiated be¬ 
hind closed doors, offers plenty of evidence 
of Capitol Hill’s chronic dysfunction. 

It’s not just that the Democratic-con- 
trolled House and GOP-held Senate can’t 
agree on big issues like infrastructure, 
guns and health care. They also can’t 
agree on lower-tier items that typically 
pass by wide margins, such as short-term 
extensions of the federal flood insurance 
program and the Export-Import Bank, 
which helps finance export deals impor¬ 
tant to large manufacturers such as The 
Boeing Co. 

The House and Senate banking com¬ 
mittees are responsible for legislation to 
reauthorize both the Export-Import Bank 
and the flood insurance program, which 
is particularly important to the real estate 
sector in coastal areas, but there’s been no 
progress. 

Meanwhile, a bundle of health care-re¬ 
lated provisions, such as Medicaid pay¬ 
ment rates for hospitals that serve mainly 
lower-income communities, is catching a 
ride on the temporary spending bill, ac¬ 
cording to a spokesman for House Appro¬ 
priations Committee Chairwoman Nita 
Lowey, D-N.Y. 

Democrats aren’t trying to use the bill as 


a way to take on Trump controversies like 
cutting military base projects to pay for 
his U.S.-Mexico border wall. But they’re 
not granting Trump any favors, either, de¬ 
nying provisions as the flexibility to build 
new border wall segments. 

An early draft of the stopgap measure, 
circulated by Lowey, did not include 
Trump’s request for maintaining funding 
for the farm bailout, but talks Monday ap¬ 
peared headed toward a bipartisan com¬ 
promise that would allow the Agriculture 
Department to keep issuing checks to 
farmers. 

The bailout started last year after China 
retaliated against Trump’s tariffs on Chi¬ 
nese exports by reducing purchases of 
U.S. crops. The developments have caused 
widespread discontent in farm country 
that’s already beset by lower crop prices 
and vanishing profits. 

The House is slated to pass the stopgap 
spending measure this week and the Sen¬ 
ate is expected to follow in time to meet the 
Sept. 30 deadline to avert a government 
shutdown. The effort comes nine months 
after Trump started a 35-day partial gov¬ 
ernment shutdown when lawmakers re¬ 
buffed his border wall demands. 

The $1.4 trillion in annual appropria¬ 


tions bills are off to a late and not particu¬ 
larly promising start despite a bipartisan 
budget and debt deal passed in July. The 
House has passed 10 of the 12 annual bills, 
but at spending levels higher than permit¬ 
ted under the budget deal. 

The Senate is roiled by battles over 
Trump’s $5 billion border wall request and 
his moves to tap military base construc¬ 
tion projects to pay for it. Democrats com¬ 
plained that Senate Republicans are giving 
too much funding to Trump’s cherished 
wall project at the expense of health and 
education projects. 

Senate Democrats are threatening to fil¬ 
ibuster an upcoming vote on a huge, almost 
$700 billion defense funding bill to protest 
preliminary funding decisions of Trump’s 
GOP allies in the Senate. 

“Our Democratic colleagues would rath¬ 
er provoke a partisan feud with the presi¬ 
dent,” said Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky. “They’d rather have a 
fight with the president than stick to the 
agreement that we all made.” 

Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schum- 
er responded that Trump’s wall funding 
plan “is what Democrats oppose. That’s 
what Leader McConnell calls staging a po¬ 
litical fight.” 


New York Times faces questions over Kavanaugh story 


By David Bauder 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Between an offensive 
tweet and a significant revision, The New 
York Times’ handling of a new sexual mis¬ 
conduct allegation against Supreme Court 
Justice Brett Kavanaugh attracted almost 
as much attention as the accusation itself. 

The story also gave President Donald 
Trump and his allies fresh ammunition in 
his campaign against the media, and the 
Times was already a favorite target. 

The revelation that led several Demo¬ 
cratic presidential contenders to call for 
Kavanaugh’s impeachment came in the 
11th paragraph of a story labeled “news 
analysis” that ran in the Sunday opinion 
section. The story is based on an upcoming 
book by Times reporters Robin Pogrebin 
and Kate Kelly, “The Education of Brett 
Kavanaugh: An Investigation,” about the 
junior justice’s brutal confirmation battle 
last year. 

Headlined “Brett Kavanaugh Fit In With 
the Privileged Kids. She Did Not,” the story 
was primarily about Deborah Ramirez, a 
Connecticut woman who alleged that Ka¬ 
vanaugh, as a freshman at Yale in 1983, 
had pulled down his pants and thrust his 
penis at her. Kavanaugh has denied those 
claims. 

Yet the authors said they’d uncovered a 
similar story involving Kavanaugh at an¬ 
other freshman-year party, where he alleg¬ 
edly exposed himself and friends pushed 


his penis into the hands of a female stu¬ 
dent. The story said former classmate Max 
Stier reported the incident to the FBI and 
senators as Kavanaugh’s nomination was 
being discussed, but the story said Stier 
would not discuss it with the authors. Ka¬ 
vanaugh would not comment on the story, 
a court spokeswoman 
said Monday. 

After the story was 
posted online but be¬ 
fore it was in the print 
edition, the Times re¬ 
vised the story to add 
that the book reported 
that the woman sup¬ 
posedly involved in 
the incident declined 
to be interviewed, and 
that her friends say 
she doesn’t recall the incident. While an 
editor’s note pointed out the revision, it did 
not say why those facts had been left out 
in the first place. A Times spokeswoman 
said no one was available for an interview 
on Monday. 

The Times’ deputy editorial page edi¬ 
tor, James Dao, posted answers to readers’ 
question on the newspaper’s website Mon¬ 
day evening but did not address this issue. 

The failure to initially report that the 
woman did not remember the alleged inci¬ 
dent “is one of the worst cases of journal¬ 
istic malpractice in recent memory,” John 
McCormack wrote in the conservative 
magazine National Review. 


The Washington Post, detailing its own 
decision on the story, called into question 
the Times’ decision to run with the accusa¬ 
tion in the first place. 

The Post said that last year it had inde¬ 
pendently confirmed that lawmakers and 
authorities knew of the second accusation 
against Kavanaugh, but did not write about 
it because the woman involved would not 
comment and the alleged witnesses were 
not identified. 

The book’s authors wrote that they had 
corroborated the second misconduct alle¬ 
gation with two officials who said they had 
communicated with Stier. The newspaper 
did not identify them. 

“Based on the corroboration, we felt men¬ 
tioning the claim as one part of a broader 
essay was warranted,” Dao wrote. 

Placement of the accusation in the midst 
of an opinion section piece struck many in 
the journalism community as odd. 

“How is this not a front-page story?” 
wrote Tom Jones, of the journalism think 
tank the Poynter Institute. 

In a statement, the Times said the opin¬ 
ion section frequently runs excerpts of 
books produced by the newspaper’s report¬ 
ers. The new accusations were uncovered 
during the authors’ reporting process for 
the book, which is why they had not ap¬ 
peared in the newspaper before. 

Still, that doesn’t explain why the new 
accusations weren’t pointed out to editors 
and given more prominence in news pages. 
Todd Gitlin, a Columbia University jour¬ 


nalism professor, suggested bureaucratic 
inertia might partly explain it — since it 
had been determined that the piece would 
run in the opinion section, no one stepped 
forward to question that. 

“There have been a number of decisions 
on this that strike me as dubious,” Gitlin 
said in an interview. 

Dao said opinion section pieces have 
made news in the past, citing a Maureen 
Dowd interview with actress Uma Thur¬ 
man with accusations against Hollywood 
mogul Harvey Weinstein. He noted that 
the Times’ news section did write about it 
— after reactions came in from presiden¬ 
tial candidates. 

Trump, not unexpectedly, was harsh in 
his assessment. He said his Supreme Court 
appointee was “the one who is actually 
being assaulted ... by lies and fake news.” 
The White House also distributed a copy of 
a New York Post editorial headlined “The 
latest Times hit on Brett Kavanaugh is a 
clear miss.” 

The Times also apologized for an offen¬ 
sive tweet sent out by the opinion section 
advertising its initial story. The tweet said: 
“Having a penis thrust in your face at a 
drunken dorm party may seem like harm¬ 
less fun. But when Brett Kavanaugh did it 
to her, Deborah Ramirez says, it confirmed 
that she didn’t belong at Yale University in 
the first place.” 

The Times deleted the tweet and said it 
was “clearly inappropriate and offensive” 
and was looking into how it was sent. 
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Legal vape brands combat 
underground fakes in Calif. 



Michael R. Blood/AP 


Boxes of what appear to be Kingpen marijuana vape cartridges are 
displayed in an illegal dispensary in Los Angeles that was shut down 
by police in August. Phony packaging and hardware to make vaping 
product knock-offs can be purchased in downtown Los Angeles. 


By Michael R. Blood 

Associated. Press 

LOS ANGELES — A short 
walk from police headquarters 
in the heart of downtown Los An¬ 
geles, a cluster of bustling shops 
are openly selling packaging and 
hardware that can be used to pro¬ 
duce counterfeit marijuana vapes 
that have infected California’s 
cannabis market. 

Bootleggers eager to profit 
off unsuspecting consumers are 
mimicking popular, legal vape 
brands, pairing replica packaging 
churned out in Chinese factories 
with untested, possibly danger¬ 
ous cannabis oil produced in the 
state’s vast underground market. 

The result is authentic-look¬ 
ing vape cartridges sold by 
unlicensed dispensaries and de¬ 
livery services, along with rogue 
websites. 

The deceptive rip-offs on 


Associated Press 

FARMINGTON, Maine — Fed¬ 
eral and state investigators are 
working to pinpoint the source of 
a propane explosion that leveled 
a building and killed a firefighter 
in Maine. 

Investigators from the State 
Fire Marshal’s Office and the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives started 
to process the scene Tuesday in 
Farmington. 

The explosion that hit around 
8:30 a.m. Monday shattered the 
two-story building that housed 
LEAP Inc., a nonprofit that 
serves people with cognitive and 
intellectual disabilities. The blast 


the street could be linked to an 
emerging public health crisis. 

Hundreds of people across the 
U.S. have been sickened, mainly 
by vaping cannabis oil, and six 
deaths have been reported. Pub¬ 
lic health officials aren’t sure 
what’s causing the lung issues, 
vomiting and other symptoms, 
but in California they say most 
patients reported purchasing 
vapes from pop-up shops or other 
illegal sellers that are a pipeline 
for counterfeit products. 

The problem has gotten so per¬ 
vasive that a major legal brand, 
Kingpen, is investing millions of 
dollars to redesign its packaging 
and product security, The Associ¬ 
ated Press has learned. 

The distributor for another 
major brand, Heavy Hitters, de¬ 
votes a section of its website to 
report phonies and has hired a 
former federal prosecutor, Priya 
Sopori, to help the company deal 


killed fire Capt. Michael Bell, 68, 
and injured his brother, fire Chief 
Terry Bell; five other firefighters; 
a maintenance worker for LEAP; 
and an ambulance worker. 

Fire crews were called Monday 
to the newly constructed building 
to investigate the smell of gas. 
The building was evacuated be¬ 
fore most workers had arrived for 
the day, said Farmington Town 
Selectman Scott Landry. 

The blast was so powerful it 
blew a vehicle across an inter¬ 
section and damaged nearby 
buildings. 

Neighbors heard a thunder¬ 
ous boom that rattled homes and 
knocked pictures off walls. Fly- 


with counterfeiting. 

As marijuana has gone main¬ 
stream, versions of e-cigarettes 
that vaporize high-inducing can¬ 
nabis oil are one of the hottest- 
selling items, popular for those 
who don’t want the smoke that 
comes from lighting up a joint. In 
addition to quickly delivering a 
high, there’s a perception not sup¬ 
ported by science that vaping is a 
healthier alternative to smoking. 

In California’s legal market, the 
world’s largest, the state requires 
cannabis oil to be tested before 
being placed on the shelf for sale. 
For example, safety checks are 
made for the presence of 66 pes¬ 
ticides, mercury, lead and other 
heavy metals, and 21 solvents 
that could be used in the extrac¬ 
tion process when oil is pulled 
from cannabis. 

But it can be hard for con¬ 
sumers to tell whether a prod¬ 
uct they’re buying is made by a 


ing paper and dust made it look as 
if a snowstorm had hit. 

LEAP worker Lisa Charles, 
who lives down the street from 
the explosion site, was home with 
her kids when the blast startled 
the family. 

She stepped outside to see debris 
falling from the sky and feared 
the worst for her colleagues. 

“I know everybody in there. I 
thought for sure everybody was 
gone,” she said. “They got a warn¬ 
ing from the maintenance guy 
who was a hero for telling them to 
evacuate.” 

The blast also destroyed homes 
in a nearby mobile home park. 
The Red Cross is helping 10 peo- 


legitimate company. The phony 
packaging is convincing to the un¬ 
trained eye, some even carrying 
bogus labels that appear to carry 
state-required test results. Most 
consumers probably wouldn’t 
know the difference — until they 
vape it. The taste and THC level 
could be significantly different 
from the authentic product. 

To add to the confusion, con¬ 
sumers can have trouble distin¬ 
guishing legal dispensaries from 
unlicensed shops, which in Los 


pie who were displaced with food, 
housing and other essentials. 

Gov. Janet Mills — who is from 
Farmington and whose office said 
she knew the firefighter who died 
— ordered flags lowered to half- 
staff across the state. 

“We’re going to get to the bot¬ 
tom of as much as we possibly 
can to protect this community, 
to protect all other communities 
and make sure this doesn’t hap¬ 
pen again,” she told reporters at 
the scene. 

The 40-by-60-foot building, 
which served as the administra¬ 
tive offices for LEAP, opened 
eight to 10 weeks ago and wasn’t 
yet fully staffed, Landry said. 


Angeles sometimes operate in the 
same neighborhoods and appear 
indistinguishable. 

“My biggest fear of counter¬ 
feiting is people are getting an 
unsafe product, and illegal prod¬ 
uct, and think it’s coming from 
our company, a legal company,” 
said Bryce Berryessa, a board 
member of the California Can¬ 
nabis Manufacturers Association 
whose company, Skunk Feather, 
produces concentrates and vape 
cartridges. 


Drugmaker 
set for first 
hearing on 
bankruptcy 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Purdue Phar¬ 
ma gets its day in court after the 
OxyContin maker filed for bank¬ 
ruptcy and negotiated a potential 
multi-billion dollar settlement to 
resolve thousands of lawsuits. 

An initial hearing was sched¬ 
uled Tuesday in federal court in 
White Plains, N.Y., for the Chapter 
11 bankruptcy case. Purdue filed 
for bankruptcy protection late 
Sunday, the first step in a plan it 
says would provide $10 billion to 
$12 billion to help reimburse state 
and local governments and clean 
up the damage done by powerful 
prescription painkillers and ille¬ 
gal opioids, including heroin. 

Two dozen states have signed 
on to the settlement plan along 
with key lawyers who represent 
many of the 2,000-plus local 
governments suing the Stam¬ 
ford, Conn.-based drugmaker. 
But other states have come out 
strongly against it. Members of 
the Sackler family, which owns 
Purdue, are still trying to get 
more states to sign on. 

According to the court docket, 
Judge Robert Drain will hear 
motions on authorizing payments 
of wages to employees, critical 
vendors, utilities and other key 
parties. 

Drain will preside over wheth¬ 
er the suits against the Sacklers in 
state courts will be able to move 
forward and what will happen 
to the company itself. Under the 
tentative settlement deal, it would 
continue to operate but with prof¬ 
its used to pay for the settlement. 



Donna Perry, (Lewiston, Maine) Sun Journal/AP 


A police officer guards the scene of a deadly propane explosion which leveled a building in Farmington, Maine. 

Maine building explosion probe begins 
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Trump rallies NM backers in bid to turn state red 


Jeering protests likely to greet 
fundraising trip to California 


By Kevin Freeing 

Associated Press 

RIO RANCHO, N.M. — President Don¬ 
ald Trump made a pocketbook appeal for 
reelection in the Democratic-leaning state 
of New Mexico on Monday, telling voters 
that his energy policies have made the 
state wealthier and warning that the gains 
could disappear if the proposal known as 
the Green New Deal takes effect. 

“The Democrats want to completely an¬ 
nihilate New Mexico’s economy,” claimed 
Trump, who boasted that an oil and gas 
boom during his administration has helped 
increase the state’s revenues. “The Demo¬ 
crats will never get the chance because 
New Mexico will never give them that 
chance.” 

Trump went to New Mexico, which has 
not backed a Republican for president 
since 2004, to try to turn the state red and 
expand his grip on the Electoral College in 
next year’s presidential election. 

“It’s been quite a while since a Repub¬ 
lican won this state,” Trump told support¬ 
ers, who greeted him with chants of “USA! 
USA!” “I think we’re going to do great 
here. We’re here because we really think 
we’re going to turn this state and make it a 
Republican state.” 

Trump’s rally in Rio Rancho, in sub¬ 
urban Albuquerque, is the first stop on a 
three-day swing that will also take him 
to California for fundraisers expected to 
raise more than $15 million. 

Trump has generally held his rallies in 
Republican-friendly terrain. Monday’s 
rally represented a striking departure 
from that practice and demonstrates a 
campaign with the resources to try to turn 
a few Democratic-leaning states his way, 
similar to what happened in 2016 with 
Michigan and Wisconsin. 


Associated Press 

RIO RANCHO, N.M. — President 
Donald Trump is making a rare visit 
to California, a Democratic stronghold 
where he is expected to rake in millions 
of dollars during a series of fundraisers 
for his reelection effort that are almost 
certain to be met with jeering protests. 

Trump has routinely mocked Califor¬ 
nia over its liberal culture, policies and 
politics. His visit Tuesday and Wednes¬ 
day signals that despite the state’s de¬ 
cidedly leftward swing in recent years, 
there are still plenty of wealthy Repub¬ 
licans who support him. 

“There’s not been a president in liv¬ 
ing history that is as unpopular in the 
state of California as Trump,” said Mike 
Madrid, a GOP political consultant who 
is an outspoken Trump critic. “But our 
money spends the same as everyone 
else’s.” 

Trump continues to rake in gobs of 
cash more than a year out from the No¬ 
vember 2020 contest, with his campaign 
and the Republican National Committee 


Trump captured just 40% of the state 
vote in 2016, compared with the 48% that 
went for Hillary Clinton. She did not visit 
the state during the 2016 campaign. 

Still, campaign officials say a Trump 
rally in nearby El Paso, Texas, last Feb¬ 
ruary was well-attended by female and 


pulling in more than $210 million since 
the start of 2019, Federal Election Com¬ 
mission records show. 

That’s more than all the current Dem¬ 
ocrats seeking to replace him raised 
combined during that period. 

The California events, which will 
be spread across two days in the Bay 
Area, Los Angeles and San Diego, are 
expected to bring in an additional $15 
million, according to a Republican offi¬ 
cial familiar with the plans who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity to discuss 
internal matters. 

For Republicans, who have been re¬ 
signed to political irrelevance at the 
state level, a donation to Trump can 
amount to its own form of protest. 

“By showing up to a fundraiser deep 
in the belly of the beast, one is saying, 
‘I don’t care what the liberal politicians 
are saying and I want to show my sup¬ 
port for him publicly,”’ said Harmeet 
Dhillon, of the California Republican 
National Committee. Dhillon is an ar¬ 
dent Trump supporter. 


Hispanic voters and travelers from New 
Mexico, indicating to them that New Mex¬ 
ico is in play. Hundreds of people showed 
up early Monday to claim a place in line 
ahead of the evening event in Rio Rancho. 

Dianna Arvizu, an El Paso, Texas, native 
who now lives in Albuquerque, was among 


those in the crowd. She said Trump has a 
strong chance at capturing New Mexico. 

She called his visit “big,” saying, “He’s 
coming for us in New Mexico because he 
cares.” 

Near downtown Albuquerque, a few hun¬ 
dred Democrats gathered to hold their own 
rally. Some elected leaders spoke, includ¬ 
ing U.S. Rep. Deb Haaland. 

She described the president as misogy- 
nistic and ego-driven, saying Democrats 
will fight to make sure New Mexico stays 
blue. “We can roll back Trump and we can 
roll back his policies and we can win New 
Mexico in 2020,” Haaland said. 

Trump’s efforts in New Mexico will 
provide a test of how well his often harsh 
rhetoric about immigrants will play with 
Hispanic voters, who comprise nearly 40% 
of New Mexico’s electorate. Trump also 
touted his efforts to build the U.S.-Mexico 
border wall, saying Monday that his admin¬ 
istration plans to have almost 500 miles of 
it built by the end of 2020. 

“You’re gonna have to really want to get 
over that wall to do it,” Trump bragged. 

New Mexico is in the midst of an oil pro¬ 
duction boom that has boosted employment 
and spurred a state government spending 
spree from first-year Democratic Gov. Mi¬ 
chelle Lujan Grisham on public education, 
roadway projects and tax rebates for film 
productions. 

The Green New Deal calls for virtual 
elimination by 2030 of greenhouse gas 
emissions responsible for global warming 
and meeting 100% of U.S. power demand 
through renewable and zero-emission en¬ 
ergy sources, including nuclear power. 
The proposal has broad support among 
Democratic activists and 2020 presidential 
contenders, putting it at the forefront of the 
party’s sprawling presidential primary. 


Buttigieg unveils approach 
to S. Carolina disaster relief 



Craig Ruttle/AP 


Sen. Elizabeth Warren addresses supporters at a rally Monday in New York where she 
outlined plans to fight corruption in Washington. 

Warren anti-corruption speech draws big crowd 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Facing thousands of 
cheering supporters in the nation’s larg¬ 
est city, Democratic presidential contend¬ 
er Elizabeth Warren on Monday decried 
President Donald Trump as “corruption in 
the flesh” and outlined her plans to root out 
corruption in the White House, Congress 
and courts. 

“Corruption has put our planet at risk. 
Corruption has broken our economy. And 
corruption is breaking our democracy,” 
said Warren, a Massachusetts senator 
who has emerged as a leading presidential 
contender. 

While aggressive, the message was a 
familiar one. Warren has embraced cor¬ 
ruption as a central campaign theme from 


the beginning of her 2020 presidential bid. 
But rarely has Warren addressed such a 
crowd. 

The crowd — which exceeded 20,000 
people, according to the Warren campaign 
— filled almost the entirety of the 10- 
acre Washington Square Park, wrapping 
around a massive fountain and clogging 
the pathways that connect the street chess 
games to the classrooms of New York Uni¬ 
versity to the giant marble arch for which 
the downtown park is best known. 

It was a younger audience, racially di¬ 
verse and packed with women. One of the 
biggest applause lines of the night: “We’re 
not here tonight because of famous arches 
or famous men. In fact, we’re not here be¬ 
cause of men at all.” 


By Meg Kinnard 

Associated Press 

GALIVANTS FERRY, S.C. — Demo¬ 
cratic presidential hopeful Pete Buttigieg 
is unveiling his community-focused ap¬ 
proach to disaster relief in a South Caro¬ 
lina community hit hard by Hurricane 
Florence last year, pledging to reinforce 
the response to weather events he says are 
exacerbated by climate change. 

During a speech Tuesday, the South 
Bend, Ind., mayor is expected to talk about 
his plans for a disaster commission to help 
coordinate efforts between federal agen¬ 
cies and the communities affected by di¬ 
sasters. In his plan, Buttigieg says, the 
commission would be tasked with stream¬ 
lining data collection, in part to lessen bur¬ 
dens on those affected by disasters. 

Buttigieg, whose campaign said he is the 
first of the Democratic hopefuls to release 
a stand-alone disaster relief plan, said the 
commission also would aim to make it eas¬ 
ier for survivors to access funding to help 
them rebuild, including a permanent block 
grant program within the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

Buttigieg planned to unveil his ideas in 
Conway, a northeastern South Carolina 
city about 15 miles inland beset by sev¬ 
eral devastating storms. The city of 23,000 
residents sustained record flooding that 
followed Hurricane Florence, with water 
submerging many areas. That storm dam¬ 
aged more than 1,500 homes, caused $24 


billion in damage and led to 53 deaths in 
the state. 

In 2016, Conway was wracked by Hur¬ 
ricane Matthew, which caused flooding 
surpassed only by Florence. A 1,000-year 
flood devastated many other parts of South 
Carolina. 

Drawing on his own experience with 
historic flooding in South Bend, Buttigieg 
said in his plan that he has “seen the frus¬ 
tration that sets in for local communities 
when federal disaster response falls short 
or takes too long or is delivered in a con¬ 
fusing fashion that leaves local authorities, 
nonprofits, and state officials scrambling 
to cover for gaps and delays.” 

The problems, Buttigieg wrote in his 
plan, are made worse by climate change, 
with catastrophic weather “increasing in 
frequency, intensity and impact.” Build¬ 
ing on his $1.1 trillion climate change pro¬ 
posals, Buttigieg said his administration 
would explore public-private partnerships 
for disaster response, like using drone 
technology to survey storm damage. 

Buttigieg also proposed increasing the 
number of Federal Emergency Manage¬ 
ment Agency-qualified disaster work¬ 
ers. Other proposals include catastrophic 
weather insurance and protections for 
FEMA’s Disaster Relief Fund. 

Some of the $271 million being moved by 
the Department of Homeland Security to 
increase the number of beds for detained 
immigrants at the U.S.-Mexico border 
comes from FEMA’s response funding. 
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Epstein saga brings national 
attention to victims' rights 



Bebeto Matthews/AP 


Courtney Wild, joined by her attorney, Brad Edwards, reads a 
statement at a July news conference in New York calling on victims 
of Jeffrey Epstein to contact the FBI or lawyers. The case has 
focused national attention on victims’ rights. 


By Jim Mustian 

Associated. Press 

NEW YORK — The Jeffrey 
Epstein case has brought national 
attention to victims’ rights, from 
prosecutors shunning Epstein’s 
accusers more than a decade 
ago to the same women speak¬ 
ing about their suffering at an 
extraordinary court hearing last 
month. 

If there was a silver lining to 
the saga, attorneys for the women 
said, it was the emphasis on the 
victims that permeated the most 
recent proceedings — a night- 
and-day difference from their 
treatment the first time Epstein 
found himself under federal 
investigation. 

That enthusiasm was damp¬ 
ened Monday when a federal 
judge in Florida denied Epstein’s 
accusers compensation from the 
U.S. Justice Department, even 
after ruling that prosecutors 
violated their rights by failing to 
consult them about the 2008 plea 
deal they reached with Epstein. 

Lawyers for the women are 
weighing an appeal, worried 
not only about precedent but the 
thousands of hours for which they 
were denied attorneys’ fees after 
11 years of litigation. 


Despite those setbacks, sev¬ 
eral advocates said the Epstein 
case bolstered the national vic¬ 
tims’ rights movement, an effort 
that has gained momentum in 
recent years as more and more 
states pass measures guarantee¬ 
ing victims a voice in criminal 
proceedings. 

U.S. District Judge Kenneth 
Marra echoed that sentiment in 
his ruling Monday, saying Ep¬ 
stein’s accusers could take solace 
“in the fact that this litigation has 
brought national attention to the 
Crime Victims’ Rights Act and 
the importance of victims in the 
criminal justice system.” 

“It has also resulted in the Unit¬ 
ed States Department of Justice 
acknowledging its shortcomings 
in dealing with crime victims 
and its promise to better train its 
prosecutors regarding the rights 
of victims under the CVRA in the 
future,” Marra wrote. 

Some observers said the Ep¬ 
stein case could have a lasting 
impact on the treatment of vic¬ 
tims at a time when the #MeToo 
movement has brought a greater 
focus to restorative justice. 

Even after Epstein killed him¬ 
self in his jail cell last month, 
U.S. District Judge Richard Ber¬ 
man invited his accusers to read 


impact statements before he dis¬ 
missed the indictment, an oppor¬ 
tunity their attorneys said would 
hasten their healing process. 

“It was a red-letter day for the 
victims’ rights movement,” Paul 
Cassell, a former federal judge 
who represents some of Epstein’s 
accusers, told The Associated 
Press. “It’s likely to change the 
trajectory of some of the lives 
that were harmed by Epstein and 
put these events in the rearview 
mirror.” 

Jennifer Freeman, a longtime 
attorney for child sex abuse vic¬ 
tims, likened the hearing to the 
2018 sentencing in Michigan of 
disgraced former sports doc¬ 
tor Larry Nassar, in which 156 
women read victim impact state¬ 
ments over seven days. 

“This is part of a seismic shift 
in our culture and our legal sys¬ 
tem,” Freeman said. “It’s an 
enormous step forward.” 

Not everyone applauded Ber¬ 
man’s approach. Bruce Green, 
a former federal prosecutor in 
Manhattan, faulted the judge 
for what he described as a “rare 
if not unprecedented use of the 
courtroom” that had more of a 
dramatic than legal function. 

“While many people assume 
that Epstein is guilty of the 


crimes alleged in the indictment 
and worse, our courts and consti¬ 
tution require that we presume 
him innocent until proven other¬ 
wise,” Green wrote in an article 
he co-authored for the New York 
Law Journal. 

The victims’ rights movement 
aims to “restore the balance” be¬ 
tween the rights of victims and 
the accused in the criminal jus¬ 
tice system. 

Voters in Pennsylvania will de¬ 
cide in November whether to fol¬ 
low Florida, California and eight 
other states in adopting Marsy’s 
Law, a victims’ bill of rights 
named after a California col¬ 
lege student who was stalked and 
killed in 1983 by an ex-boyfriend. 

The law was passed but later 
overturned in Montana and Ken¬ 
tucky. It has met resistance from 


groups like the American Civil 
Liberties Union, which warns 
that a proposed national Victims’ 
Rights Amendment would curtail 
due process. 

“Identifying victims and al¬ 
lowing their interests to be heard 
before a jury returns a verdict 
contaminates the deliberation 
process and runs counter to the 
idea that all Americans are ‘in¬ 
nocent until proven guilty,”’ the 
ACLU says on its website. 

In the Epstein case, prosecu¬ 
tors faced withering criticism 
over a once-secret plea deal that 
shielded Epstein — and others 
accused of helping him recruit 
underage girls — from federal 
charges and allowed him to spend 
just 13 months in jail after plead¬ 
ing guilty to state charges. 


Police: DNA links Florida man to ‘serial’ slayings of women 



Brynn Anderson/AP 

Dave Aronberg, state attorney for Palm Beach County, Fla., speaks at a news 
conference Monday in West Palm Beach. County officials said a man arrested in a local 
murder last week may be linked to other Florida slayings years ago. 


Associated Press 

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. — Three 
women shot in the head, each dumped a 
month apart — the 2006 killings scared 
Daytona Beach, Fla.’s street people so 
badly that they memorized suspicious 
men’s license plate numbers and gave them 
to police. And then suddenly, the slayings 
stopped. 

Ten years later, a prostitute’s body was 
dumped along a road, 180 miles south in 
West Palm Beach. DNA and ballistics 
showed that Rachel Bey’s strangulation 
and the gun deaths of Laquetta Gunther, 
Julie Green and Iwana Patton were done 
by one man, but detectives couldn’t iden¬ 
tify the killer — until last week, they said 
Monday. 

Palm Beach County sheriff’s investiga¬ 
tors charged Robert Hayes, 37, with mur¬ 
der for Bey’s death, and Daytona Beach 
detectives said he is the prime suspect in 
their investigation, though he has not been 
charged there. 

Detectives also want to know what 
Hayes was doing between 2006 and 2016 
and whether the former college criminal 
justice major may be responsible for more 
slayings. 

“We believe we took a serial killer off 
the streets. We’re going to be looking for 
additional victims,” Palm Beach sheriff’s 
Capt. Michael Wallace told a news confer¬ 
ence Monday shortly after a judge ordered 
Hayes held without bond. 

“If we hadn’t put this individual in jail, 
he would’ve done this again and we would 
have had another victim,” Palm Beach 
Sheriff Ric Bradshaw said. 

The Palm Beach County public defend¬ 


er’s office, which is 
representing Hayes, 
declined to comment. 
A man who answered 
the phone at a num¬ 
ber listed for Hayes’ 
grandmother did not 
identify himself, but 
said, “We have noth¬ 
ing to say.” 

Hayes, who stands 
Hayes 6-foot-4 and weighs 

220 pounds, was ar¬ 
rested Sunday without incident at his apart¬ 
ment just off the Intracoastal Waterway in 
West Palm Beach. Neighbors said Hayes 
is a chef and lived with a woman and their 


daughter, who is about 2. They didn’t know 
if Hayes and the woman were married. 

They said Hayes seemed like a normal 
person who waved and chatted. They were 
stunned that investigators say he is a serial 
killer. “He was always friendly with me,” 
Craig Brown said. 

The first Daytona Beach body was dis¬ 
covered the day after Christmas 2005. 
Laquetta Gunther, 45, was found in a gap 
between an auto parts store and a mostly 
empty utility building. 

Julie Green, 34, was found Jan. 14, 2006, 
on a dirt road at a construction site. The 
body of Iwana Patton, 35, was found Feb. 
24 on a dirt road. 

All were nude, lying face down. A fourth 


killing might be linked, detectives said. 

Police said at the time that the killer ap¬ 
peared to be preying on prostitutes. 

The shootings caused such panic that 
several prostitutes joined together to help 
investigators, memorizing vehicle descrip¬ 
tions and license plates. 

They talked regularly with investiga¬ 
tors and kept a wary eye out for suspicious 
activity. 

For a week, volunteers from a local min¬ 
istry — including several homeless resi¬ 
dents — distributed flyers and hygiene kits 
to those living and working on the street, 
urging people not to walk alone at night 
— a difficult task for prostitutes. 

At the time, Hayes was a student at the 
city’s Bethune-Cookman University in 
Daytona Beach. He graduated in 2006 with 
a degree in criminal justice, the school said 
Monday. 

State records show that Hayes also had a 
security guard license at the time. Detec¬ 
tives said Hayes was questioned then as a 
possible suspect in the Daytona Beach kill¬ 
ings based on the purchase of a gun similar 
to the one used by the killer, but he wasn’t 
arrested. 

Then the linked killings stopped until 
March 7, 2016. Investigators said in court 
records that Bey, who had a prostitution 
record, was seen by a friend walking along 
Dixie Highway at 2 a.m., not far from 
where Hayes lived. 

A road crew found her nude body six 
hours later, dumped about 5 miles from 
where she had last been seen. She had been 
strangled elsewhere and her jaw and teeth 
broken, court records show. 

DNA linked her death to the Daytona 
Beach killings. 
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Ind., III. to investigate discovery of fetal remains 



WNDU-TV/AP 


More than 2,200 medically preserved fetal remains were found 
at the Illinois home of Dr. Ulrich Klopfer, seen in a 2015 video 
screenshot. The former Indiana abortion clinic doctor died Sept. 3. 


By Rick Callahan 

Associated. Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — Indiana’s 
attorney general said Monday 
that he will work with his Illinois 
counterpart to investigate what 
he called the “grisly discovery” 
of more than 2,000 medically 
preserved fetal remains at the Il¬ 
linois home of a late doctor who 
performed abortions in Indiana. 

Republican Attorney General 
Curtis Hill said he and Demo¬ 
cratic Illinois Attorney General 
Kwame Raoul have “agreed to 
work together” as Hill’s office co¬ 
ordinates an investigation of the 
remains found at the home of Dr. 
Ulrich Klopfer, who died Sept. 3. 

“The grisly discovery of these 
fetal remains at the Illinois home 
of a deceased abortion doctor 
shocks the conscience. Further, 
we have reason to believe there is 
an Indiana connection to these re¬ 
mains,” Hill said in a statement. 

Hill’s statement did not elabo¬ 
rate on what specifically would be 
investigated. Raoul’s office said it 
has agreed to assist Hill with con¬ 
tacting authorities in Illinois. 

Judd Deere, a White House 
spokesman, issued a statement 
Monday evening decrying the sit¬ 
uation and calling for a full inves¬ 
tigation to determine if anyone 


else was involved and whether 
crimes were committed. 

The Will County Sheriff’s Of¬ 
fice in northeastern Illinois an¬ 
nounced late Friday that Klopfer’s 
relatives had discovered 2,246 
preserved fetal remains while 
sorting through his property. The 
county coroner’s office has taken 
possession of those remains, and 
it, the sheriff’s department and 


local prosecutors were already 
investigating. 

Hill’s announcement came 
after several Indiana lawmak¬ 
ers called for his office to inves¬ 
tigate whether the remains were 
illegally transported across state 
lines. Lawmakers are also seek¬ 
ing a probe of the shuttered clin¬ 
ics in Allen, Lake and St. Joseph’s 
counties where Klopfer had per¬ 


formed abortions to make sure no 
fetal remains are being stored at 
the former clinics in Fort Wayne, 
Gary and South Bend. 

Indiana state Rep. Ron Bacon, 
a Chandler Republican, called 
the discovery at Klopfer’s home 
“seriously disturbing.” He also 
expressed concern that “there 
may be other remains in the In¬ 
diana clinics where he performed 
abortions.” 

Several Indiana lawmakers 
held a news conference Monday 
outside Klopfer’s former clinic 
in Fort Wayne, the county seat 
of northeastern Indiana’s Allen 
County, calling for multiple state 
investigations. 

“We have a lot of work to do to 
make sure this never, ever hap¬ 
pens again,” said Republican Sen. 
Liz Brown, of Fort Wayne. 

Republican Gov. Eric Holcomb 
issued a statement saying he was 
“deeply disturbed” by the dis¬ 
covery of the fetal remains and 
that he supports “calls for a fed¬ 
eral investigation.” His statement 
followed Republican U.S. Rep. 
Jackie Walorski’s request Satur¬ 
day that state and federal authori¬ 
ties “conduct a full investigation 
into this case and take any steps 
necessary to protect Hoosiers, in¬ 
cluding the unborn, from unsafe 
practitioners.” 


The U.S. Supreme Court in 
May upheld a 2016 Indiana law 
requiring burial or cremation of 
fetal remains after an abortion. 
Before that, clinics could turn 
over fetal remains to processors 
who handle disposal of human 
tissues or other medical material 
by incineration. 

However, Klopfer’s clinics in 
Fort Wayne, Gary and South Bend 
closed years before his death. 

The state revoked the South 
Bend clinic’s license in 2015. 
The Indiana State Department 
of Health had previously issued 
complaints against the clinic, ac¬ 
cusing it of lacking a registry of 
patients, policies regarding medi¬ 
cal abortion and a governing body 
to determine policies. 

The agency also accused the 
clinic of failing to document that 
patients get state-mandated edu¬ 
cation at least 18 hours before an 
abortion. 

Klopfer’s license was suspend¬ 
ed by Indiana’s Medical Licens¬ 
ing Board in November 2016 after 
it found a number of violations, 
including a failure to ensure that 
qualified staff was present when 
patients received or recovered 
from medications given before 
and during abortion procedures. 



Ross D. Franklin/AP 


Joanna Duka, left, and Breanna Koski stand outside the Arizona Supreme Court 
after justices heard arguments over Phoenix’s anti-discrimination ordinance that 
bars businesses from refusing service to same-sex couples for religious reasons. On 
Monday, the court said their free speech rights were violated by the ordinance. 

with today’s ruling, and we will not stop 


Ariz. artists 
win same-sex 
invitations suit 

By Jacques Billeaud 
and Jonathan J. Cooper 

Associated Press 

PHOENIX — The free speech rights 
of two Christian artists who make wed¬ 
ding invitations were violated by an anti- 
discrimination ordinance in Phoenix that 
makes it illegal to refuse service to same- 
sex couples for religious reasons, the Ari¬ 
zona Supreme Court ruled Monday. 

The 4-3 decision reversed lower-court 
rulings favoring the city. 

The state Supreme Court said its ruling 
is limited to only the creation of custom 
wedding invitations by Joanna Duka and 
Breanna Koski and isn’t a blanket exemp¬ 
tion from the ordinance for all their busi¬ 
ness operations. 

The artists, who believe a marriage 
should be between only a man and woman, 
had argued that the ordinance would vio¬ 
late their religious beliefs by forcing them 
to custom-make products for same-sex 
marriage ceremonies. 

The high court said the city can’t 
force them to make same-sex wedding 
invitations. 

“Duka and Koski’s beliefs about same- 
sex marriage may seem old-fashioned, or 
even offensive to some,” the court majority 
wrote. “But the guarantees of free speech 
and freedom of religion are not only for 
those who are deemed sufficiently enlight¬ 
ened, advanced, or progressive. They are 
for everyone.” 

In the dissenting opinion, the court’s 
minority said the case doesn’t concern the 
content of custom wedding products but in¬ 
stead pertains to the identity of customers. 


“Today’s decision is also deeply trou¬ 
bling because its reasoning cannot be lim¬ 
ited to discrimination related to same-sex 
marriage or based on the beliefs of any one 
religion, but instead extends more broadly 
to other claims of a ‘right’ by businesses to 
deny services to disfavored customers,” 
the opinion states. 

The majority ruling said the city and dis¬ 
senting justices claimed that if the court 
were to dare to let the artists express their 
beliefs, “we, in essence, run the risk of 
resurrecting the Jim Crow laws of the Old 
South.” 

Lawyers for the city are examining po¬ 
tential grounds for an appeal. 

Mayor Kate Gallego, a Democrat, em¬ 
phasized that the ordinance remains in 
effect. 

“I want to be clear: The city of Phoenix 
does not and will not tolerate hate in any 
form,” Gallego said. “That doesn’t change 


with our fight. 

In 2018, the U.S. Supreme Court sided 
with a Colorado baker who refused to make 
a wedding cake for a same-sex couple, 
finding that state’s civil rights commission 
showed anti-religious bias when it ruled 
against the baker for refusing to make the 
cake. 

The Supreme Court decision, however, 
didn’t address the larger issue of whether a 
business can invoke religious objections to 
refuse service to gay and lesbian people. 

An Arizona state law that bars discrimi¬ 
nation by businesses doesn’t include sexual 
orientation as a protected class. Phoenix, 
Tempe, Flagstaff and Tucson have passed 
ordinances banning businesses from dis¬ 
criminating on that basis. 

Phoenix hasn’t taken any enforcement 
actions stemming from the ban. 


No new measles 
cases reported as 
outbreak fades 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The nation’s worst mea¬ 
sles epidemic in 27 years could be in its 
final stages as a week went by with no new 
reported cases. 

“To get to zero is tremendously encour¬ 
aging,” said Jason Schwartz, a Yale Univer¬ 
sity expert on vaccination policy. 

The current epidemic emerged about a 
year ago and took off earlier this year, with 
most of the cases reported in Orthodox 
Jewish communities in and around New 
York City. It started with travelers who 
had become infected overseas but spread 
quickly among unvaccinated people. 

In the spring, 70 or more new cases were 
being reported every week. 

This year, 1,241 cases have been con¬ 
firmed — a number that didn’t rise last 
week, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention reported Monday. The last time 
the CDC reported no new measles cases 
was 11 months ago. 

New York officials responded to the ex¬ 
plosion of measles cases with a wave of 
measures, including education campaigns 
to counter misinformation about vaccine 
safety and fines for people who didn’t get 
vaccinated. 

The epidemic has threatened the United 
States’ nearly 2-decade-old status as a na¬ 
tion that has eliminated measles. The status 
could come to an end if the disease spreads 
among Americans for a year or more. Other 
countries, including Greece and the United 
Kingdom, recently lost their elimination 
status amid a global surge in the disease. 

Measles outbreaks are typically de¬ 
clared over when 42 days pass without a 
new infection. 
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By Christina Larson 

Associated Press 

OCHO RIOS, Jamaica 

E verton Simpson squinted 
at the Caribbean from 
his motorboat, scan¬ 
ning the dazzling bands 
of color for hints of what lies be¬ 
neath. Emerald green indicates 
sandy bottoms. Sapphire blue lies 
above seagrass meadows. And 
deep indigo marks coral reefs. 
That’s where he was headed. 

He steered the boat to an un¬ 
marked spot he knows as the 
“coral nursery.” 

“It’s like a forest under the sea,” 
he said, fastening his oxygen tank 
before tipping backward into the 
azure waters. He swam straight 
down 25 feet carrying a pair of 
metal shears, fishing line and a 
plastic crate. 

On the ocean floor, small coral 
fragments dangled from sus¬ 
pended ropes, like socks hung on 
a laundry line. Simpson and other 
divers tend to this underwater 
nursery as gardeners would mind 
a flower bed — slowly and pains¬ 
takingly plucking off snails and 
fireworms that feast on immature 
coral. 

When each stub grows to about 
the size of a human hand, Simp¬ 
son collects them in his crate to 
individually “transplant” onto a 
reef, a process akin to individu¬ 
ally planting each blade of grass 
in a lawn. 

Even fast-growing coral spe¬ 
cies add just a few inches a year. 
And it’s not possible to simply 
scatter seeds. 

A few hours later, at an under¬ 
water site called Dickie’s Reef, 
Simpson used fishing line to tie 
clusters of staghorn coral onto 
rocky outcroppings — a tem¬ 
porary binding until the coral’s 
limestone skeleton grows and 
fixes itself onto the rock. 

The goal is to jump-start the 
natural growth of a coral reef. So 
far, it’s working. 

Almost everyone in Jamaica 
depends on the sea, including 
Simpson, 68. 

Once a spear fisherman and 
later a scuba-diving instructor, 
he started working as a “coral 
gardener” two years ago — part 
of grassroots efforts to bring Ja¬ 
maica’s coral reefs back from the 
brink. 


'Rainforests of the sea’ 

Coral reefs are often called 
“rainforests of the sea” for the 
astonishing diversity of life they 
shelter. 

Just 2 percent of the ocean 
floor is filled with coral, but the 
branching structures sustain a 
quarter of all marine species. 
Clown fish, parrotfish, groupers 
and snappers lay eggs and hide 
from predators in the reefs’ nooks 
and crannies, and their presence 
draws eels, sea snakes, octopuses 
and even sharks. In healthy reefs, 
jellyfish and sea turtles are regu¬ 
lar visitors. 

With fish and coral, it’s a code¬ 
pendent relationship — the fish 
rely on the reef to evade danger 
and lay eggs, and they also eat up 
the coral’s rivals. 

After a series of natural and 
man-made disasters in the 1980s 
and 1990s, Jamaica lost 85% of its 
once-bountiful reefs. Meanwhile, 
fish catches declined to a sixth of 


Helping nature heal 

‘Coral gardeners’ working to replenish Jamaica’s endangered reefs 



David J. Phillip/AP 


Diver Everton Simpson untangles lines of staghorn coral at a coral nursery in the White River Fish 
Sanctuary in Ocho Rios, Jamaica, in February. 



David J. Phillip/AP David Goldman/AP 

Left: Simpson grabs a handful of staghorn to be individually “transplanted” onto a reef. Right: Belinda 
Morrow, president of the White River Marine Association, uses a box with a glass bottom to look 
underwater from a boat as coral is planted. 


what they had been in the 1950s, 
pushing families depending on 
seafood closer to poverty. 

Many scientists thought most 
of Jamaica’s coral reef had been 
permanently replaced by sea¬ 
weed, like jungle overtaking a 


ruined cathedral. But today, the 
corals and tropical fish are slowly 
reappearing, thanks in part to a 
series of careful interventions. 

The delicate labor of the coral 
gardener is only one part of re¬ 
storing a reef. Persuading life¬ 


long fishermen to curtail when 
and where they fish and control¬ 
ling the surging waste dumped 
into the ocean are even trickier 
endeavors. 

Still, slowly, the comeback ef¬ 
fort is gaining momentum. 


* When you give nature a chance, she can repair herself. It’s not too late, f 

Stuart Sandin 

marine biologist at Scripps Institution of Oceanography in La Jolla, Calif. 


“When you give nature a 
chance, she can repair herself,” 
said Stuart Sandin, a marine biol¬ 
ogist at the Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography in La Jolla, Calif. 
“It’s not too late.” 

Sandin is studying the health 
of coral reefs around the world as 
part of a research project called 
the “100 Island Challenge.” His 
starting assumption was that the 
most populated islands would 
have the most degraded habitats, 
but he found instead that humans 
can be either a blessing or a curse, 
depending on how they manage 
resources. 

When Jamaica’s fish popula¬ 
tions began to collapse two de¬ 
cades ago, something had to 
change. 

In the past 10 years, more than 
a dozen grassroots-run coral 
nurseries and fish sanctuaries 
have sprung up, supported by 
small grants from foundations, 
local businesses such as hotels 
and scuba clinics, and the Jamai¬ 
can government. 

At the White River Fish Sanc¬ 
tuary, which is only about 2 years 
old and where Simpson works, 
the clearest proof of early suc¬ 
cess is the return of tropical fish 
that inhabit the reefs — as well as 
hungry pelicans, skimming the 
surface of the water to feed on 
them. 

No-fishing zones 

The solution was to create a 
protected area for immature fish 
to reach reproductive age before 
they are caught. 

Most of the more established 
fishermen, who own boats and 
set out lines and wire cages, have 
come to accept the no-fishing 
zone. 

But some younger men still 
hunt with lightweight spear- 
guns, swimming out to sea and 
firing at close range. Those men 
— some of them poor and with 
few options — are the most likely 
trespassers. 

Once it became clear that a 
no-fishing zone actually helped 
nearby fish populations rebound, 
however, it became easier to build 
support. 

The number of fish in the Ora- 
cabessa Bay Fish Sanctuary has 
doubled between 2011 and 2017, 
according to Jamaica’s Nation¬ 
al Environment and Planning 
Agency. That boosts catches in 
surrounding areas. 

Oracabessa was the first of the 
grassroots-led efforts to revive 
Jamaica’s coral reefs. Its sanctu¬ 
ary was legally incorporated in 
2010, and its approach of enlist¬ 
ing local fishermen as patrols be¬ 
came a model for other regions. 

After word got out about Ora¬ 
cabessa, other regions wanted 
advice. 

“The fishermen are mostly 
on board and happy — that’s the 
distinction. That’s why it’s work¬ 
ing,” sanctuary manager Inilek 
Wilmot said. 

Belinda Morrow, a lifelong 
water sports enthusiast who runs 
the White River Marine Associa¬ 
tion, noted that in Jamaica, “We 
all depend on the ocean. 

“If we don’t have a good healthy 
reef and a good healthy marine 
environment, we will lose too 
much,” she said. “Too much of the 
country relies on the sea.” 
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PR firms reject Hong Kong requests for image help 


By Eileen Ng 

Associated Press 

HONG KONG — Hong Kong 
leader Carrie Lam said Tuesday 
that international public relations 
firms have turned down the gov¬ 
ernment’s requests to help restore 
the city’s reputation after months 
of pro-democracy protests. 

The firms responded that “the 
time is not right” as the violence 
and unrest in the semiautonomous 
Chinese territory have shown 
no sign of ending, Lam said at a 
news conference. She didn’t give 
details on the firms or when they 
were approached. 

The city’s reputation has likely 
been tarnished not just by the 
protests but also by what many 
view as the government’s slow re¬ 
sponse to the crisis. 

Days after more than 1 million 


people took to the streets in early 
June, kicking off the protests, 
Lam suspended an extradition 
bill that sparked the unrest but 
refused to formally withdraw it. 
She caved in this month after the 
demonstrations escalated, but the 
promise to ax the bill was deemed 
too little, too late as protesters 
widened their demands to include 
democratic reforms. 

“It would perhaps be not the 
most cost-effective way to use 
government resources to launch 
any campaign to rebuild Hong 
Kong’s reputation, but sooner or 
later, we will have to do it because 
I have every confidence in Hong 
Kong’s fundamentals,” Lam said 
Tuesday. “The time will come for 
us to launch a major campaign to 
restore some of the damage done 
to Hong Kong’s reputation,” she 
said. 


Violence flared again over the 
weekend after an unapproved 
march downtown descended into 
familiar chaos. Hong Kong’s 
economy, already reeling from 
the U.S.-China trade war, is fac¬ 
ing its first recession in years, 
with tourist arrivals plunging 
and businesses being hit by the 
unrest. 

The government took out a full- 
page advertisement in the Austra¬ 
lian Financial Review earlier this 
month, two days after Lam’s an¬ 
nouncement that she was formal¬ 
ly withdrawing the bill, vowing a 
peaceful resolution to the conflict 
amid concerns of possible mili¬ 
tary intervention by China. It’s 
the only known overseas effort by 
the government to assuage inter¬ 
national jitters. 

Lam said the city’s downgrade 
this week by credit ratings agency 


Moody’s was “disappointing” but 
acknowledged that the continued 
instability has tarnished interna¬ 
tional perception of Hong Kong’s 
financial stability. Moody’s was 
the second agency to make the 
move after Fitch Rating. 

The world’s largest brewer, 
AB InBev, which produces Bud- 
weiser and Corona, provided a 
boost to the city as it revived plans 
Tuesday to list its Asian business 
to raise up to $4.8 billion in Hong 
Kong’s biggest initial public of¬ 
fering this year. 

It was, however, half the size 
of its original IPO, which was 
shelved two months ago and 
aimed to raise $9.8 billion in what 
would have been the world’s big¬ 
gest IPO this year. 

Jan Craps, CEO of the group’s 
Asia-Pacific arm, said there 
was strong investor interest in 


the company’s growth potential 
despite the challenging market 
conditions. 

Lam said that she will begin 
open dialogues next week with 
various community groups, in¬ 
cluding protesters, and that par¬ 
ticipants can freely express their 
views. 

Many protesters have said the 
dialogues are meaningless if the 
government refuses to accept 
their four other demands—direct 
elections for the city’s leaders, an 
independent inquiry into alleged 
police brutality, unconditional re¬ 
lease of protesters who have been 
detained and not labeling the pro¬ 
tests as riots. 

One prominent activist, Joshua 
Wong, was scheduled to speak 
to U.S. lawmakers Tuesday at a 
Washington hearing on U.S. pol¬ 
icy responses to the protests. 


Police: 74 e-scooter accidents 
in Berlin over 3-montli period 


Associated Press 

BERLIN — Berlin police said 
that in the three months since 
popular electric scooters have 
been allowed in the German capi¬ 
tal, they’ve seen 74 accidents, 65 
cases of drunken driving and 233 
traffic violations. 

Police said Tuesday that spot 


checks of scooter drivers in the 
evening hours show they are 
“frequently intoxicated” — and 
are treated the same as drunken 
drivers of automobiles. 

In the accidents, there have 
been 16 serious injuries and 43 
lighter injuries. Sixty-five have 
been caused by the scooter driv¬ 
ers, and 27 of them were solo 


accidents. In 19 cases, scooter 
drivers have been investigated 
for leaving the scene. 

Police said the main causes 
have been driver inattention, use 
of unauthorized paths or alcohol. 

Traffic violations include car¬ 
rying more than one person 
and using mobile phones while 
driving. 



Markus Schreiber/AP 


Electric scooters are parked near the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin 
on Tuesday. Police are reporting a high number of accidents and 
infractions involving e-scooters since they were allowed in the city. 


Chinese envoy due in Washington 
to prepare for trade negotiations 



American swimmer Sarah Thomas, 37, swims the English Channel. 
She completed the feat, her fourth in a row, Tuesday morning. 

US cancer survivor swims 
English Channel a 4th time 


Associated Press 

LONDON—An American can¬ 
cer survivor has succeeded in her 
remarkable quest to swim across 
the English Channel four times in 
a row. 

Sarah Thomas, 37, who is from 
Colorado, completed the feat 
Tuesday morning after more 
than 54 hours of swimming. 

Thomas completed treatment 


for breast cancer last year. 

She was cheered by a small 
crowd as she arrived in Dover. 
She was given champagne and 
chocolate to celebrate. 

Thomas said she was “a little 
sick” after so much time in the 
water and thanked her husband 
and supporters for urging her to 
keep going. 

She dedicated the swim to “all 
the survivors out there.” 


By Joe McDonald 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — A Chinese envoy 
will head to Washington on 
Wednesday to prepare for trade 
negotiations. 

The announcement Tuesday 
follows conciliatory gestures by 
both sides ahead of the October 
talks on their fight over trade and 
technology, which threatens to 
dampen global economic growth. 

A deputy finance minister, 
Liao Min, will lead a delegation 
to Washington to “pave the way” 
for the 13th round of negotiations, 
the official Xinhua News Agency 
said. 

The two governments have 
raised tariffs on billions of dol¬ 
lars of each other’s goods. That 
has battered farmers and manu¬ 
facturers on both sides and fueled 
fears the global economy, which 
already is showing signs of cool¬ 
ing, might tip into recession. 

Beijing announced Friday it 
will lift punitive tariffs on Ameri¬ 
can soybeans, China’s biggest 
import from the United States. 
That followed President Donald 
Trump’s decision to postpone a 
tariff increase on Chinese im¬ 
ports. But there has been no sign 


of progress on the core issues in 
their sprawling dispute. 

Negotiations between Wash¬ 
ington and Beijing broke down 
in May over how to enforce any 
deal. 

Beijing says Trump’s tariff in¬ 
creases must be lifted as soon as 
an agreement takes effect. Wash¬ 
ington wants to keep some in place 
to ensure Chinese compliance. 

Trump and Chinese President 
Xi Jinping agreed in June to re¬ 
sume talks, but the last round in 
Shanghai in July produced no 
progress. 

Washington wants Beijing to 
roll back plans for state-led de¬ 
velopment of leaders in robotics 
and other technologies that some 
American officials worry will 
erode U.S. industrial leadership. 

The World Bank and a Chinese 
Cabinet agency, in a report issued 
Tuesday, urged Beijing to open 
markets and curb subsidies and 
official involvement in technol¬ 
ogy industries that it says might 
hamper development instead of 
promoting it. 

The report on China’s fledgling 
technology was commissioned 
three years ago, well before the 
trade war with Trump over trade 


and Beijing’s technology ambi¬ 
tions erupted. 

It does not mention the trade 
war though it focuses on the same 
policies that Washington, Europe, 
Japan and other trading partners 
say violate Beijing’s market-open¬ 
ing commitments. 

Critics of those policies com¬ 
plain that they are based on steal¬ 
ing or improperly pressuring 
foreign companies to hand over 
technology and shielding Chinese 
industry from competition. 

The report was issued by the 
World Bank, the Chinese Finance 
Ministry and the Cabinet’s Devel¬ 
opment Research Center, which 
represents the most free-market- 
oriented wing of the ruling Com¬ 
munist Party. 

It marks the third time the 
Washington-based bank and the 
DRC have collaborated on reports 
urging that the government scale 
back its role in the state-domi¬ 
nated economy. They have had a 
limited impact on policy. 

“Developing new drivers of 
growth is becoming more ur¬ 
gent” due to a “complicated in¬ 
ternational environment” and 
weakening Chinese economy, a 
DRC official, Zhang Junkuo, said 
at a news conference. 
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S. Korea culls pigs 
after confirming 
African swine fever 


By Kim Tong-Hyung 
Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korea is culling thousands of pigs 
after confirming African swine 
fever at a farm near its border 
with North Korea, which had an 
outbreak in May. 

Kim Hyun-soo, South Korea’s 
agricultural minister, said the 
country’s first case of the highly 
contagious disease was con¬ 
firmed Tuesday in tests on five 
pigs that died Monday evening at 
the farm in the city of Paju. 

Officials were planning to 
complete by Tuesday the culling 
of some 4,000 pigs raised at the 
farm and two other farms run by 
the same family. The government 
also strengthened efforts to disin¬ 
fect farms and transport vehicles 
and ordered a 48-hour standstill 
on all pig farms, slaughterhous¬ 
es and feed factories across the 
country to prevent the spread of 
the disease, which threatens a 
massive industry that involves 
6,000 farms raising more than 11 
million pigs. 

African swine fever has deci¬ 
mated pig herds in China and 
other Asian countries before 


reaching the Koreas. It is harm¬ 
less to people, but for pigs it is 
highly contagious and fatal. There 
is no known cure. 

“We will invest maximum ef¬ 
fort to prevent the disease from 
spreading. ... We believe the first 
week (following the outbreak) 
would be most dangerous,” con¬ 
sidering incubation periods, Kim 
said during a news conference in 
Sejong City. 

“We will quickly complete 
monitoring inspections at the 
6,300 farms (nationwide) ... 
checking each pig to see whether 
it has fever or not and testing on 
even the slightest of symptoms,” 
he said. 

South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in called for fast and stern 
quarantine measures to prevent 
the disease from wreaking havoc 
on the pork industry, the presi¬ 
dential Blue House said. 

The outbreak in South Korea 
comes despite months of height¬ 
ened monitoring efforts at bor¬ 
der-area farms after the disease 
spread to North Korea. In May, 
the North told the World Organi¬ 
zation for Animal Health, or OIE, 
that 77 of the 99 pigs at a coop- 



Lim Byung-shick, Yonhap/AP 


Disinfectant solution is sprayed as a precaution against African swine 
fever at a pig farm in Raju, South Korea, Tuesday. 


erative farm near its border with 
China died of the disease, and the 
remaining 22 pigs were culled. 

South Korea’s agriculture min¬ 
istry said investigators were sent 
to the farm to trace the source of 
the outbreak, and it wasn’t imme¬ 
diately clear if the disease would 
have crossed from North Korea. 
The ministry said in June that 
blood tests of pigs from some 340 
farms near the border with the 
North came back negative. 

North Korea has scaled back 
cooperation with South Korea 
after a summit between leader 
Kim Jong Un and President Don¬ 
ald Trump collapsed in February, 
and it has ignored repeated South 
Korean calls for joint efforts to 
stem the spread of the disease. 

South Korea placed hundreds 
of fences and traps around border 
area farms to prevent pigs from 
being infected by wild boars that 


roam in and out of North Korea. 
South Korea’s military, which 
had monitored the movement of 
wild boars through heat sensors 
installed along the border, said it 
would be difficult for wild boars 
to cross over barbed wire fences 
in the mine-scattered border 
zone. But government officials 
have said the animals could pos¬ 
sibly swim across rivers. 

Kim, the South Korean agri¬ 
cultural minister, said the Paju 
farm hit by the disease was about 
1.5 miles away from a river that 
runs across the border. But it is 
a sealed indoor facility with no 
windows and is surrounded by 
fences to fend off wild boars. The 
farm’s owner and four Nepalese 
workers said they hadn’t recently 
traveled outside of South Korea, 
Kim said. 


Indonesia sends more resources to battle fires 



Laily Rachev, Indonesian Presidential Secretariat/AP 


Indonesian President Joko Widodo inspects a burned forest in Pelalawan, Riau province, Indonesia, 
Tuesday. He said he regrets that local authorities have been slow in detecting and responding to fires. 


Associated Press 

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Indo¬ 
nesia’s president traveled to the 
area hardest hit by forest fires as 
neighboring countries urged his 
government to do more to tackle 
the blazes that have spread a 
thick, noxious haze around South¬ 
east Asia. 

President Joko Widodo flew 
to Riau province, where nearly 
123,500 acres have burned, to 
encourage authorities to get the 
haze under control. 

Widodo told reporters Tuesday 
in the provincial capital, Pekan- 
baru, that about 5,600 additional 
military personnel have been 
deployed to help the 9,000 people 
currently fighting the fires, which 
have razed more than 812,000 
acres of land nationwide. 

He said at least 52 helicopters 
have dropped more than 69V2 
million gallons of water and 164 
tons of salt for cloud seeding as 
part of the firefighting efforts in 
six provinces that have declared 
states of emergency. The prov¬ 
inces have a combined population 
of more than 23 million. 

“All efforts have been made, 
with more personnel on the 
ground to battle the fires,” Wido¬ 
do said, “But the most important 
measure is prevention before 
fires occur.” 

Widodo regretted that local au¬ 
thorities have been slow in detect¬ 


ing and responding to fires before 
they start to grow. 

“We have all the resources, 
but all of them were not activated 
properly,” he said. 

He urged people to refrain 
from setting fires on peatlands 
or in forests that could trigger 
wildfires and ordered authorities 
to take firm action against arson¬ 
ists, both company employees 
and villagers. 

Forestry and Environment 
Minister Siti Nurbaya Bakar said 
Tuesday the ministry is investi¬ 


gating 370 plantation companies 
suspected of intentionally setting 
fires for new planting, including 
103 in Riau province. 

She said authorities have 
sealed off at least 49 companies 
in the past week for investigation, 
including a Singaporean-based 
company and four firms affili¬ 
ated with a Malaysian palm oil 
corporate group. 

Police have arrested 185 people 
suspected of starting forest fires. 
They could be prosecuted under 


an environmental protection law 
that allows up to 10 years in pris¬ 
on for setting fires to clear land, 
national police spokesman Dedi 
Prasetyo said. 

Nearly every year, Indonesian 
forest fires spread health-damag¬ 
ing haze across the country and 
into neighboring Malaysia and 
Singapore. The fires are often 
started by smallholders and plan¬ 
tation owners who set land on fire 
as a cheap way of clearing it for 
new planting. 


Taiwan loses 
Solomons, its 
biggest ally 
in the Pacific 

By Nick Perry 

Associated Press 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
— Taiwan has lost its largest ally 
in the Pacific after the Solomon 
Islands confirmed Tuesday that it 
is switching diplomatic allegiance 
to China, and observers say other 
Pacific nations may soon follow. 

The switch has geopolitical sig¬ 
nificance that will be felt as far 
away as Washington because the 
Solomon Islands are located di¬ 
rectly between Australia and the 
U.S. and were the site of fierce 
battles during World War II. 

Alex Akwai, a spokesman for 
Solomon Islands Prime Minis¬ 
ter Manasseh Sogavare, said the 
government’s caucus took a poll 
on Monday, with 27 lawmakers 
voting in favor of switching alle¬ 
giance to China and six abstain¬ 
ing. He said the Cabinet then 
voted unanimously in favor of the 
change. 

Akwai said the Taiwanese Em¬ 
bassy in the capital, Honiara, had 
lowered its flag on Tuesday. Em¬ 
bassy staff declined to comment. 

Taiwanese President Tsai Ing- 
wen said it will close the embassy 
and recall all technical and medi¬ 
cal staff stationed there. 

“We sincerely regret and 
strongly condemn their govern¬ 
ment’s decision to establish diplo¬ 
matic relations with China,” Tsai 
said. 

China, meanwhile, said it wel¬ 
comed the Solomon Islands into 
its Pacific family. 

“China highly commends the 
decision of the Solomon Islands’ 
government to recognize the one- 
China principle and sever the 
so-called ‘diplomatic ties’ with 
the Taiwan authorities,” Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chu- 
nying said in a statement. 

China considers Taiwan to be 
part of its territory and wants 
to bring the island back into its 
fold. Taiwan split from mainland 
China during a civil war in 1949 
and set up a rival government 
to the victorious Communists in 
Beijing. 

Most countries recognize Bei¬ 
jing today, and China has been 
ratcheting up diplomatic and 
economic pressure to woo the re¬ 
maining ones since Tsai took of¬ 
fice in 2016. 

With a population of 660,000, 
the Solomon Islands were eas¬ 
ily Taiwan’s largest remaining 
ally in the Pacific. Its economy 
relies on agriculture, fishing and 
forestry, and the country has a 
wealth of undeveloped mineral 
resources. 

Now only 16 countries world¬ 
wide continue to recognize Tai¬ 
wan, including five small Pacific 
nations. Of those, the Marshall 
Islands and Palau have close ties 
with the U.S. and are unlikely to 
switch allegiance anytime soon. 
But experts say Kiribati, Nauru 
and Tuvalu could soon switch. 
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Scissors can take a hike 


Fierce winds whip the hair of Appalachian Trail hiker Dillon Sauerwein, of North Richland Hills, Texas, as he approaches the summit of 
6,288-foot Mount Washington in New Hampshire. Sauerwein, who goes by his trail name “Freebird,” began his hike in Georgia in March, 
and he hasn’t had a haircut since. He hopes to reach the trail’s northern terminus on Maine’s Mount Katahdin in October. 

THE CENSUS 


1,550 


The number of doses of codeine cough syrup 
with which a Georgia man attempting to fill a 
forged prescription was arrested, authorities 
said. James Bloodworth III, 27, from Decatur, 
Ga., was arrested Saturday in Hartselle, Ala., 
and charged with possession of a controlled substance. In a statement, Hartselle 
police alleged Bloodworth was attempting to fill a phony prescription before he 
fled from police in a vehicle. Police said Bloodworth lost control of the car and 
flipped it over, then continued to flee on foot before he was arrested. 


Bagger gets woman’s 
purse back after theft 

■ Jt SHREVEPORT — A 
grocery store bagger 
in Louisiana has been hailed as a 
hero for stopping a man who tried 
to steal a woman’s purse. 

News outlets reported Juwone 
Scott, 26, was talking to a cus¬ 
tomer Thursday at Brookshire’s 
Food & Pharmacy in Shreveport 
when a man snatched the wom¬ 
an’s purse and ran. Scott said 
he chased down the culprit, who 
punched and kicked him in the 
face. Scott said he got the purse 
and returned it to the woman. 

Scott has autism. His mother, 
Satara Scott, says he’s a Special 
Olympics athlete and the skills 
he’s learned as a weightlifter 
helped him confront the alleged 
purse snatcher. 

Men face charges for 
walking on Old Faithful 

tAIW YELLOWSTONE 
¥¥ 1 NATIONAL PARK 
— Two men face criminal charg¬ 
es for walking onto Old Faithful 
Geyser in Yellowstone National 
Park. 

Kimberly Guilliams told 
KTMF-TV in Missoula, Mont., 
she saw the men leaning directly 
over the geyser to take photos 
Sept. 10. Going off boardwalks 
in Yellowstone’s thermal areas is 
dangerous and illegal. Old Faith¬ 
ful erupts with boiling hot water 
about once every hour. 

Park officials said the men 
have been summoned to appear 
in federal court. 

Several people have been cited 
over the years for wandering onto 
Old Faithful. Others have been 
burned by falling or stepping into 
the park’s thermal features. 

Firefighters free child’s 
finger from buckle 

DANBURY — Fire- 
I fighters in Connecti¬ 
cut said they safely extracted a 
5-year-old child’s finger after it 
got stuck in a school bus seatbelt 
buckle. 

The News-Times reported that 
first responders from New Fair- 
field and Danbury used a high¬ 
speed diamond cutter to free the 
unnamed child from the buckle 
Friday evening at Danbury 
Hospital. The newspaper said 
firefighters tried a number of 
different ways to free the finger, 
including using oil and ice, before 
turning to the cutter. 

The procedure involved placing 
a safety guard over the child’s fin¬ 
ger and keeping a stream of water 
going over the tool and the belt to 
keep the metal from overheating. 

Firefighters said the child’s 
hand wasn’t injured. 

Prosecutors: Paramedic 
took patients’ morphine 

CARNESVILLE — A 
Georgia paramedic is 
accused of stealing morphine, 
replacing it with another liquid 
and then reattaching the cap with 
super glue. 

Prosecutors said Michael 
Shane Hambrick knew the vial he 
left behind would be intended for 


critically injured patients who are 
in need of the pain medication. 

A newly filed indictment says 
Hambrick was a supervisory 
emergency medical technician/ 
paramedic at Franklin County 
EMS when the crime occurred in 
September 2018. 

Mansion from Gilded 
Age sells for only $4M 

||J| p BAR HARBOR — A 
1*1 k mansion of the Gild¬ 
ed Age originally listed at $15 
million has sold for a fraction of 
its original asking price in Bar 
Harbor. 

The Bangor Daily News re¬ 
ported the eight-bedroom East 
of Eden waterfront house sold for 
$4.1 million. Its assessed value is 
$5.1 million, and it remained on 
the market for two years before 
its Sept. 7 scheduled auction. 

The mansion was built in 1910 
and dates back to the glory days 
of Bar Harbor’s Millionaire’s 
Row. 

Motorist injured in 
boulder collision 

WA CHESTERFIELD 
W — What a Virginia mo¬ 
torist thought was a large trash 
bag on the road as she traveled to 
work before dawn turned out to 
be a boulder the size of a picnic 
table. 


Barbara Harris, of Amelia 
County, was seriously injured 
when her SUV collided with the 
rock early Friday. The Richmond 
Times Dispatch reported Har¬ 
ris fractured a vertebra and a 
wrist. She said Saturday she may 
need surgery if her pain doesn’t 
subside. 

Harris, 64, said she didn’t have 
time to swerve before her ve¬ 
hicle flipped over and rolled. She 
said she crawled out because she 
smelled gasoline and worried an¬ 
other driver would strike the car. 

Pigeon all business as 
lawmaker decries poop 

|| CHICAGO — A pigeon 
IL apparently didn’t think 
much of a lawmaker’s ideas to 
address a messy situation at a 
Chicago Transit Authority stop 
known by some as “pigeon poop 
station.” 

WBBM-TV reported that one 


of the birds did its business on 
the head of Democratic state 
Rep. Jaime Andrade as he was 
discussing the problem with a 
reporter outside the Irving Park 
Blue Line station. During the in¬ 
terview, Andrade rubbed the top 
of his head and said, “I think they 
just got me.” They did. 

The sidewalks outside the sta¬ 
tion are covered in bird waste and 
feathers. One of Andrade’s ideas 
is to ask the CTA to install a hose 
line for power washing when it 
constructs escalators at the stop. 

Crowd divided on having 
F-35s at local base 

| MADISON — The pos- 
ff I sibility of locating the 
military’s newest fighter jets in 
Madison drew hundreds of people 
to a National Guard meeting. 

The crowd at the Alliant En¬ 
ergy Center on Thursday night in 
Madison was divided on whether 


basing the supersonic jets at 
Truax Field would be a good 
idea. The base is one of five loca¬ 
tions under consideration for two 
squadrons of F-35 jets. 

An environmental impact study 
says noise from the jets could ren¬ 
der more than 1,000 homes “in¬ 
compatible for residential use.” 

The State Journal said oppo¬ 
nents held “No F-35” signs and 
sang protest songs, while pro¬ 
ponents wore blue stickers and 
baseball caps supporting the $90 
million jets. 

State ordered to pay for 
building on private land 

m PROVIDENCE — A 
judge has ruled that 
Rhode Island will have to com¬ 
pensate a construction company 
for building a public bikeway on 
private property. 

The Providence Journal report¬ 
ed that general contractor H.V. 
Collins sued the state Department 
of Transportation in 2016 soon 
after the agency began building 
the Blackstone River Bikeway. 
The path’s southernmost section 
begins in Providence’s Fox Point 
neighborhood and passes behind 
the company’s offices. 

A Superior Court judge this 
month ordered the state to de¬ 
termine how much they owe H.V. 
Collins. 

From wire reports 
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‘SNL’ fires 
Gillis over 
racist slurs 



Gillis 


From wire reports 

Comic Shane Gillis has been 
fired by “Saturday Night Live” 
without ever setting foot in front 
of the sketch-comedy show’s 
cameras. 

Gillis, one of three new “Sat¬ 
urday Night Live” cast members 
announced Sept. 12 by NBC, was 
immediately the focus of contro¬ 
versy over racist 
slurs — one, in 
particular, was 
aimed at Chi¬ 
nese people — 
that he used in 
recent podcasts. 

“After talk¬ 
ing with Shane 
Gillis, we have 
decided that he 
will not be joining SNL,” an NBC 
spokesperson said Monday in a 
statement on behalf of “SNL” cre¬ 
ator Lome Michaels. 

“We want ‘SNL’ to have a va¬ 
riety of voices and points of view 
within the show, and we hired 
Shane on the strength of his tal¬ 
ent as a comedian and his impres¬ 
sive audition for ‘SNL.’ We were 
not aware of his prior remarks 
that have surfaced over the past 
few days. The language he used is 
offensive, hurtful and unaccept¬ 
able. We are sorry that we did not 
see these clips earlier, and that 
our vetting process was not up to 
our standard.” 

Gillis also made a statement 
Monday, via Twitter. 

“I’m a comedian who was funny 
enough to get ‘SNL.’ That can’t 
be taken away,” Gillis said. “Of 
course I wanted the opportunity 
to prove myself at ‘SNL,’ but I un¬ 
derstand it would be too much of a 
distraction. I respect the decision 
they made. I’m honestly grateful 
for the opportunity. I was always 
a mad tv guy anyway.” 


Injured Brinkley out of 
'Dancing with the Stars' 

Christie Brinkley was sidelined 
for Monday’s season premiere of 
“Dancing with the Stars.” 

ABC said in a statement that 
Brinkley is unable to continue 
this season following surgery to 
her wrist and arm. No details of 
her injury were given. 

Sailor Brinkley-Cook replaced 
her mother on 
the show in 
Monday night’s 
opening epi¬ 
sode. Brinkley- 
Cook is a model 
who has ap¬ 
peared in Sports 
Illustrated. 

Celebrities 
competing in 
season 28 include Hannah Brown 
of “The Bachelorette,” former 
White House press secretary 
Sean Spicer, Lauren Alaina, Ally 
Brooke, Mary Wilson and athletes 
Lamar Odom and Ray Lewis. 
Kate Flannery, Karamo Brown, 
Kel Mitchell and James Van Der 
Beek are also competing. 



Brinkley-Cook 



Spurlock's fowl play 


‘Super Size Me’ filmmaker pulls back curtain 
on fast-food chicken processing industry 


By Mark Kennedy 

Associated Press 

L ast time out, documentary filmmaker 
Morgan Spurlock ate only fast food for 
a month. This time, he’s the one dishing 
out the fried stuff. 

Spurlock has gone from being an avid Big Mac 
consumer in “Super Size Me” to serving his own 
chicken sandwiches in “Super Size Me 2: Holy 
Chicken!” — a sober look at an industry that pro¬ 
cesses 9 billion animals a year in America. 

“I think the intention is to kind of give you a 
different perspective of the fast-food world — the 
fast-food commodity world — from a much more 
corporate point of view,” said Spurlock. 

Viewers watch as the filmmaker goes to Ala¬ 
bama to learn about raising chicks and follow 
the process all the way until he opens his own 
chicken restaurant in central Ohio, the nation’s 
test-market capital. 

It’s been 15 years since he ate only at Mc¬ 
Donald’s for a month to illustrate the dangers of 
a fast-food diet. Since then, he’s seen an explo¬ 
sion in restaurants stressing freshness, artisanal 
methods, farm-to-table goodness and ethically 
sourced ingredients. But nutritionally, not much 
has changed. 

“There has been this massive shift and people 
say to me, ‘So has the food gotten healthier?’ And 
I say, ‘Well, the marketing sure has,”’ he said. 

The film was to premiere at the Sundance 
Film Festival in 2017 but it was shelved at the 
height of the #MeToo movement when Spurlock 
came forward to detail his own history of sexual 
misconduct. 

He confessed that he had been accused of rape 
while in college and had settled a sexual harass¬ 
ment case with a female assistant. He also admit¬ 
ted to cheating on numerous partners. 

Two years on, he said he’s “in the process of 
continuing to heal and continuing to get better 
and make amends to the people that I need to.” 

“For me there was a moment of kind of real¬ 
ization — as somebody who is a truth teller and 


somebody who has made it a point of trying to 
do what’s right — of recognizing that I could do 
better in my own life. We should be able to admit 
we were wrong.” 

Spurlock’s film about fast-food chicken re- 
emerges during a food feud over fried-chicken 
sandwiches, with the nation obsessed with a Pop- 
eyes version. But viewers of “Super Size Me 2: 
Holy Chicken!” might skip that menu item once 
they learn about the cruelty and dishonesty used 
to make it. 

Spurlock focuses on two parts of the fast-food 
world: chicken farmers stuck in a peculiar finan¬ 
cial system and the attempt by fast-food chains 
to deceive customers into thinking they’re eating 
healthier. 

Spurlock finds that advertising terms such as 
“all-natural,” “cage-free” and “hormone-free” 
are virtually meaningless. He discovers that 
offering his chickens a few inches of walled- 
off space outside means they are now officially 
“free-range.” 

He finds that 99% of the chickens we eat are 
produced by five companies. Talking to farm¬ 
ers, he uncovers a reward system they consider 
rigged, one they complain makes them “inden¬ 
tured servants” to Big Chicken. Spurlock’s own 
chicks are bred to grow so fast that they often 
suffer heart attacks or can’t stand up. 

Spurlock’s restaurant becomes a bold counter¬ 
point to the industry, offering actual photos of his 
pale, sad-looking chickens, debunking slick food 
advertising on signs and offering explanations on 
the walls of how farmers are mistreated. 

His sandwiches are wrapped in paper that says: 
“Better for you — sounds great, means nothing.” 
His poorly paid staff members wear T-shirts that 
read “Part-time all the time.” He admits to paint¬ 
ing grill marks on fried chicken to make it seem 
healthier and to painting the walls green to give 
the impression that the food is natural. 

“I think the restaurant does a great job of 
doing that and kind of ripping the Band-Aid off 
the misleading terms and fractured landscape 
that we couch our food system in,” he said. 


Morgan Spurlock invites customers to eat — and think long and hard about what they’re eating 
— at his Holy Chicken restaurant in “Super Size Me 2.” 


Brown, Combs among 
CMT Artists of the Year 

Carrie Underwood, Kane 
Brown, Luke Combs, Dan + Shay 
and Thomas Rhett will be hon¬ 
ored as the country’s top stars at 
the 10th annual CMT Artists of 
the Year television special. 

The 90-minute special airing 
live from Nashville on Oct. 16 
will include tribute performanc¬ 
es to each of the honorees, which 
were selected by CMT for having 
chart-topping albums and singles 
and selling out arenas across the 
country. 

Brown, Combs and Dan + Shay 
are all receiving this recognition 
from CMT for the first time, while 
Rhett has been honored before 
and Underwood will be receiving 
her fifth CMT Artists of the Year 
recognition. 

Combs’ 2017 record-break¬ 
ing debut album, “This One’s 
For You,” is double platinum and 
he has had six No. 1 Billboard 
Country Airplay singles in just 
two years. Dan + Shay picked up 
a Grammy Award this year for 
their performance of “Tequila,” a 
pop radio crossover hit single. 

And Brown, who has been 
snubbed for nominations at 
the upcoming CMA Awards in 
November, has had four No. 1 
country airplay singles and has 
made a name for himself with 
cross-genre collaborations with 
Marshmello, Khalid, Becky G 
and more. 

Rhett is one of country’s most 
consistent hit-makers in recent 
years with 13 No. 1 singles and is 
the reigning Academy of Coun¬ 
try Music male artist of the year. 
And Underwood, a seven-time 
Grammy winner, became the 
first woman to land four country 
albums at the top of the all-genre 
Billboard 200 chart last year with 
her latest record, “Cry Pretty.” 

Netflix to air 'Seinfeld' 
starting in 2021 

Move aside, “Friends” and “The 
Office.” Netflix now has a new 
gem — a show about nothing. 

The company announced Mon¬ 
day it would start streaming all 
180 episodes of “Seinfeld” in 
2021, gaining a hugely popular 
addition to its library as the battle 
for viewers heats up. 

Netflix Inc., which pioneered 
the binge-watching culture of 
streaming, was dealt a double 
blow this summer when it lost 
“The Office” and “Friends,” two 
of its most popular shows, as their 
owners pulled them to add to their 
own streaming services. 

“The Office” will leave at the 
end of 2020 to join NBCUniver- 
sal’s new streaming service, and 
“Friends” will leave in early 2020 
to join HBO Max service. 

Other news 

■ Cars frontman Ric Ocasek 
died from hypertensive and ath¬ 
erosclerotic cardiovascular dis¬ 
ease, the city’s medical examiner 
said Monday. Pulmonary emphy¬ 
sema was also a contributing 
factor in the 75-year-old singer’s 
death, the medical examiner 
added. Ocasek was found in his 
home Sunday afternoon. Police 
said they did not suspect foul 
play. 


Samuel Goldwyn Films 


From wire services 
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By Dennis Ross 
Special to The Washington Post 

S aturday’s attack on Abqaiq, home 
to one of the most important pe¬ 
troleum processing facilities in 
Saudi Arabia, threatens to dramati¬ 
cally escalate tensions in the Persian Gulf. 
While the Saudis have not yet attributed 
blame, they are likely to do so soon — and 
to react accordingly. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo has declared what most ob¬ 
servers suspect: The Iranians might not 
have directly orchestrated the attacks but 
are almost certainly behind them. 

If true, Iran is continuing its response 
to the Trump administration’s “maximum 
pressure” campaign with its own version 
of maximum pressure. The Iranians have 
long declared that if they cannot export 
their oil, others won’t be able to either. In 
May, just weeks after President Donald 
Trump decided to add to existing sanc¬ 
tions with the aim of reducing Tehran’s oil 
exports to zero, Iran began its “deniable” 
assault on oil supplies out of the area, twice 
attacking oil tankers and using proxies in 
Yemen and Iraq to attack Saudi facilities. 

Using proxies and denying responsibil¬ 
ity for such attacks is the Iranian way of 
reducing the risks of such actions. And 
the U.S. response to date has persuaded 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
that the risks of what the Quds Force of the 
Revolutionary Guard is doing are manage¬ 
able. After all, when Trump declared that 
we don’t get our oil out of the Persian Gulf, 
so others should bear the main responsibil¬ 
ity for keeping the Strait of Hormuz open, 
he reversed the policy of every president 
since Jimmy Carter — who declared the 
Persian Gulf a vital national security inter¬ 
est of the United States in January 1980. 


By Charles Lane 

The Washington Post 

T he destructive strike on Saudi 
Arabian oil production facilities on 
Saturday, almost certainly carried 
out by or on behalf of Iran, brings 
the Middle East a step closer to general 
war. The long-anticipated test of President 
Donald Trump’s crisis management skills 
might be at hand. 

It’s a scary thought. Here’s an even scar¬ 
ier one: Suppose the U.S. reached this mo¬ 
ment without ever having taken advantage 
of the innovative oil and gas production 
technique known as hydraulic fracturing, 
or “fracking,” which enabled drillers to 
free up previously inaccessible hydrocar¬ 
bons from shale formations in North Da¬ 
kota and Texas, among other places. 

In December 2007, President George W. 
Bush declared “dependence on oil — es¬ 
pecially oil from foreign lands” one of the 
most serious challenges facing the nation. 
Now, the United States has essentially no 
trade deficit in energy, according to J.P 
Morgan Asset Management; it exports 
growing quantities of oil and gas. This 
country, not Saudi Arabia, is the world’s 
largest producer of crude — daily produc¬ 
tion is now 12.1 million barrels a day, up 
from about half that much in 2012 — and 
the one best positioned to ramp up supply 
in response to sudden market swings. 

Oil prices are likely to spike in the short¬ 
term aftermath of the attack on Saudi Ara¬ 
bia but, as Clifford Krauss and Stanley 
Reed of The New York Times report, the 
availability of a secure U.S. oil supply is one 
of several factors — including large stock¬ 
piles around the world — that should help 
cushion the blow to the global economy. 

In other words, fracking is a strategic 
U.S. asset that tips the balance against a 


Trump will face a dilemma. He will not 
want oil prices to shoot up, and he will not 
want to get embroiled in a war with Iran. 
There are several steps he should take. 

First, it is good that Trump is prepared 
to open the strategic petroleum reserve. 
But the release needs to be significant, at 
least 100 million barrels, not only to hold 
down oil prices but to show the Iranians 
that we can prevent them from immediate¬ 
ly squeezing the international community. 

Second, the secretary of state must work 
immediately to get the Europeans to de¬ 
clare that they will have little choice but 
to reimpose sanctions on Iran if there are 
further such attacks. Until now, European 
fear of escalation — and distrust of what we 
might do — has kept them from holding the 
Iranians responsible for the earlier attacks 
on tankers. This time, however, Pompeo is 
in a position to say credibly that nonaction 
will make a conflict inevitable. 

Third, Trump should call Russian Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin and ask him to pass 
a message to Khamenei: If the attacks 
don’t stop, we will take military steps to 
stop them. Putin wants to be seen as the 
arbiter of events in the region and does not 
want U.S. power again to look decisive. The 
supreme leader won’t ignore what Putin 
conveys. With the Chinese dependent on 
oil from the region, they, too, should be ap¬ 
proached to pressure the Iranians as part 
of the campaign to show Khamenei the 
Revolutionary Guard’s aggressive policy is 
becoming far too dangerous. 

Fourth, because Saudi Arabia might feel 
it must react to protect its territory and 
to show that Iran cannot engineer such 
attacks with impunity, the administra¬ 
tion must now offer additional means to 
be able to blunt and counter such attacks. 
In addition, if it does not want the Saudis 


wider Middle East war, though obviously 
such a catastrophe might come anyway. 

Which brings us to the Democratic can¬ 
didates who have been calling for a ban on 
fracking due to environmental concerns. 
The field includes several fracking-ban¬ 
ners, the most prominent of whom are the 
progressive darlings, Sens. Elizabeth War¬ 
ren, D-Mass., and Bernie Sanders, I-Vt. 

A fracking ban ranks as one of the most 
irresponsible promises of the campaign, 
and it would be a terrible idea even if the 
situation in the Middle East had not just re¬ 
minded us of fracking’s strategic benefits. 
Shutting down existing fracked wells would 
mean eliminating the source of 40 percent 
of all U.S. primary energy, according to 
J.P. Morgan Asset Management. That is 
probably why Sanders has acknowledged 
his ban wouldn’t take effect “overnight.” 

A phaseout, or a ban only on new frack¬ 
ing, might wreak less economic havoc, 
but it would still set back efforts to reduce 
greenhouse gases. That’s because fracking 
has enabled the United States to substitute 
cleaner-burning natural gas for coal, con¬ 
tributing to a 14% reduction in energy-re¬ 
lated carbon dioxide emissions between 
2005, when the fracking boom began, and 
2016. The more cheap gas we produce, the 
more coal we can displace. 

Oil and natural gas are still fossil fuels; 
burning them is still a far greater source 
of carbon than, say, solar, nuclear or wind 
power. Fracking uses tremendous amounts 
of water, which creates a risk of contami¬ 
nation and other environmental problems. 
Hence the candidates’ objections. 

The right responses are: First, natural 
gas remains necessary as an alternative to 
coal as a source of on-demand (“baseload”) 
electric power, and it probably will be nec¬ 
essary until technology enables sufficient 
storage of intermittent wind- or solar-gen¬ 


to react militarily, it will need to show we 
can affect Iran’s behavior. Trump’s call to 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman on 
Saturday was no doubt designed to pro¬ 
vide reassurance. But we will still have to 
demonstrate that we can stop the Iranian 
attacks or at least offer better protection 
against drone attacks than the Saudis pres¬ 
ently have. 

Lastly, it is essential that the Iranians 
fear the consequences of their actions now 
and that they lack plausible deniability for 
them. The problem is that our maximum 
pressure is putting the Islamic Republic in 
a corner economically but not politically 
or militarily. The supreme leader does not 
believe there is much to be lost unless the 
United States is prepared to lift the sanc¬ 
tions on Iran — or to actually carry out 
military strikes against it. 

Striking the balance between threats 
and offering the Iranians a way out is the 
challenge before the administration now. 
One possibility might be for the adminis¬ 
tration to propose that the French host a 
meeting of the parties to the Iran nuclear 
deal — the five permanent members of the 
U.N. Security Council, as well as Germany 
and the Iranians — with the aim of dis¬ 
cussing the Iranian nuclear program and 
the regional dangers. True, there is a risk 
that the U.S. will come under pressure to 
rejoin the nuclear deal or drop sanctions, 
but the Iranians and the other participants 
should also know that if this fails, a dan¬ 
gerous escalation could be the result. 

Regardless, if Trump is to avoid a crisis 
that might soon spin out of control, he will 
have to act soon. 


Dennis Ross, a former special assistant to 
President Barack Obama, is the counselor and 
William Davidson distinguished fellow at the 
Washington Institute. 


erated electricity. Second, smart regulation 
can limit fracking’s negative environmen¬ 
tal effects. President Barack Obama’s En¬ 
vironmental Protection Agency produced 
a report in 2016 that described what can go 
wrong with fracking and what measures 
(spill prevention, wastewater treatment) 
can control the risks, contrary to Sanders’ 
sweeping claim that “no amount of regula¬ 
tion can make it safe.” 

“Continue, but regulate” is basically the 
fracking position that former Vice Presi¬ 
dent Joe Biden has staked out, along with 
other more moderate Democratic candi¬ 
dates such as Sens. Michael Bennet, of Col¬ 
orado, and Amy Klobuchar, of Minnesota. 

Not that it’s the main consideration, but 
politically the fracking ban is also a dicey 
proposition for Democrats. Their prime 
directive is to beat Trump. Accomplish¬ 
ing that probably will require carrying 
Pennsylvania, with its 20 electoral votes, 
which in turn means bringing working- 
class voters in Western Pennsylvania back 
to the Democratic column. Yet thousands 
of them depend, directly or indirectly, on 
natural gas fracking for their livelihoods. 

Do Democrats want to turn Texas blue? 
The party can forget about that too if it em¬ 
braces a fracking ban. The oil and gas in¬ 
dustry supports hundreds of thousands of 
good-paying jobs in that state. 

The looming crisis in the Middle East re¬ 
minds us of the risks we — and the whole 
world — face because the White House is 
occupied by someone who might not re¬ 
ally know what he’s doing. It also shows 
how much it really does matter whether 
the Democrats put forward a realistic and 
pragmatic alternative in 2020. 

Washington Post editorial writer/columnist 
Charles Lane specializes in economic and fiscal 


Mideast crisis should remind us of value of fracking 
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Talks continue, but no deal yet in UAW strike 



Bryan Woolston/AP 


Striking plant workers cheer outside the General Motor assembly 
plant in Bowling Green, Ky., on Monday. Contract talks between the 
company and UAW were set to continue Tuesday. 


By Tom Krisher 
and Mike Householder 

Associated Press 

DETROIT — Talks were set 
to resume Tuesday after a pause 
overnight, but there was no end 
to the strike against General 
Motors. 

Brian Rothenberg, spokesman 
for the UAW, said Tuesday “They 
are talking, they’ve made prog¬ 
ress; we’ll see how long it takes.” 

The walkout by upward of 
49,000 United Auto Workers 
members has brought to a stand¬ 
still more than 50 factories and 
parts warehouses in the union’s 
first strike against the No. 1 
U.S. automaker in more than a 
decade. 

Workers left factories and 
formed picket lines shortly after 
midnight Monday in the dispute 
over a new four-year contract. 
The union’s top negotiator said in 
a letter to the company that the 
strike could have been averted 
had the company made its latest 
offer sooner. 

The letter dated Sunday sug¬ 
gests that the company and union 
are not as far apart as the rheto¬ 
ric leading up to the strike had 
indicated. 

Rothenberg said the two sides 
have come to terms on only 2% of 
the contract. “We’ve got 98% to 
go,” he said Monday. 

Wall Street did not like seeing 
the union picketers. GM shares 
closed Monday down more than 
4% to $37.21. In premarket trad¬ 
ing Tuesday, shares edged up 16 
cents. 

On the picket line Monday at 
GM’s transmission plant in To¬ 
ledo, Ohio, workers who said they 
have been with the company for 
more than 30 years were con¬ 
cerned for younger colleagues 
who are making less money 
under GM’s two-tier wage scale 


and have fewer benefits. 

Paul Kane, from South Lyon, 
Mich., a 42-year GM employee, 
said much of what the union is 
fighting for will not affect him. 

“It’s not right when you’re 
working next to someone, doing 
the same job and they’re making 
a lot more money,” he said. “They 
should be making the same as me. 
They’ve got families to support.” 

Kane said GM workers gave up 
pay raises and made other con¬ 
cessions to keep GM afloat during 
its 2009 trip through bankruptcy 
protection. 

“Now it’s their turn to pay us 
back,” he said. “That was the 
promise they gave.” 

UAW Vice President Terry 
Dittes told GM that the compa¬ 
ny’s latest offer might have made 
it possible to reach an agreement 
if it had come earlier. 


“We are disappointed that the 
company waited until just two 
hours before the contract expired 
to make what we regard as its first 
serious offer,” Dittes wrote in the 
letter to Scott Sandefur, GM’s vice 
president of labor relations. 

There are many important 
items left in the talks, includ¬ 
ing wage increases, pay for new 
hires, job security, profit shar¬ 
ing and treatment of temporary 
workers, Dittes wrote. “We are 
willing to meet as frequently, and 
for as long as it takes, to reach an 
agreement that treats our mem¬ 
bers fairly,” the letter said. 

GM issued a statement saying it 
wants to reach a deal that builds a 
strong future for workers and the 
business. 

Rothenberg said that GM on 
Monday canceled the workers’ 


company-sponsored health insur¬ 
ance, but the UAW had policies 
in place and is covering striking 
workers. 

The automaker said Sunday that 
it offered pay raises and $7 billion 
worth of U.S. factory investments 
resulting in 5,400 new positions, 
a minority of which would be 
filled by existing employees. GM 
would not give a precise number. 
The company also said it offered 
higher profit sharing, “nationally 
leading” health benefits and an 
$8,000 payment to each worker 
upon ratification. 

Before the talks broke off, GM 
offered new products to replace 
work at two of four U.S. factories 
that it intends to close. 

The company pledged to build 
a new all-electric pickup truck 
at a factory in Detroit, accord¬ 
ing to a person who spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition of 
anonymity. The person was not 
authorized to disclose details of 
the negotiations. 

The automaker also offered to 
open an electric vehicle battery 
plant in Lordstown, Ohio, where 
it has a huge factory that has al¬ 
ready stopped making cars and 
will be closed. The new factory 
would be in addition to a proposal 
to make electric vehicles for a 


MARKET WATCH 
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Dow Jones 
industrials 

Nasdaq 

composite 

Standard & 
Poor’s 500 


16,2019 

-142.70 

27,076.82 

-23.17 

8,153.54 

-9.43 

2,997.96 


Russell 

2000 


company called Workhorse, the 
person said. 

The strike shut down 33 manu¬ 
facturing plants in nine states 
across the U.S., as well as 22 parts 
distribution warehouses. It’s the 
first national strike by the union 
since a two-day walkout in 2007. 

Workers at Fiat Chrysler and 
Ford continued working under 
contract extensions. Any agree¬ 
ment reached with GM will serve 
as a template for talks with the 
other two companies. 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Sept. 18). 

Dollar buys (Sept. 18). 

British pound (Sept. 18). 

Japanese yen (Sept. 18). 

South Korean won (Sept. 18)... 

Commercial rates 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

.$1.1311 

.€0.8841 

.$1.27 

.105.00 

....1,158.00 

.0.3770 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

.$1.2439 

.1.3283 

China (Yuan) 

.7.0947 

Denmark (Krone).6.7678 

Egypt (Pound).16.3598 

Euro.$1.1032/0.9065 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8238 

Hungary (Forint).302.48 

Israel (Shekel).3.5542 

Japan (Yen).108.24 

Kuwait IDinarl.0.3042 

Norway iKiono). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

.8.9560 

.52.20 

.3.93 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira). 

.3.7512 

.1.3756 

....1,188.70 

.0.9957 

.30.55 

..5.7084 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market ra 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 



WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE ■ THURSDAY IN THE PACIHC 




































Bizarro Beetle Bailey Carpe Diem Candorville Non Sequitur Pearls Before Swine Dilbert Frazz 


Page 22 W 38 mmm»S 


•Stars and Stripes* 


Wednesday, September 18,2019 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 “For shame!” 
4 Waterston 
and Raimi 
8 “Goldberg 


59 Flightless birds 

60 Suggestive 

61 Away from WSW 

DOWN 


25 Drunkard 

26 Birthright 
barterer 

27 Arrears 

28 Acknowledge 




Variations” 

1 O’Hara estate 

29 Toy block name 

composer 

2 Punch 

30 Ogler’s look 

12 Hearty brew 

3 Sharp 

31 Favorites 

13 Ms. Brockovich 

4 Ocean traffic 

35 Really rich 

14 Twice cuatro 

lanes 

38 Carve in relief 

15 Wish undone 

5 Biblical boat 

40 Conk out 

16 “Rubber Capital 

6 Bygone space 

42 Cry 

of the World” 

station 

45 Slightly open 

18 Nixon’s veep 

7 Uppity sort 

47 Labyrinth 

20 Short ’do 

8 Yogi’s little pal 

48 Portent 

21 Ragamuffin 

9 German cry 

49 Prime-time hour 

24 Floored 

10 Greek X 

50 Bedazzle 

28 Comic strip 

11 “Yoo- —!” 

51 Hit hard 

caveman 

17 Promptly 

52 Capote 

32 River to the 

19 Farm female 

nickname 

Seine 

22 Tiny bit 

53 Mound stat 

33 Geese formation 

23 Impel 

54 300, to Cato 


34 Scatter about 

36 Catch red- 
handed 

37 Curved molding 
39 Misbehaved 
41 Apple intruders 

43 Actor Morales 

44 Large snake 
46 Troublesome car 
50 Antique 

shop item 

55 “— Blue?” 

56 Armed conflicts 

57 Eyebrow shape 

58 Buddhist sect 

9-18 CRYPTOQUIP 

UM XPZUYPD, U VPMT VC RDP 

YJNMV GRJG ZJCAPD 

UKYCXVPT BXCK BXNMZP. U 

JCAP LNJJUZ LNXJUZ. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT DID NASA 
ENGINEERS CHEW WHILE DESIGNING AN 
IMPORTANT SPACE TELESCOPE? HUBBLE GUM. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals C 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARS^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 
Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.cc 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


Classifiedsl 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 


buy sight unseen and hav< 
through an agent using 


Arts & Crafts 


080 


4 Handmade Sussex Trugs 
(from UK) - $20.00 - Set of 4 
hand-made Sussex Trugs from 
England. Great for storing little 
things or decoration. PCS Sale. 
Call:+49-6571-9522421 

re 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 141 


Mercedes for Sale-2 

E200 (Compressor. Asl 
$7,700, 120K miles, New Ti 
Moon Roof, USFK Inspei 
Call David @ 010-4174-0 
L ii ’ II I ' 

Call: 010-4174-0259 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Autos for Sale 141 

Electronic Shopping440 

Volkswagen Vanagon Westfa- 
1 lia - $8,750.00 - 1954 Volkswa- 
1 gen Camper Westfalia edition 
193,000 miles, US spec Engine 

1 replaced in 2011 with a custom 

1 built "GoWesty" currently has 
about 13,000 miles Just passed 
inspection. Many parts replaced 
over the last 8 years call for a 

hurd2014@gmail.com 

re 

N750 DB Wi-Fi Dual-Band N+ 
Gigabit Router - $10.00 - N750 
DB Wi-Fi Dual-Band N+ Gigabit 
Router, black, new price $79.99, 
asking price $10.00. 

Contact 017624134872 Email: 
rguson.irma^googema, .com 

Furniture 510 

Autos for Sale 
-Germany 142 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 

US SPEC Vehicles ^ 

Antique English Bureau (Desk) 

- $600.00 - Circa mid-19th 
Century English drop front hard¬ 
wood writing desk in great 
condition. 553" H x 36" W x 16" 
D. One long drawer, raised top 
shelf, shelves below, mounted 
on 2 broad trestle feet. Reason¬ 
able offers OK. Buyer picks up. 
Leave tel P Call: 

+49-6571-9522421 

re 

Free Europe-wjcie delivery 

Four Wheel Drives 162 

Edwardian Walnut Arched Mir¬ 
ror (From UK) - $60.00 - 
Edwardian Arched^mirror in a 

Mahogany Sheraton Revival 
Chair (from UK) - $125.00 - 
Sheraton revival painted ma¬ 
hogany salon chair. Shield sha¬ 
ped back, pierced back splat, 
stuff over seat, square tapered 
legs. Circa 1900. Condition: 
excellent. Buyer picks up. PCS 
Sale. Call: +49-6571-9522421 

■ re 

pediment. Circa 1900. 34.5" 
High x 21.75" wide. Buyer picks 
up PCS Sale. Call: 

+49-6571-9522421 

re 

English Oak Ladderback Chairs 
- $800.00 - Pair of English Oak 
Lancashire Ladder Back Chairs. 
19th Century. Buyer picks up. 
PCS Sale. Leave fel # and 1 will 

Collectibles 350 

+49-657?-9522^21 U ' 3 

re 

African Ebony Letter Openers 

1 and Fertility Dolls - $30.00 - 2 

1 Ebony Letter openers and 3 
ebony Fertility dolls from The 
Gambia, West Africa. PCS Sale. 

1 Call: +4&-6571 -9522421 

re 

Mirror (from UK) - $75.00 - 
Edwardian Walnut mirror circa 
1900, 34.5" H x 23" W. From 
England, good condition. PCS 
Safe. Buyer picks up. Call: 
+49-6571 -9522421 

re 


Englisl 

- 517 
English 

(basnets;. une wine 
heese for 2 with cutting board 
lasses, etc. One is service for 4 
(plates 

ups, etc.). Great Gift for 
Newlyweds! Call and leave tel# 
if interested. Cost is per hamper. 
Call:+49-6571-9522421 

re 


Cage 1 WTO - ^ Ladies handj 
cape (with lining) trimmed jn 
mink. Great for winters in 
Germany! Leave your # and I 
will get Sack to you. PCSing to 


Monopoly Norwich (England) 
Special Edition - $25.00 - Brand 
new Monopoly Norwich Edition 
(from England). In shrink wrap. 
Call: +49T5571-9522421 

re 


. ..oplace Tools - $170.00 - 
Brand new Antique Copper 
Finish Fireplace screen and set 
of. matchjng ^antique _ copper 

cSnta| m y S ou Le a ^ ^ up" 

+49-6571-9522421 

re 


Call: +49-657%52242h 

re 


Hiring DCGS-A Field Service Analysts 

Multiple locations 

Requirements: Join us! 

□ TS/SCI Clearance tk 

□ ContpTIA Security 


Apply today 

blt.ly/DSIalconDCGSA 



PCS Sale 


780 PCS Sale 


cups - $40.00 - Bodum Cham- 
bord Coffee Press with cozy + 6 
cups + Antique Rosewood serv- 

c n o 9 nditon WI SoS m as e, a' set PCS 
Sale. Leave phone msg and I 
will call you back. Buyer picks 
up. Call: +49-6571-9522421 

re 


ow creamer 1 /, mugstoast rack 
ugar bowl j/vith lid.^From Eng- 

up. bCS Sale. Leave ^message 
and I will call you back. Call: 
+49-6571-9522421 

a 



STARS AND STRIPES 


Read STARStQ^STRIPES, online at 


www.stripes.com 



Be the one who really knows what’s going on! 


Never miss a Stars and Stripes. 

We report on issues that affect you the most, 
covering military news from 
Capitol Hill to Europe , Pacific , the 
Middle East and the Pentagon. 

No one covers the bases the way we do. 
Wherever you need us, however you read us: 
Stars and Stripes is always for you. 


STARSlGfSTRIPES. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most ( 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro hockey 


NHL preseason 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Atlantic Division 
~ N L OT Pts ( 


College football 

1 

Pro soccer 

1 

Tennis 


Buffalo 

Montreal 

Boston 

Tampa Bay 

Ottawa 

Detroit 

Toronto 

Florida 


2 3 


Washington 

New Jersey z i i u z o / 

Pittsburgh 10 0 1 14 5 

Carolina 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

N.Y. Rangers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Columbus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Philadelphia 10 1 0 0 13 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Central Division 

L OT Pts GF GA 


Nashville 2 2 0 0 4 7 3 

St. Louis 1 1 0 0 2 2 0 

Chicago 10 0 1 13 4 

Colorado 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Minnesota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Winnipeg 1 0 1 0 0 0 2 

Dallas 1 0 1 0 0 0 2 

Pacific Division 

Calgary 2 10 1 3 6 6 

Edmonton 1 1 0 0 2 2 0 

Vegas 1 1 0 0 2 6 2 

Vancouver 211 0 266 

Los Angeles 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

San Jose 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Anaheim 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Arizona 1 0 1 0 0 2 6 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Sunday’s game 
Vegas 6, Arizona 2 

Monday’s games 
Nashville(ss) 6, Florida(ss) 3 
Buffalo 5, Pittsburgh 4, OT 
Montreal 4, New Jersey(ss) 2 
Washington 4, Chicago 3, OT 
New Jersey(ss) 4, Boston 3, OT 
N.Y. Islanders 3, Philadelphia 1 
Nashville(ss) 1, Florida(ss) 0 
St. Louis 2, Dallas 0 
Vancouver(ss) 3, Calgary(ss) 2, OT 
Edmonton 2, Winnipeg 0 
Calgary(ss) 4, Vancouver(ss) 3 
Tuesday’s games 
Ottawa i" " r ~—“*■ < ' 4 ' , ~ 1 ~ 
foundland 

Philadelphia at N.Y. Islanders 
Carolina at Tampa Bay 
Buffalo at Columbus 
Chicago at Detroit 
Dallas at Minnesota 
Vegas at Colorado 
Edmonton at Vancouver, 10 p.m. 

Los Angeles (ss) at Arizona (ss 
Arizona (ss) at Los Angeles (ss) 
Anaheim at San Jose 

Wednesday’s games 
Florida vs. Montreal at Bathurst, New 
Brunswick 

Tampa Bay at Carolina 
St. Louis at Washington 
New Jersey at N.Y. Rangers 
Toronto at Ottawa 
Minnesota at Winnipeg 
Detroit at Chicago 
San Jose at Calgary 

Thursday’s games 
Columbus at Pittsburgh 
Florida at Montreal 
Boston at Philadelphia 
Dallas at Colorado 
Vancouver at Edmonton 
Vegas at Los Angeles 


AP sportlight 


Sept. 18 

1938 — The Chicago Bears beat the 
Green Bay Packers 2-0. Left end Dick 
Plasman tackles Arnie Herber in the end 
zone in the fourth quarter for the win. 

1946 — Joe Louis knocks out Tami 
Mauriello in the first round at Yankee 
Stadium in New York to retain the world 
heavyweight title. 

I960 — Goose Gonsoulin intercepts 
four passes to lead the Denver Broncos 
to a 27-21 win over the Buffalo Bills. 

1965 — In his first collegiate game, 
quarterback Billy Stevens of Texas-EI 
Paso gains 483 total yards in a 61-15 rout 
of North Texas State. Receiver Chuck 
Hughes has 349 of those yards. 

1967 — U.S. yacht Intrepid beats the 
Australian yacht Dame Pattie in four 
straight races to defend the America’s 
Cup. 

1977 — U.S. yacht Courageous beats 
the challenger Australia in four straight 
races to defend the America’s Cup. 

1996 — Roger Clemens equals his own 
major league record, fanning 20 batters 
and pitching a four-hitter to lead Boston 
over the Detroit Tigers 4-0. 


STATS FCS poll 

The top 25 teams in the STATS Foot¬ 
ball Championship Subdivision poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Sept. 14, points and previous 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. North Dakota State (150)3-0 3941 1 

2. James Madison (8) 2-1 3747 2 

3. South Dakota State 2-1 3653 3 

4. UC Davis 2-1 3352 5 

5. Towson 3-0 3296 8 

6. Weber State 1-2 2848 6 

7. Kennesaw State 2-1 2757 9 

8. Montana State 2-1 2536 10 

9. UNI 1-1 2287 11 

10. Jacksonville State 2-1 2285 17 

11. Eastern Washington 1-2 2284 4 

12. Maine 1-2 2083 7 

13. Nicholls 1-1 2070 12 

14. Central Arkansas 3-0 1960 14 

15. Illinois State 2-1 1950 13 

16. North Carolina A&T 2-1 1540 15 

17. Furman 1-2 1464 16 

18. Villanova 3-0 1293 22 

19. Montana 2-1 983 20 

20. Delaware 2-1 912 18 

21. Southeastern Louisiana 1-1 882 23 

22. Elon 2-1 689 25 

23. Southeast Missouri State 1-2 570 19 

24. Youngstown State 3-0 497 NR 

25. Citadel 1-2 221 NR 

Others: Princeton 220, Stony Brook 

154, South Carolina State 118, Indiana 
State 110, Dartmouth 74, McNeese 67, 
Wofford 67, Sam Houston State 61, North 
Dakota 56, Northern Arizona 53, South¬ 
ern Illinois 49, Yale 39, Dayton 38, Sac¬ 
ramento State 33, Monmouth 33, Lamar 
16, Duquesne 12, Chattanooga 11, Austin 
Peay 8, Cal Poly 7, Eastern Kentucky 4, 
Alcorn State 4, Houston Baptist 4, ETSll 3, 
William & Mary 3, Mercer 3, Idaho State 
1, Holy Cross 1, UIW 1. 


s. Toronto at St. John’s, New- 


FCS Coaches poll 

Record Through Sept. 14 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. North Dakota State (26) 3-0 650 1 

2. James Madison 2-1 621 2 

3. South Dakota State 2-1 593 3 

4. UC Davis 2-1 570 4 

5. Towson 3-0 521 8 

6. Kennesaw State 2-1 511 7 

7. Weber State 1-2 450 6 

8. Northern Iowa 1-1 449 10 

9. Nicholls 1-1 396 11 

10. Illinois State 2-1 370 12 

11. Eastern Washington 1-2 367 5 

12. Central Arkansas 3-0 359 14 

13. Jacksonville State 2-1 358 16 

14. Montana State 2-1 340 15 

15. Furman 1-2 281 13 

16. Maine 1-2 269 9 

17. North Carolina A&T 2-1 230 17 

18. Villanova 3-0 215 23 

19. Montana 2-1 189 T18 

20. Delaware 2-1 153 T18 

21. Youngstown State 3-0 104 NR 

22. Elon 2-1 80 NR 

23. Southeastern Louisiana 1-1 75 24 

24. Princeton 0-0 61 25 

25. Southeast Missouri Statel-2 57 20 

Others receiving votes: North Dakota, 

33; Sam Houston St., 26; South Carolina 
St., 20; The Citadel, 16; Houston Baptist, 
11; Indiana St., 10; Northern Arizona, 10; 
Sacramento St., 9; Stony Brook, 9; Day- 
ton, 7; McNeese, 7; William & Mary, 7; 


AFCA Division II Coaches poll 

Records Through Sept. 14 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Valdosta State (Ga.) (31)2-0 799 1 

2. Ferris State (Mich.) (1)2-0 768 2 

3. Minnesota State 2-0 730 3 

4. Tarleton State (Texas) 2-0 678 5 

5. Notre Dame (Ohio) 2-0 649 4 

6. Ouachita Baptist (Ark.) 2-0 637 6 

7. Northwest Missouri State 2-0 614 7 

8. Lenoir-Rhyne (N.C.) 2-0 571 8 

9. Colorado State-Pueblo2-0 541 9 

10. Grand Valley State (Mich.) 2-0 505 10 

11. Slippery Rock (Pa.) 2-0 465 11 

12. Texas A&M-Commerce2-0 415 12 

13. Minnesota-Duluth 2-0 401 13 

14. Indianapolis (Ind.) 2-0 378 15 

15. West Georgia 2-0 376 14 

16. Midwestern State (Texas) 2-0 313 16 

17. Colorado School of Mines 2-0 293 17 

18. West Chester (Pa.) 2-0 218 19 

19. Wingate (N.C.) 2-0 214 18 

20. West Alabama 2-0 190 20 

21. Central Missouri 2-0 164 21 

22. Pittsburg State (Kan.) 2-0 136 23 

23. Harding (Ark.) 1-1 84 22 

24. Indiana (Pa.) 2-0 81 24 

25. Bowie State (Md.) 2-0 38 NR 

Others receiving votes: West Texas 

A&M, 31; Ashland (Ohio), 25; Florida Tech, 
14; Carson-Newman (Tenn.), 10; Kutz- 
town (Pa.), 10; St. Cloud State (Minn.), 
8; Saginaw Valley State (Mich.), 7; East¬ 
ern New Mexico, 5; Shepherd (W.Va.), 5; 
Colorado Mesa, 4; Southern Arkansas, 
4; Virginia Union, 4; California (Pa.), 3; 
Missouri S&T, 3; Missouri Western State, 
2; Truman State (Mo.), 2; West Florida, 
2; Fairmont State (W.Va.), 1; Henderson 
State (Ark.), 1; Ohio Dominican, 1. 


NAIA poll 

Sept. 16 


1. Morningside (Iowa) (17) 2-0 

2. Benedictine (Kan.) 3-0 

3. Saint Francis (Ind.) 1-0 

4. Kansas Wesleyan 3-0 

5. Saint Xavier (111.) 1-0 

6. Concordia (Mich.) 2-0 

7. Marian (Ind.) 1-0 

8. Reinhardt (Ga.) 3-0 

9. Grand View (Iowa) 3-0 

10. Northwestern (Iowa) 2-0 

11. College of Idaho 3-0 

12. Lindsey Wilson (Ky.) 3-0 

13. Baker (Kan.) 2-1 

14. Evangel (Mo.) 3-0 

14. Cumberlands (Ky.) 1-0 

16. Dickinson State (N.D.) 1-1 

17. Southeastern (Fla.) 1-0 


18. Bethel (Tenn.) 2-1 134 16 

19. Langston (Okla.) 1-1 127 14 

20. Montana Western 2-0 109 25 

21. Ottawa (Kan.) 1-0 104 22 

22. Siena Heights (Mich.) 2-0 66 NR 

23. Ottawa (Ariz.) 2-0 54 NR 

24. Rocky Mountain (Mont.) 2-1 44 23 

25. Cumberland (Tenn.) 2-0 33 NR 

Others receiving votes: Keiser (Fla.) 

12, Montana Tech 10, Sterling (Kan.) 9, 
Midland (Neb.) 4, Hastings (Neb.) 3, Ken¬ 
tucky Christian 3. 

Schedule 

Thursday, Sept. 19 
SOUTH 

Houston (1-2) at Tulane (2-1) 

Friday, Sept. 20 
SOUTH 

FIU (1-2) at Louisiana Tech (2-1) 

FAR WEST 

Air Force (2-0) at Boise St. (3-0) 

Utah (3-0) at Southern Cal (2-1) 

Saturda^Sept. 21 

Morgan St. (0-2) at Army (2-1) 

Maine (1-2) at Colgate (0-3) 

Cornell (0-0) at Marist (1-1) 

Boston College (2-1) at Rutgers (1-1) 
W. Michigan (2-1) at Syracuse (1-2) 
Penn (0-0) at Delaware (2-1) 

Sacred Heart (2-1) at LIU (0-1) 

Mayville St. (1-1) at Merrimack (1-2) 
Columbia (0-0) at St. Francis (Pa.) (2-1) 
Coastal Carolina (2-1) at UMass (0-3) 
Holy Cross (1-1) at Yale (0-0) 

Howard (0-3) at Delaware St. (1-1) 
Brown (0-0) at Bryant (0-3) 

Lafayette (0-3) at Albany (NY) (1-2) 
Temple (2-0) at Buffalo (1-2) 

UCF (3-0) at Pittsburgh (1-2) 

Butler (1-2) at Princelon (0-0) 

Rhode Island (0-2) at New Hampshire 
(0-2) 

Fordham (1-2) at Stony Brook (2-1) 
Villanova (3-0) at Towson (3-0) 

SOUTH 

Southern Miss. (2-1) at Alabama (3-0 
Tennessee (1-2) at Florida (3-0) 
California (3-0) at Mississippi (2-1) 

LSU (3-0) at Vanderbilt (0-2) 

Elon (2-1) at Wake Forest (3-0) 

Mercer (2-1) at Furman (1-2) 
Dartmouth (0-0) at Jacksonville (1-1) 
E. Kentucky (1-2) at Presbyterian (0-2) 
Robert Morris (0-3) at VMI (2-1) 
Ark.-Pine Bluff (2-1) at Tennessee St. 
(1-2) 

Louisville (2-1) at Florida St. (1-2) 
Appalachian St. (2-0) at North Caro¬ 
lina (2-1) 

South Alabama (1-2) at UAB (2-0) 
James Madison (2-1) at Chattanooga 
(1-2) 

Cent. Michigan (2-1) at Miami (1-2) 
Kentucky (2-1) at Mississippi St. (2-1) 
Elizabeth City St. (0-2) at NC Central (0-3) 
Grambling St. (0-2) at Alabama St. (1-2) 
Prairie View (1-2) at Alcorn St. (1-2) 
Davidson (3-0) at Campbell (1-1) 
William & Mary (2-1) at East Carolina 
(1-2) 

Wagner (0-3) at FAU (1-2) 

Southern U. (1-2) at Florida A&M (1-1) 
Hampton (2-1) at Liberty (1-2) 

W. New England (2-0) at Stetson (1-1) 
Charleston Southern (0-3) at The Cita¬ 
del (1-2) 

Gardner-Webb (1-2) at Wofford (0-2) 
North Alabama (1-2) at Jacksonville 
St. (2-1) 

Bethune-Cookman (1-1) at MVSU (0-2) 
Morehead St. (2-1) at Murray St. (1-2) 
Ball St. (1-2) at NC State (2-1) 

Alabama A&M (2-1) at Samford (1-2) 
Old Dominion (1-1) at Virginia (3-0) 
Charlotte (2-1) at Clemson (3-0) 

Austin Peay (2-1) at ETSU (1-2) 

Notre Dame (2-0) at Georgia (3-0) 
Lamar (2-1) at SE Louisiana (1-1) 
MIDWEST 

UConn (1-1) at Indiana (2-1) 
Louisiana-Monroe (1-1) at Iowa St. (1-1) 
Michigan St. (2-1) at Northwestern (1-1) 
Michigan (2-0) at Wisconsin (2-0) 
Duquesne (1-1) at Dayton (2-0) 

E. Illinois (0-3) at Indiana St. (1-2) 

’ ifajrette^CM) at Ohio (1-2) 


Louisiana- 
W. Virginia 
_ >v(l-l), 


Record Pts Pvs 


___ SE Missouri (1-2) 

Troy (1-1) at Akron (0-3) 

CCSU (3-0) at E. Michigan (2-1) 
Kennesaw St. (2-1) at Missouri St. (0-2) 
Bowling Green (1-2) at Kent St. (1-2) 
UC Davis (2-1) at N. Dakota St. (3-0) 
Miami (Ohio) (1-2) at Ohio St. (3-0) 
South Carolina (1-2) at Missouri (2-1) 
Tennessee Tech (2-1) at W. Illinois (0-3) 
West Virginia (2-1) at Kansas (2-1) 
Idaho St. (1-1) at N. Iowa (1-1) 

S. Utah (1-2) at S. Dakota St. (1-1) 

N. Arizona (2-1) at Illinois St. (2-1) 
Nebraska (2-1) at Illinois (2-1) 
Valparaiso (0-2) at Truman St. (1-0) 
SOUTHWEST 
SMU (3-0) at TCU (2-0) 

Auburn (3-0) at Texas A&M (2-1) 
Wyoming (3-0) at Tulsa (1-2) 

McNeese St. (2-1) at Abilene Christian 
(1-2) 

S. Illinois (2-1) at Arkansas St. (1-2) 
Northwestern St. (0-3) at Houston 
Baptist (2-1) 

Baylor (2-0) at Rice (0-3) 

Incarnate Word (1-1) at Sam Houston 
St. (1-2) 

Nicholls (1-1) at Stephen F. Austin (0-3) 
Georgia St. (2-1) at Texas St. (0-3) 

San Jose St. (1-1) at Arkansas (2-1) 
UTSA (1-2) at North Texas (1-2) 
Oklahoma St. (3-0) at Texas (2-1) 
Nevada (2-1) at UTEP (1-1) 

FAR WEST 

E. Washington (1-2) at Idaho (1-2) 
Monmouth (NJ) (2-1) at Montana (2-1) 
Norfolk St. (1-2) at Montana St. (2-1) 
Washington (2-1) at BYU (2-1) 

South Dakota (0-3) at N. Colorado (0-3) 
New Mexico St. (0-3) at New Mexico (1-1) 
Harvard (0-0) at San Diego (0-2) 

E. Oregon (0-0) at Portland St. (1-2) 
Oregon (2-1) at Stanford (1-2) 
Colorado (2-1) at Arizona St. (3-0) 
Sacramento St. (2-1) at Fresno St. (0-2) 
Toledo (1-1) at Colorado St. (1-2) 

Utah St. (1-1) at San Diego St. (3-0) 
UCLA (0-3) at Washington St. (3-0) 
Cent. Arkansas (3-0) at Hawaii (2-1) 


MLS 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 

New York City FC16 5 9 57 56 37 

Philadelphia 15 8 7 52 55 43 

Atlanta 15 11 3 48 48 36 

Toronto FC 12 10 9 45 53 49 

D.C. United 12 10 9 45 40 38 

New York 12 13 5 41 49 48 

New England 10 10 10 40 45 52 

Montreal 11 16 4 37 42 57 

Chicago 9 12 10 37 48 43 

Orlando City 9 13 9 36 40 44 

Columbus 9 15 7 34 36 45 

Cincinnati 6 21 3 21 30 72 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 19 4 7 64 77 33 

Seattle 14 9 7 49 50 47 

Minnesota 14 10 6 48 49 40 

Real Salt Lake 14 12 4 46 42 38 

LA Galaxy 14 13 3 45 49 49 

San Jose 13 12 5 44 49 46 

Portland 13 12 4 43 45 42 

FC Dallas 12 11 7 43 47 42 

Sporting KC 10 13 7 37 44 54 

Colorado 10 15 6 36 51 58 

Houston 10 16 4 34 41 51 

Vancouver 7 15 9 30 32 54 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday, Sept. 11 
Toronto FC 1, New York City FC 1, tie 
Houston 2, Minnesota 0 
Colorado 2, LA Galaxy 1 
Real Salt Lake 1, San Jose 0 
Saturday, Sept. 14 
New York City FC 2, San Jose 1 
Chicago 4, FC Dallas 0 
Columbus 3, Atlanta 1 
Cincinnati 1, Montreal 0 
New England 3, Orlando City 3, tie 
Los Angeles FC 1, Philadelphia 1, tie 
Vancouver 2, Houston 1 

Sunday, Sept. 15 
D.C. United 1, Portland 0 
Toronto FC 3, Colorado 2 
Minnesota 3, Real Salt Lake 1 
Seattle 4, New York 2 
LA Galaxy 7, Sporting Kansas City 2 
Wednesday's games 
Atlanta at Cincinnati 
New York at Portland 
FC Dallas at Seattle 

Saturday’s games 
San Jose at Atlanta 
Columbus at Vancouver 
Chicago at Cincinnati 
Real Salt Lake at New England 
Orlando City at Houston 
Colorado at Sporting Kansas City 
Montreal at LA Galaxy 
Toronto FC at Los Angeles FC 
Sunday’s games 
Minnesota at Portland 
New York City FC at FC Dallas 
Philadelphia at New York 
Seattle at D.C. United 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

North Carolina 12 4 4 40 46 19 

Chicago 12 8 2 38 36 26 

Portland 10 5 6 36 39 29 

Utah 9 7 4 31 21 17 

Reign FC 8 5 7 31 21 23 

Washington 7 7 5 26 24 21 

Houston 7 9 4 25 20 32 

Sky Blue FC 4 13 4 16 16 30 

Orlando 4 15 2 14 21 47 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday, Sept. 11 
Chicago 1, Orlando 0 
North Carolina 6, Portland 0 
Friday, Sept. 13 
Houston 2, Utah 1 

Saturday, Sept. 14 
North Carolina 6, Orlando 1 
Reign FC 2, Washington 2, tie 
Sunday, Sept. 15 
Chicago 3, Sky Blue FC 0 
Tuesday's game 
Houston at North Carolina 
Wednesday’s game 
Utah at Reign FC 

Saturday's games 
Washington at Chicago 
North Carolina at Utah 
Sky Blue FC at Reign FC 
Houston at Portland 

Wednesday, Sept. 25 
Washington at Houston 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Named Matt 
Blood director of player development; 
Kevin Buck director of baseball adminis¬ 
tration; and Mike Snyder director of pro 
scouting. Promoted Brad Ciolek to super¬ 
visor, domestic scouting operations; Di 
Zou to manager, baseball systems; and 
Hendrik Herz and Chad Tatum to scout¬ 
ing analysts. Claimed RHP Eric Hanhold 
off waivers from the New York Mets. Des¬ 
ignated LHP Ty Blach for assignment. 

National League 

CINCINNATI REDS - Selected the con¬ 
tract of INF Christian Colon from Louis¬ 
ville (IL). 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Claimed INF 
Corban Joseph off waivers from San 
Francisco. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Recalled C Luis 
Torrens from Amarillo (TL). Reinstated 
RHP Garrett Richards from the 60-day IL. 
Transferred LHP Adrian Morejon to the 
60-day IL. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 


Guangzhou International 
Women’s Open 

Tuesday 

At Guangzhou International Tennis 

Guangzhou, China 
Purse: $500,000 
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor 

Women’s Singles 
Round Of 32 

Anna Blinkova, Russia, def. Sara Sor- 
ribes Tormo, Spain, 2-6, 6-1,4-1, ret. 

Zheng Saisai (6), China, def. Duan 
Ying-Ying, China, 6-7 (5), 7-6 (3), 6-1. 

Katerina Siniakova (5), Czech Repub¬ 
lic, def. Elena Rybakina, Kazakhstan, 6-1, 
3-1, ret. 

Katarina Zavatska, Ukraine, def. Fiona 
Ferro, France, 5-7, 7-6 (6), 6-4. 

Women's Doubles 
Round Of 16 

Yanina Wickmayer, Belgium, and Ari¬ 
na Rodionova, Australia, def. Xinyu Jiang 
and Qianhui Tang, China, 4-6, 6-4,10-5. 

Korea Open 

Tuesday 

At Seoul Olympic Park Tennis Center 
Seoul, Korea 
Purse: $250,000 
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor 

Women’s Singles 
Round Of 32 

Paula Badosa Gibert, Spain, def. Jil 
Teichmann, Switzerland, 6-4, 6-4. 

Timea Babos, Hungary, def. Jelena Os¬ 
tapenko, Latvia, 6-3, 6-3. 

Karolina Muchova (3), Czech Republic, 
def. Alison van Uytvanck, Belgium, 6-4, 
3-6, 6-2. 

Ajla Tomljanovic (5), Australia, def. 
Stefanie Voegele, Switzerland, 6-0, 6-2. 

Kirsten Flipkens, Belgium, def. Denisa 
Allertova, Czech Republic, 6-2,7-5. 

Patricia Maria Tig, Romania, def. Dan- 
ka Kovinic, Montenegro, 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (3). 

Women's Doubles 
Round Of 16 

Kristyna Pliskova and Karolina Plis- 
kova, Czech Republic, def. Valeria Sav- 
inykh, Russia, and Eden Silva, Britain, 
6-1, 6-2. 

Tatjana Maria, Germany, and Lara Ar- 
ruabarrena, Spain, def. Timea Bacsinsz- 
ky, Switzerland, and Ingrid Neel, United 
States, 6-1, 6-3. 

Irina-Camelia Begu, Romania, and 
Margarita Gasparyan (3), Russia, def. 
Jang Su Jeong and Na Ri Kim, South Ko¬ 
rea, 7-6 (2), 4-6,10-2. 

Moselle Open 

At Arenes de Metz 
Metz, France 
Purse: 7524,340 
Surface: Hardcourt indoor 


dO?32 S 


St. Petersburg Open 

Monday 
At Sibur Arena 
St. Petersburg, Russia 
Purse: $1,180,000 
Surface: Hardcourt indoor 
Men’s Singles 
Qualification 

Lukas Rosol (5), Czech Republic, def. 
Damir Dzumhur (1), Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
4-6, 7-6 (8), 6-4. 

Ilya Ivashka (4), Belarus, def. Matteo 
Viola (8), Italy, 6-4, 6-2. 

Egor Gerasimov (2), Belarus, def. Ro¬ 
man Safiullin, Russia, 7-5, 6-7 (4), 6-4. 

Alexey Vatutin (7), Russia, def. Ernests 
Gulbis (3), Latvia, _3-6,_ 6-3, 6-2. 

J 0^32 


Round Of 32 

Adrian Mannarino (7), France, def. 
Stefano Travaglia, Italy, 7-5, 6-2. 

Mikhail Kukushkin (6), Kazakhstan, 
def. Jannik Sinner, Italy, 6-3, 7-6 (4). 

Men’s Doubles 
Round Of 16 

Nikola Mektic and Franko Skugor (1), 
Croatia, def. Janko Tipsarevic, Serbia, 
and Ricardas Berankis, Lithuania, 6-3, 
6-4. 


CLEVELAND BROWNS - Signed RB 
Elijah McGuire from the practice squad. 
Placed QB Drew Stanton on injured re- 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Placed S Ra¬ 
ven Greene on injured reserve. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Signed CB 
Mark Fields to the practice squad. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Claimed TE 
Kaden Smith off waivers by the San Fran¬ 
cisco 49ers. Waived RB Paul Perkins. 

NEW YORK JETS - Signed QB Luke 
Falk from the practice squad. Waived S 
Bennett Jackson. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS - Signed 
WR Amara Darboh to the practice squad. 
Wavied WR Emanuel Hall from the prac¬ 
tice squad. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Assigned G 
David Tendeck, D Axel Bergvist, D Den¬ 
nis Busby, D Connor Hall, D Brady Lyle, 
C Liam Kirk, C David Levin, C Valentin 
Nussbaumer and RW Eric Uba to their 
junior teams. 

COLLEGE 

VIRGINIA - Signed men’s basketball 
coach Tony Bennett to a one-year con¬ 
tract extension. 
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NHL players stick with CBA, keep labor peace 


Associated Press 

National Hockey League play¬ 
ers announced Monday they will 
not opt out of the collective bar¬ 
gaining agreement, guaranteeing 
labor peace until at least 2022. 

The NHL Players’ Associa¬ 
tion announced its decision just 
before the deadline to trigger its 
opt-out clause. Not terminating 
the CBA is a positive sign that ne¬ 
gotiations are progressing toward 
an extension. 

“While players have concerns 
with the current CBA, we agree 
with the league that working to¬ 
gether to address those concerns 
is the preferred course of action 
instead of terminating the agree¬ 
ment following this season,” 
NHLPA executive director Don 
Fehr said. “We have been hav¬ 
ing discussions with the league 
about an extension of the CBA 
and expect that those talks will 
continue.” 

Meetings between owners 
and players have been going on 
since February and increased in 
frequency in recent weeks. The 
league also did not opt out of the 
CBA, with Commissioner Gary 
Bettman citing momentum and 
the importance of labor peace 
overriding any issues the owners 
might have. 

Players made significant con¬ 


cessions in the last CBA, which 
was agreed to in 2013. Escrow 
payments, health care, Olympic 
participation and what qualifies 
as hockey-related revenue are 
things players have cited as some 
of their top concerns — many of 
which could be addressed in a po¬ 
tential extension. 

Very little information has 
come out of the CBA talks ei¬ 
ther internally among players or 
with owners. Several players be¬ 
lieve that signaled a more united 
NHLPA and optimism that prog¬ 
ress was being made. 

“Every time you have any type 
of negotiation between two par¬ 
ties, those are the two parties that 
should be talking and it should not 
be through media or a third party 
because there’s a lot of things that 
get twisted and the more time the 
story gets told, something will 
change a little bit,” New York 
Rangers goaltender Henrik Lun- 
dqvist said recently. “If you can 
stick to just talking to the other 
side, I think it’s easier to get to the 
right answers and solutions.” 

In a departure from labor ne¬ 
gotiations of 2004-05 and 2012- 
13 that were full of rancor, Fehr 
has called this round cordial and 
pleasant. Bettman referred to it 
as “joint problem-solving” rather 
than a combative relationship. 

“It’s a dialogue that continues,” 


Bettman said. “It’s a relationship 
that’s important, there’s mutual 
respect, there’s good communica¬ 
tion flow and we’re busy focused 
on what may for each of our con¬ 
stituents be the appropriate path 
forward.” 

The league and players seem 
to be on the same page at least in 
drawing up a calendar of more 
international play, which could 
mean another World Cup of 
Hockey as soon as February 2021. 
Hockey business is booming, and 
the NHL will be able to negotiate 
a new U.S. television rights deal 
that begins in 2021. 

“I’m very optimistic about fu¬ 
ture possibilities, especially with 
U.S. media negotiations coming 
up in an environment that we 
haven’t yet had an opportunity 
to negotiate in,” Bettman said. “I 
remain very optimistic that rev¬ 
enues will continue to grow and 
will grow at a very healthy rate.” 

Bennett declines raise, 
wants staff pay hike 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. — 
Virginia men’s basketball coach 
Tony Bennett has declined a pay 
raise offered by the school and 
instead asked school officials for 
additional compensation for his 
staff and program improvement. 


University officials said in a 
news release Monday that Ben¬ 
nett did sign a one-year contract 
extension, but instead of a pay 
hike for himself, the coach asked 
athletic director Carla Williams 
to focus on his staff and the pro¬ 
gram. The release also stated that 
Bennett and his wife also made a 
$500,000 contribution toward a 
career-development program for 
current and former players. 

Bennett earned nearly $6 mil¬ 
lion last season and received a $1 
million retention bonus. The ex¬ 
tension means Bennett is under 
contract with the school for the 
next seven years. 

“I have more than enough,” 
Bennett said in the release, add¬ 
ing that the gift was his wife’s 
idea. “If there are ways that this 
can help out the athletic depart¬ 
ment, the other programs and 
coaches, by not tying up so much 
[in men’s basketball], that’s my 
desire.” 

Russia sending 29 
to track worlds 

MOSCOW — The suspended 
Russian track federation is send¬ 
ing a team of 29 competitors 
to the world championships in 
Qatar, where they will compete 
as neutral athletes. 


High jumper Mariya Lasitskene 
is the only reigning world cham¬ 
pion among the group announced 
by the federation Tuesday. Las¬ 
itskene has jumped a world lead¬ 
ing 2.06 meters this season but 
has failed to clear 2 meters at four 
of her last five events. 

Other medal contenders include 
Sergei Shubenkov, the 2015 world 
champion in the 110-meter hur¬ 
dles, and high jumpers Mikhail 
Akimenko and Ilya Ivanyuk. 

Many Russian athletes with 
past doping bans were not cleared 
to compete, including race walker 
Elena Lashmanova, the world 
leader in the 20-kilometer event 
this year. Lashmanova is a for¬ 
mer Olympic gold medalist, as is 
Anna Chicherova, another athlete 
who was not allowed to go. 

With 29 Russian neutral ath¬ 
letes, there will be 10 more than at 
the last world championships two 
years ago. The squad includes 16 
women, compared to just seven in 
2017. 

Russia has been suspended 
from international track and field 
since 2015 over widespread dop¬ 
ing, but 131 athletes have since 
been cleared to compete as neu¬ 
trals. They must present evidence 
of thorough drug testing to a panel 
set up by track’s world governing 
body, the IAAF. 
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Top Scores for Week 2 NFL 
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There is no cost to participate, but you must register to play. Rules and restrictions apply. See official rules of play on nfl.stripes.com. 
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MLB 


Royals end A’s 
winning streak 

Oakland still atop wild-card race 



Ben Margot/AP 


The Kansas City Royals’ Whit Merrifield, right, celebrates with Jorge Soler after scoring the game¬ 
winning run Monday against the Athletics during the ninth inning Monday, in Oakland, Calif. 


By Michael Wagaman 
Associated. Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — There 
was plenty of blame to go around 
after Oakland’s stunning loss to 
Kansas City, one that prevented 
the Athletics from adding on to 
their lead in the AL wild-card 
race. 

A costly error in the ninth in¬ 
ning by center fielder Ramon 
Laureano. Manager Bob Melvin’s 
decision to lift hot-hitting first 
baseman Matt Olson for a pinch- 
runner an inning earlier. 

Liam Hendriks pointed the fin¬ 
ger at himself. 

Brett Phillips hit a tying home 
run off Hendricks in the ninth, 
Adalberto Mondesi followed with 
an RBI double and the Kansas 
City Royals beat Oakland 6-5 on 
Monday night to end the Athlet¬ 
ics’ six-game winning streak. 

“It felt like I was making some 
pitches when I needed to but not 
enough,” Hendriks said. “I fell 


behind a couple times and had 
to kind of groove them a fastball. 
At the end of the day I didn’t get 
the job done and the team paid for 
it.” 

Oakland’s lead over Tampa 
Bay for the top AL wild card was 
cut to one game. Cleveland is 1 V 2 
games behind the Rays. 

Khris Davis’ RBI single off 
Kevin McCarthy (4-2) gave Oak¬ 
land a 5-4 lead in the eighth. 

Phillips homered on a 2-0 fast¬ 
ball from Hendriks (4-3) with one 
out in the ninth, Hendriks’ sixth 
blown save in 28 chances. 

“Ball was down the middle to 
Phillips and Mondesi hit a pretty 
good pitch the other way for a 
double,” Melvin said. “He’s been 
absolutely fantastic for us. Every 
now and then you’re going to blow 
a save.” 

Whit Merrifield reached when 
Laureano allowed his drive to 
pop out of the pocket of his glove 
at the front of the warning track 
for an error. Mondesi sliced an 


opposite-field double to left. 

“Just looked like he turned 
around and once he turned back 
around he just picked it up a little 
late,” Melvin said. 

Marcus Semien singled lead¬ 
ing off the bottom half for Oak¬ 
land but Ian Kennedy retired his 
next three batters for his 30th 
save in 35 chances, giving the 


Royals’ Ned Yost his 1,200th win 
in 16 seasons as a major league 
manager. 

Kennedy struck out Chad Pin- 
der to end it. Pinder had replaced 
Olson in the batting order. 

At 56-95, the Royals are trying 
to avoid their second straight 100- 
loss season. 

“That’s a good team over 


there,” Yost said. “It’s hard to fall 
back four runs early because you 
knows runs are going to be tough 
to come by.” 

Jorge Soler homered leading 
off the fourth, tying injured Los 
Angeles Angels star Mike Trout 
for the AL lead with his 45th 
home run. 

Alex Gordon had two RBIs. 


Roundup 


Cards top Nats, maintain 2-game lead in NL Central 



Jeff Roberson/AP 


The Cardinals’ Dexter Fowler, right, is safe at second with a stolen base as the throw 
gets away from Washington Nationals second baseman Asdrubal Cabrera during the 
seventh inning of Monday’s game in St. Louis. The Cardinals won 4-2. 


Associated Press 

ST. LOUIS — Marcell Ozuna drove in 
four runs and threw out a runner at home 
plate from left field, leading the St. Louis 
Cardinals over the Washington Nationals 
4-2 on Monday night. 

St. Louis retained its two-game lead 
over the second-place Chicago Cubs in the 
NL Central. Washington is one-half game 
ahead of the Cubs for the top NL wild 
card. 

Nationals manager Dave Martinez 
missed the game following a heart proce¬ 
dure in Washington, and bench coach Chip 
Hale was in charge of the dugout. 

Dexter Fowler walked against Sean 
Doolittle (6-5) with one out in the seventh, 
Hunter Strickland walked Paul Gold¬ 
schmidt with two outs and Ozuna doubled 
just inside the left-field line, just the second 
hit in 11 at-bats for the Cardinals with run¬ 
ners in scoring position. 

Rockies 9, Mets 4: Pitcher Antonio 
Senzatela hit a tying, two-run single that 
ended a year-long 0-for-44 slide at the plate, 
Trevor Story followed three pitches later 
with a three-run homer of Steven Matz to 
cap a six-run fourth inning and host Colo¬ 
rado dropped New York five games back 
for the second NL wild card with 12 games 
to play. 

Brandon Nimmo, batting leadoff for the 
first time since May 17, opened the game 
with a home run off Senzatela (10-10). 
Starting their last road trip of the regular 
season, the Mets built a 4-1 lead on Jeff 
McNeil’s two-run homer in the third that 
stopped an 0-for-13 slump and Amed Ro¬ 
sario’s RBI double in the fourth. 

Matz, who allowed Ian Desmond’s sec¬ 


ond-inning homer, needed 42 pitches to get 
through the fourth and dropped to 0-2 with 
a 10.15 ERA in three starts at Coors Field. 

Diamondbacks 7, Marlins 5: Robbie 
Ray pitched 5% innings of no-hit ball, Jake 
Lamb hit a crucial three-run double and 
host Arizona rallied to beat Miami. 

The Diamondbacks, clinging to slim post¬ 
season hopes, remained 5 V 2 games back of 
the Chicago Cubs for the second NL wild 
card with 11 to play and also would have to 


leapfrog Milwaukee, Philadelphia and the 
New York Mets. 

At 52-98, the NL-worst Marlins matched 
their loss total of last year and appear 
headed to their first 100-defeat season 
since 2013. 

Cubs 8, Reds 2: Kyle Schwarber hit a 
three-run homer and made a diving catch 
in left field, helping host Chicago win its 
fifth straight. 

Nicholas Castellanos added a two-run 


double in the eighth inning as the Cubs 
moved a season-high 14 games above .500. 
Chicago has outscored its opponents 59-18 
during its win streak. 

The Cubs (82-68) pulled within a half¬ 
game of Washington for the top spot in the 
wild-card standings and stayed two games 
back of NL Central-leading St. Louis, which 
held off the Nationals for a 4-2 win. 

Twins 5, White Sox 3: Jose Berrios 
pitched into the eighth inning to win his 
second straight start, Mitch Garver hit a 
go-ahead double and host Minnesota in¬ 
creased its lead to five games in the AL 
Central. 

Seeking their first division title since 
2010, the Twins (92-58) are assured of 
their best record since finishing 94-68 
nine years ago. 

Brewers 4, Padres 1: Corey Span- 
genberg drove in three runs, including a 
tiebreaking, two-run triple in the fourth 
inning, and host Milwaukee kept up a play¬ 
off push with its 10th win in 11 games. 

The Brewers remained one game behind 
the Chicago Cubs for the NL’s second wild 
card and three games back of St. Louis, the 
NL Central leader. 

Tigers 5, Orioles 2: Jordy Mercer hit a 
two-run homer in the first inning, and host 
Detroit split a four-game series between 
the teams with the worst records in the 
major leagues. 

After the first series in American 
League history between teams in 50 or 
more games under .500, Detroit (45-104) 
has a 3 Vi-game “lead” over Baltimore 
(49-101) for the top pick in June’s amateur 
draft, which goes to the club with the low¬ 
est winning percentage this season. 
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MLB 


American League 

East Division 

W L Pet 

New York 98 53 

Tampa Bay 89 62 

Boston 79 70 

Toronto 59 91 

Baltimore 49 101 

Central Division 
Minnesota 92 58 

Cleveland 87 63 

Chicago 65 85 

Kansas City 56 95 

Detroit 45 104 

West Division 


98 53 


77 74 


Houston 
Oakland 

Los Angeles 
Seattle 

National League 

East Division 

W L Pci 

z-Atlanta 93 58 .61( 

Washington 82 67 .55( 

Philadelphia 76 72 .51' 

New York 77 73 .51: 

Miami 52 98 .341 

Central Division 

St. Louis 84 66 .56( 

Chicago 82 68 .541 

Milwaukee 81 69 .54( 

Cincinnati 70 81 .46' 

Pittsburgh 65 85 .431 

West Division 

x-Los Angeles 97 54 .641 

Arizona 
San Francisco 

San Diego 68 8Z .453 ZH'/i 

Colorado 66 85 .437 31 

Sunday’s games 
Toronto 6, N.Y. Yankees 4 
Boston 6, Philadelphia 3 
Cleveland 7, Minnesota 5 
Baltimore 8, Detroit 2 
Houston 12, Kansas City 3 
Oakland 6, Texas 1 
L.A. Angels 6, Tampa Bay 4 
Seattle 11, Chicago White Sox 10 
Washington 7, Atlanta 0 
Milwaukee 7, St. Louis 6 
Chicago Cubs 16, Pittsburgh 6 
Colorado 10, San Diego 5 
San Francisco 2, Miami 1 
Cincinnati 3, Arizona 1 
L.A. Dodgers 3, N.Y. Mets 2 
Monday’s games 
Detroit 5, Baltimore 2 
Minnesota 5, Chicago White Sox 3 
Kansas City 6, Oakland 5 
Milwaukee 5, San Diego 1 
St. Louis 4, Washington 2 
Chicago Cubs 8, Cincinnati 2 
Colorado 9, N.Y. Mets 4 
Arizona 7, Miami 5 

Tuesday’s games 
L.A. Angels at N.Y. Yankees 
Seattle at Pittsburgh 
Toronto at Baltimore 
Detroit at Cleveland 
San Francisco at Boston 
Chicago White Sox at Minnesota 
Texas at Houston 
Kansas City at Oakland 
Tampa Bay at L.A. Dodgers 
Philadelphia at Atlanta 
San Diego at Milwaukee 
Washington at St. Louis 
Cincinnati at Chicago Cubs 
N.Y. Mets at Colorado 
Miami at Arizona 

Wednesday's games 
Kansas City (Duffy 6-6) at Oakland 
(Bailey 13-8) 

L.A. Angels (Peters 3-3) at N.Y. Yan¬ 
kees (Sabathia 5-8) 

Seattle (Dunn 0-0) at Pittsburgh (Mus- 
grove 10-12) 

Toronto (Buchholz 1-5) at Baltimore 
(Bundy 6-14) 

Detroit (Turnbull 3-15) at Cleveland 
(Civale 3-3) 

San Francisco (Samardzija 10-12) at 
Boston (Chacin 3-10) 

Chicago White Sox (Covey 1-8) at Min¬ 
nesota (Odorizzi 14-6) 

Tampa Bay (McKay 2-4) at L.A. Dodg¬ 
ers (Gonsolin 3-2) 

Texas (Allard 4-0) at Houston (Cole 
17-5) 

Washington (Scherzer 10-6) at St. Lou¬ 
is (Wainwright 12-9) 

N.Y. Mets (Syndergaard 10-8) at Colo¬ 
rado (Hoffman 2-6) 

Miami (Alcantara 5-13) at Arizona 
(Leake ll-ll) 

Philadelphia (Eflin 8-12) at Atlanta 
(Teheran 10-9) 

San Diego (Lamet 2-5) at Milwaukee 
(Houser 6-6) 

Cincinnati (Mahle 2-11) at Chicago 
Cubs (Lester 13-10) 

Wild-card race 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 

W L Pet WCGB 

Oakland 90 61 .596 - 

Tampa Bay 89 62 .589 — 

Cleveland 87 63 .580 l'A 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

W L Pet WCGB 

Washington 82 67 .550 - 

Chicago 82 68 .547 - 


Milwaukee 81 69 

Philadelphia 76 72 

New York 77 73 

Arizona 77 74 


.540 


Calendar 


Oct. 1-2 — Wild-card games. 

Oct. 3 — Division Series start. 

Oct. 11 — League Championship Se¬ 
les start. 

Oct. 22 — World Series starts. 


Monday 

Rockies 9, Mets 4 


New York 

at 

Nimmocf ‘ 
McNeil 3b ! 
Conforto rf ‘ 
Cano 2b : 

P.AIonso lb ' 
J.Davis If ' 
Rosario ss ' 
Nido c 


Colorado 


r hbi 


i 1 1 Story SS 4 113 

l 2 2 Murphy lb 5 110 
) 0 0 Arenado3b 5 12 1 

) 0 0 Blckmon rf 5 12 0 

l 2 0 McMhon 2b 3 10 0 

) 0 0 Desmond If 4 1 2 1 

) 2 1 Hampsoncf4 13 2 
I l o Buterac 3 110 
Senzatela p 2 1 1 2 


2 0 0 0 


Guillorme ph 1 0 

Familiap 0 0 

Avilan p 0 0 

Sewald p 

Lowrie ph 
Lockett p 

Panikph i u u u 

Rivera c 10 10 

Totals 36 4 9 4 Totals 37 913 9 
New York 102 100 000-4 

Colorado 010 600 llx-9 

E—J.Davis (7). LOB-New York 8, Colo¬ 
rado 7. 2B—Rosario (28), P.AIonso (29), 
Arenado (31). HR-Nimmo (6), McNeil 
(21), Desmond (18), Story (33). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Matz L.10-9 4 6 7 7 2 4 

Lockett 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Familia 1 2 1110 

Avilan Vi 0 0 0 0 1 

Sewald Vi 2 0 0 0 0 

Diaz 1 2 110 0 


0 0 12 


Royals 6, Athletics 5 

Kansas City Oakland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Merrifield 2b 5 3 2 0 Semienss 5 2 3 2 

Mondesi SS 5 0 3 2 Laurnorf-cf4 12 0 

Solerdh 5 2 2 1 Chpman3b 5 0 0 0 

Dozier 3b 5 0 10 Olson lb 4 0 2 2 

Gordon If 3 0 12 1-Barreto prO 0 0 0 

Starling rf 3 0 10 Pinderrf 10 0 0 
O’Hearn lb 2 0 0 0 Canhacf-lb3 1 0 0 

McBrm ph-lb2 0 0 0 Brown If 10 0 0 

Viloriac 4 0 0 0 Grssmnph-lfl 0 0 0 

Phillips Cf 3 111 Davis dh 4 0 11 

Profar2b 4 0 10 

Neuse2b 0 0 0 0 

Murphy c 4 110 
Totals 37 611 6 Totals 36 5 10 5 

Kansas City 100 120 002-6 

Oakland 220 000 010-5 

E—Laureano (7). DP—Kansas City 1, 
Oakland 1. LOB—Kansas City 7, Oakland 8. 
2B—Dozier (27), Soler (29), Mondesi (19), 
Olson 2 (26), Murphy (5). 3B-Mondesi 
(10), Profar (2). HR-Soler (45), Phillips 
(2), Semien (31). SB-Laureano (13). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Kansas City 

Sparkman 

Barlow 
Speier 

McCarthy, W, 4-2 
Kennedy, S, 30-34 

Oakland 

Diekman 
Petit 


4’/3 


VA 


3 1 


0 0 12 
0 0 0 2 


Soria . . _ 

Hndrks, L, 4-3, BS, 22-28 1 2 2 1 0 1 

Hill pitched to 1 batter in the 6th, Spei¬ 
er pitched to 1 batter in the 8th. HBP— 
Roark (Gordon). WP—Sparkman(2). T— 
3:35. A-12,902 (46,765). 

Cubs 8, Reds 2 

Cincinnati Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Blandino 2b 3 0 10 Zobrist 2b 4 12 1 


Garrett p 
Kuhnel p 0 0 0 0 

Alaniz p 0 0 0 0 

Hergetp 0 0 0 0 

Graterol ph 10 10 
Ervin If 3 0 11 

Suarez 3b 2 0 0 0 

Aquino rf 5 0 0 0 

Casalic 3 0 0 1 

Lorenzen cf 3 0 0 0 

Perazass 4 12 0 
VanMeter lb 1 i 


Dietrch ph-lb 3 0 0 0 Hoernerss 


Wickp 
Lucroy ph 0 0 0 0 
AlmraJr. cf 0 0 0 0 
Castllnos rf 5 0 1 2 
Ryan p 0 0 0 0 
Phelps p 0 0 0 0 
Bryant 3b 3 110 
Schwrber If 4 1 13 
Bote 2b 0 0 0 0 
Contreras c 4 12 0 
Caratini lb 3 10 0 
Hywrd cf-rf 2 111 


Hamels p 10 0 0 

Cishekp 0 0 0 0 

Kempph 10 0 0 

Mills p 0 0 0 0 

Happ ph-2b 2 110 
Totals 33 810 7 
001 100 000-2 
300 002 03x—8 

E-Alaniz (1). DP-Cincinnati 1, Chi¬ 
cago 0. LOB—Cincinnati 11, Chicago 7. 
2B—Peraza (15), Heyward (20), Castella¬ 
nos (18). HR-Schwarber (37). SB-Ervin 
(4). SF-Ervin (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Gausman p i 
Colon ph 
Sims p . 

Bowman p 0 0 0 0 

Brnhrt ph-lb 2 0 0 f 

Totals 31 2 6 

Cincinnati 
Chicago 


Gausman L,0-2 2 3 3 3 0 2 

Sims 2 1 0 0 2 1 

Bowman 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Garrett 0 2 2 2 0 0 

Kuhnel 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Alaniz l’A 2 3 3 1 2 

Herget Vi 1 0 0 10 

Chicago 

Hamels 3'A 3 2 2 5 4 

CishekH,12 Vi 0 0 0 1 1 

Mills W,1-0 2 1 0 0 0 3 

Wick H,5 2 0 0 0 0 1 

Ryan Vi 1 0 0 10 

Phelps Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

Garrett pitched to 3 batters in the 6th. 
HBP—Hamels (Colon), Garrett (Caratini). 
T—3:27. A—33,753 (41,649). 



Morry Gash/AP 


The Brewers’ Orlando Arcia signals “22” for teammate Christian Yelich after Arcia hit an RBI double 
during the sixth inning against the San Diego Padres on Monday in Milwaukee. 


Cardinals 4, Nationals 2 

Washington St. Louis 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Turner ss 4 0 0 0 Fowler rf 2 2 0 0 

Eaton rf 4 0 0 0 Wong 2b 3 0 0 0 

Rendon 3b 4 12 1 Gldschmdtlb 2 10 0 

Soto If 3 10 0 Ozuna If 4 12 4 

A.Cabrera2b4 0 1 0 DeJong SS 3 0 0 0 

Zmmrmanlb3 0 0 0 Molina c 4 0 10 

Robles Cf 3 0 11 Edman3b 4 0 2 0 

Gomes c 3 0 10 Bader cf 4 0 0 0 

Strasburg p 1 0 0 0 Dk.Hdson p 2 0 0 0 

Rainey p 0 0 0 0 J.Mrtnezphl 0 0 0 
Parra ph 1 0 0 0 Brebbiap 0 0 0 0 

Doolittle p 0 0 0 0 Miller p 0 0 0 0 

Strickland p 0 0 0 0 C.Mrtinezp 0 0 0 0 

Suero p 0000 

Totals 30 2 5 2 Totals 29 4 5 4 

Washington 000 101 000-2 

St. Louis 200 000 20x-4 

E—Zimmerman (3). LOB—Washington 
4, St. Louis 7. 2B—Ozuna (21). HR-Ren- 
don (34), Ozuna (28). SB-Molina (5), 
Wong (23), Edman (13), Fowler (8). S- 
Strasburg (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Washington 

Strasburg 5 3 2 2 4 6 

Rainey 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Doolittle L,6-5 Vi 0 1112 

Strickland Vi 1 1110 

Suero 1 0 0 0 0 1 

St. Louis 

Dak.Hudson W,16-7 7 5 2 2 2 1 

Brebbia H,10 Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

Miller H,27 VA 0 0 0 0 0 

C.Martinez S,20-23 ’/ 3 0 0 0 0 0 

WP—Strickland. T-3:04. A-42,812 

(45,538). 

Twins 5, White Sox 3 

Chicago Minnesota 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Garcia cf-rf 4 110 Arraez2b 4 0 3 2 

Moncada3b 4 0 2 0 Polanco ss 3 111 

Abreudh 3 0 0 1 Cruzdh 4 0 11 

Jimenez If 4 111 Rosario If 4 0 0 0 

McCann c 4 111 Garverc 3 0 2 1 

Skole lb 2 0 0 0 Cave rf 4 0 0 0 

Castillo ph 1 0 0 0 Sano3b 3 110 

Mendickss 4 0 0 0 Gonzalez lb 4 2 10 

Sanchez 2b 2 0 0 0 Wade Jr cf 3 110 

Goins rf 3 0 10 LaMarrecf 0 0 0 0 
Engel pr-cf 0 0 0 0 

Totals 31 3 6 3 Totals 32 510 5 

Chicago 110 000 001-3 

Minnesota 020 012 00x-5 

E—Sanchez (8), Jimenez (3), Sano (16). 
DP—Chicago 2, Minnesota 1. LOB—Chi¬ 
cago 4, Minnesota 6. 2B—Moncada (30), 
Polanco (37), Garver (14), Wade Jr (1). 
HR-McCann (17), Jimenez (28). SF- 
Abreu (10), Polanco (6). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Lopez 9 L°9-14 5Vi 9 5 5 2 2 

Fry Vi 1 0 0 0 0 

Cordero 1 0 0 0 0 1 


Berrios W,13-8 V/i 5 2 2 2 

Duffey H,13 Vi 0 0 0 0 

Romo H,14 Vi 1 110 

Rogers 5,27-33 Vi 0 0 0 0 

T—2:42. A—21,850 (38,649). 


Tigers 5, Orioles 2 

Baltimore Detroit 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Albrto 3b-2b 4 0 10 Reyes cf 4 12 2 

Mancini lb 5 12 1 Mercer 2b 3 2 12 

Santander rf 4 0 10 Cabrera dh 4 0 0 0 

Nunez dh 3 0 0 0 Candlrio lb 2 0 0 0 

Villar 2b-ss 4 110 Dixon If 4 0 10 
Hayscf 3 0 11 Lugo 3b 3 111 

D.Stewart ph 1 0 0 0 Demritte rf 4 1 10 

Severinoc 3 0 0 0 Rogers c 2 0 0 0 

Smith Jr. ph 1 0 0 0 W.Cstross 3 0 10 

Wilkerson If 4 0 1 0 

Martinss 2 0 10 

Ruiz ph-3b 2 0 10 

Totals 36 2 9 2 Totals 29 5 7 5 

Baltimore 000 001 100-2 

Detroit 200 021 00x-5 

LOB—Baltimore 9, Detroit 5. 2B-Man- 
cini (33), Reyes (15). 3B-Villar (5), Reyes 
(4). HR-Mancini (33), Mercer (9). SF- 
Lugo (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Baltimore 

Means L,10-11 5% 6 5 5 2 3 

Kline Ml 0 0 10 

Eades 1 00002 

Detroit 

Alexander W,1-3 6 4 1 1 0 3 

Cisnero 1 2 110 2 

Farmer H,14 % 0 0 0 1 1 

McKay H,1 'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Jimenezs,7-12 1 3 0 0 0 2 

HBP—Farmer (Nunez), Eades (Cande- 
lario). T—2:35. A-14,142 (41,297). 

Brewers 5, Padres 1 

San Diego Milwaukee 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Garcia 2b 3 0 0 0 Grishm rf-lf 4 0 0 0 

France ph-2b 1 0 0 0 Grandal c 4 0 0 0 

Martini If 4 0 0 0 Mstakas3b 3 0 0 0 

Reyes p 0 0 0 0 Braun If 4 2 2 0 

Machado 3b 3 10 0 Taylor rf 0 0 0 0 
Hosmerlb 4 0 11 Thames lb 4 12 0 

Myers cf-lf 3 0 0 0 Cain cf 4 10 0 

Naylor rf 2 0 10 Spngnbrg2b3 0 2 3 

Uriasss 3 0 0 0 Arcia ss 3 0 11 

Hedges c 3 0 0 0 Davies p 10 0 0 

Richards p 1 0 0 0 Shawph 1111 

Yardleyp 0 0 0 0 Peralta p 10 0 0 

Jankwski ph 1 0 0 0 Claudio p 0 0 0 0 

Bolanos p 0 0 0 0 Jackson p 0 0 0 0 

Allen ph 0 0 0 0 

Margtph-cf 10 0 0 

Totals 29 1 2 1 Totals 32 5 8 5 

San Diego 000 100 000-1 

Milwaukee 010 211 00x-5 

E-Garcia (5). DP-San Diego 1, Mil¬ 
waukee 0. LOB—San Diego 4, Milwaukee 
4. 2B—Hosmer (28), Braun (28), Thames 
(22), Arcia (13). 3B—Spangenberg (2). 
HR-Shaw (7). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Diego 

Richards L,0-1 3% 5 3 3 0 5 

Yardley 'AO 0 0 0 1 

Bolanos 3 3 2 2 1 2 

Reyes l 0 0 0 0 2 

Milwaukee 

Davies W,10-7 5 2 1 1 2 4 

Peralta H,5 2 0 0 0 1 4 

Claudio 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Jackson 1 00003 

WP-Richards. T-2:35. A-33,215 

(41,900). 


Diamondbacks 7, Marlins 5 

Miami Arizona 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Berti 3b 5 0 12 Flores 2b 2 110 

M. Rojas ss 5 0 0 0 Dyson pr-cf 1 10 0 

Castro 2b 4 0 10 J.Rojas If 4 110 

Alfaro C 4 0 0 0 Marte cf-2b 4 0 11 

Ramirez rf-lf 3 1 1 0 Escobar 3b 3 2 2 1 

Prado lb 1 0 0 0 Lamb lb 3 0 14 

N. WIkr ph-lb 2 1 1 2 Jones rf 3 0 0 0 

Brinson cf 4 12 0 Hirano p 0 0 0 0 

Dean If 0 10 0 Leyba ph 10 0 0 

Guerrero p 0 0 0 0 Crichton p 0 0 0 0 

Kinleyp 0 0 0 0 McFrland p 0 0 0 0 

Holadayph 10 10 Ginkel p 0 0 0 0 
Keller p 0 0 0 0 Ahmed ss 3 0 0 0 

J.Smith p 0 0 0 0 Vargas 2b 10 10 

Lopez p 2 0 0 0 C.Kellyc 3 110 

Sierra ph-rf 2 110 Ray p 2 0 0 0 

Lopezp 0000 
Chafin p 0 0 0 0 
Almonte rf 2 1 1 1 
Totals 33 5 8 4 Totals 32 7 9 7 

Miami 000 000 500-5 

Arizona 101 001 40x-7 

E-Castro (13), Kinley (1), Chafin (1). 
DP—Miami 1, Arizona 1. LOB—Miami 6, 
Arizona 7. 2B-Marte (35), Lamb (7). HR- 
N.Walker (7), Escobar (35). SB-J.Rojas (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Guerrero L,l-2 
Kinley BS.0-2 
Keller 
J.Smith 

Arizona 


3 0 6 


7 


Lopez 0 2 

Chafin BS.0-4 0 1 1 0 0 0 

Hirano W,5-5 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Crichton H,2 'A 1 0 0 0 0 

McFarland H,8 % 2 0 0 0 0 

Ginkel S,l-1 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Guerrero pitched to 3 batters in the 
7th, Keller pitched to 2 batters in the 8th, 
Ray pitched to 1 batter in the 7th, Lopez 
pitched to 3 batters in the 7th, Chafin 
pitched to 1 batter in the 7th. HBP—Lo¬ 
pez 3 (Flores,J.Rojas,Lamb). WP—Guer¬ 
rero. T—3:25. A-15,897 (48,519). 

Leaders 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
ERA— Verlander, Houston, 2.58; G.Cole, 
Houston, 2.62; Morton, Tampa Bay, 3.16; 
Bieber, Cleveland, 3.26; Minor, Texas, 
3.33; Giolito, Chicago, 3.41; Berrios, Min¬ 
nesota, 3.58; E.Rodriguez, Boston, 3.64. 

STRIKEOUTS— G.Cole, Houston, 292; 
Verlander, Houston, 275; Bieber, Cleve¬ 
land, 245; Boyd, Detroit, 228; Giolito, Chi¬ 
cago, 228; Morton, Tampa Bay, 223; Sale, 
Boston, 218; Lynn, Texas, 216. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ERA— Ryu, Los Angeles, 2.35; Soroka, 
Atlanta, 2.57; deGrom, New York, 2.61; 
Scherzer, Washington, 2.65; S.Gray, Cin¬ 
cinnati, 2.80; Flaherty, St. Louis, 3.05; 
Kershaw, Los Angeles, 3.05; Buehler, Los 
Angeles, 3.15; Corbin, Washington, 3.20. 

STRIKEOUTS— deGrom, New York, 239; 
Strasburg, Washington, 235; Scherzer, 
Washington, 222; Nola, Philadelphia, 216; 
Corbin, Washington, 213; L.Castillo, Cin¬ 
cinnati, 211; Ray, Arizona, 208; Flaherty, 
St. Louis, 206; Darvish, Chicago, 204. 
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Fitzpatrick traded to Steelers 

Dolphins send disgruntled DB to Pittsburgh for first-round draft pick 


By Steven Wine 

Associated. Press 

DAVIE, Fla. — Defensive back 
Minkah Fitzpatrick got his wish 
and was traded Monday night 
from the Miami Dolphins to the 
Pittsburgh Steelers for a first- 
round draft pick in 2020, two peo¬ 
ple familiar with the negotiations 
said. 

The people confirmed the deal 
to The Associated Press on the 
condition of anonymity because 
the teams hadn’t announced it. 
The teams will also swap late- 
round picks. 

Fitzpatrick was displeased 
about his role with the Dolphins. 
He requested and received per¬ 
mission to seek a trade before 
playing free safety for Miami in 


Sunday’s 43-0 loss to New Eng¬ 
land, when he had six tackles and 
a fumble recovery. 

The rebuilding Dolphins (0- 
2), who have purged their roster 
and accumulated draft picks, now 
have three first-round choices in 
2020. While putting a priority on 
the future, they’ve been outscored 
102-10 in their first two games. 

The Steelers (0-2) can use 
Fitzpatrick’s help. In two games 
they’ve allowed 640 yards through 
the air and six touchdown passes. 
They’re also reeling from the loss 
of quarterback Ben Roethlisberg- 
er to an elbow injury. 

Fitzpatrick was the 11th overall 
pick in the 2018 draft, but became 
unhappy after Brian Flores took 
over as Miami’s coach this year. 

When the Dolphins put Fitzpat¬ 


rick at strong safety during train¬ 
ing camp, his mother, Melissa, 
complained on Twitter that he 
was being asked to play out of po¬ 
sition. He said she wasn’t wrong. 

The situation came to a head 
following a season-opening 59- 
10 loss to the Baltimore Ravens, 
when Fitzpatrick struggled and 
the Dolphins tied a team record 
by allowing six touchdown pass¬ 
es in the most lopsided defeat in 
franchise history. 

Fitzpatrick divided his time 
among safety, linebacker and 
nickel cornerback in the opener. 
Last year as a rookie under coach 
Adam Gase, the 202-pound Fitz¬ 
patrick played mostly nickel cor¬ 
nerback but also boundary corner 
and both safety spots. 



Michael Conroy/AP 

Minkah Fitzpatrick, right, tackles Bengals wide receiver Tyler Boyd 
during a game last season. A person familiar with the negotiations 
says Fitzpatrick has been traded from the Miami Dolphins to the 
Pittsburgh Steelers for a first-round draft pick in 2020. 


Briefs 


Source: Jaguars star Ramsey wants to be traded 



Eric Christian Smith/AP 


Jacksonville cornerback Jalen Ramsey, left, makes a tackle on Houston Texans wide receiver DeAndre 
Hopkins during the first half on Sunday in Houston. Ramsey has asked the Jaguars to trade him. 


Associated Press 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Two¬ 
time Pro Bowl cornerback Jalen 
Ramsey has requested a trade 
following a sideline argument 
with Jacksonville Jaguars coach 
Doug Marrone. 

The Jags are willing to enter¬ 
tain offers. 

Ramsey’s agent asked the Jags 
to move the disgruntled defender 
after Ramsey and Marrone got 
into a heated exchange during 
the team’s 13-12 loss at Houston, 
according to a person with knowl¬ 
edge of the situation. 

The person spoke to The As¬ 
sociated Press on the condition 
of anonymity Monday because 
neither Ramsey nor the team had 
made the request public. 

Ramsey’s agent, David 
Mulugheta, confirmed to ESPN 
that he asked the Jags to trade his 
client. Mulugheta did not imme¬ 
diately respond to a text message 
from the AP. 

Ramsey was upset that Mar¬ 
rone didn’t challenge DeAndre 
Hopkins’ first-down catch late in 
the first quarter of the game. The 
Texans moved the chains and 
ended the drive with a field goal. 
Ramsey said something to Mar¬ 
rone as he walked off the field and 
appeared to put his hands on the 
head coach as he made his way to 
the bench. Marrone responded 
by getting in Ramsey’s face and 
yelling. 

Marrone offered few explana¬ 
tions for the intense altercation 
and said Ramsey would not be 
punished. 

“Those things, they happen all 
the time,” Marrone said Mon¬ 
day. “They really do. I think now 
they’re a little bit more publicized, 
but ever since I played there’s al¬ 
ways stuff that goes on during the 
course of the game.... It’s a high- 
intensity profession.” 

Marrone said he approached 
Ramsey on the bench because “I 


wanted him to move on from it.” 

“I mean, that was over plays 
ago,” Marrone said. “Move on 
from it. Let’s go. We’ve got a long 
way to go in this game. Get that 
behind you.” 

Ramsey declined interview 
requests in the locker room after 
the game, and players were off 
Monday. 

The Jaguars, 0-2 for the first 
time in Marrone’s three seasons, 
host AFC South rival Tennessee 
(1-1) on Thursday night. 

Ramsey has been a stand¬ 
out player and standoffish per¬ 
son during his four seasons in 
Jacksonville. 

His tenure has included public¬ 
ly questioning defensive coordi¬ 
nator Todd Wash; roundly ripping 


several NFL quarterbacks; and 
getting suspended for a week in 
the 2018 preseason for threaten¬ 
ing a reporter. 

The Jaguars told Ramsey this 
offseason they didn’t plan to give 
him a contract extension until 
after the season. 

“I’ve fought through injuries. 
I’ve fought through everything, 
haven’t missed a game,” Ramsey 
said. “I feel like I have outplayed 
my rookie contract and I feel I’ve 
earned a new contract, but at the 
end of the day, it’s not the end of 
the world. 

“I’m tremendously blessed. I’m 
so blessed. I’m not down on it or 
anything like that at all, but that 
is the circumstance. That is what 
I’ve been told.” 


Ramsey is entering the final 
year of his $23.3 million rookie 
contract. The Jaguars already 
exercised the fifth-year option in 
the deal, meaning he’s also tied to 
the club for $13.7 million in 2020. 

Newton aggravates foot 
injury, status unclear 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Pan¬ 
thers quarterback Cam Newton 
has re-aggravated a mid-foot 
sprain injury and did not at¬ 
tend practice, making his status 
unclear for this week’s game at 
Arizona. 

Panthers coach Ron Rivera 
is expected to address Newton’s 
injury situation after Tuesday’s 
practice. 


The Panthers hadn’t practiced 
since their 20-14 loss to the Buc¬ 
caneers Thursday night, so New¬ 
ton is coming off four days of rest. 
Rivera said after the loss to the 
Buccaneers “don’t worry about 
(Newton’s) foot.” 

The 30-year-old Newton suf¬ 
fered a mid-foot sprain in the 
team’s third preseason game 
against the Patriots but returned 
to practice in time for the regular 
season opener. 

If Newton can’t play, Kyle Allen 
would get his second career NFL 
start with rookie Will Grier mov¬ 
ing into the backup role. 

Chargers S Phillips 
sidelined by broken arm 

COSTA MESA, Calif. — Adri¬ 
an Phillips will be out for an ex¬ 
tended period, dealing another 
blow to the Los Angeles Chargers 
secondary. 

The Chargers strong safety 
broke his right forearm while 
trying to tackle Detroit running 
back Kerryon Johnson during 
the fourth quarter of LA’s 13-10 
loss Sunday to the Lions. Phillips 
moved into the starting spot after 
Derwin James had surgery for a 
stress fracture in his right foot 
midway through training camp. 

Coach Anthony Lynn said it is 
likely Phillips will be placed on 
injured reserve in order to add 
another defensive back to the ros¬ 
ter. Besides James, cornerback 
Trevor Williams is on IR due to a 
quad injury. 

“His versatility is huge. He 
was the captain of the second¬ 
ary (after James got hurt),” Lynn 
said. “He will be hard to replace 
but we have guys who can fill his 
shoes.” 

Phillips, who is in his sixth 
year, has 13 tackles through the 
first two games. He was an All- 
Pro selection last year for special 
teams after leading the league 
with 19 special teams tackles. 
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Giants benching Manning to start Jones 



Bill Kostroun/AP 


Giants quarterback Eli Manning is tackled against the Buffalo Bills 
on Sunday. New York is benching Manning and will start rookie 
Daniel Jones at quaterback on Sunday against Tampa Bay. 


By Tom Canavan 
Associated Press 

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 
— Eli Manning’s long and distin¬ 
guished reign as the New York 
Giants’ starting quarterback is 
seemingly over. Let the Daniel 
Jones era begin. 

Coach Pat Shurmur announced 
Tuesday that the No. 6 overall 
pick in the NFL Draft is replacing 
two-time Super Bowl MVP as the 
Giants’ quarterback, beginning 
Sunday at Tampa Bay. 

The move comes less than 24 
hours after Shurmur refused to 
say Manning would remain the 
starter following two straight 
losses, the sixth time in seven 
years New York has gotten off to 
a 0-2 start. 

The 38-year-old Manning has 
been the Giants’ starter since re¬ 
placing Kurt Warner after nine 
games in the 2004 season. 

Manning led the Giants to Super 
Bowl titles following the 2007 and 
’ll seasons, beating Tom Brady 
and the Patriots both times. 

“Eli and I spoke this morning,” 
Shurmur said. “I told him that we 
are making a change and going 
with Daniel as the starter. I also 
talked to Daniel. Eli was obvi¬ 
ously disappointed, as you would 
expect, but he said he would be 
what he has always been, a good 


teammate, and continue to pre¬ 
pare to help this team win games. 
Daniel understands the challenge 
at hand, and he will be ready to 
play on Sunday.” 

In two games, Manning com¬ 
pleted 56 of 89 passes for 556 
yards, two touchdowns and two 
interceptions for a passer rating 
of 78.7. But the Giants have scored 
only four touchdowns, despite av¬ 
eraging 420 yards. 

“Ultimately, this is a move that 
I felt was best for this team at this 
time,” said Shurmur, who is in his 
second season with the Giants. “I 
have said it since I got here, I am 
very fond of Eli. His work ethic, 
his preparation, his football intel¬ 
ligence. All those attributes are 
as good as I have ever seen in a 
player. And Eli worked as hard as 
you could ask of anybody to get 
ready for this season. This move 
is more about Daniel moving for¬ 
ward than about Eli.” 

The question of when Jones 
would take over has been a con¬ 
stant topic since the Giants 
drafted him, and the issue gained 
momentum when the 22-year-old 
Duke product completed 29 of 34 
passes for 416 yards, two touch¬ 
downs and no interceptions in the 
preseason. His 137.2 quarterback 
rating was the best in the league. 

The hint of an impending 
change surfaced Monday and a 


day later Shurmur benched the 
man who has been the face of the 
organization for the past 15-plus 
years. 

Manning, who is playing in a 
team-record 16th season with the 
Giants, knew the change was a 
possibility. 

“We’re 0-2 and you are look¬ 
ing for answers,” he said Monday. 
“I get it. We drafted a guy early 
and you are not winning games, 
these things are going to come up. 

I just have to keep working and do 
whatever my job is.” 

On Sunday, his job will be as 
Jones’ backup. 

Jones will be the third of the 

II quarterbacks selected in this 
year’s draft to start a game. Kyler 
Murray, the first overall selection 
by Arizona, started the Cardinals’ 
first two games. Gardner Min- 
shew II, a sixth-round selection 
by Jacksonville out of Washington 
State, started Sunday in Houston 
for the injured Nick Foies. 

Manning has started 232 of the 
Giants’ last 233 regular-season 
games. The loss Sunday to the 
Bills dropped his record to .500 
at 116-116. 

Manning started 210 consecu¬ 
tive regular-season games from 
Nov. 21, 2004 to Nov. 23, 2017, the 
second-longest streak by a quar¬ 
terback in NFL history behind 
Brett Favre (297). Manning did 


not play on Dec. 3, 2017, at Oak¬ 
land when Ben McAdoo started 
Geno Smith instead. 

McAdoo and general manager 


Jerry Reese were fired the next 
day and Manning returned to 
running the team, starting the 
last 22 games. 


Reich remains confident in Vinatieri despite woes 



James Kenney/AP 


Colts kicker Adam Vinatieri, left, reacts to missing his second extra point as holder Rigoberto Sanchez 
watches against the Titans on Sunday. Speculation has swirled Vinatieri would retire. He’s missed five of 
eight kicks in the first two games. 


By Michael Marot 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — Indianap¬ 
olis Colts coach Frank Reich still 
wants Adam Vinatieri to be his 
kicker. 

For now, he is. 

The NFL’s career scoring lead¬ 
er left the team complex Monday 
afternoon without speaking to 
reporters, though he promised a 
day earlier he would as specula¬ 
tion swirled that the 46-year-old 
might retire. 

“In a strange way before the 
game started yesterday, I was 
kind of hoping it came down to 
a 60-yard field goal to win the 
game,” Reich said. “I’m hoping 
that that’s going to happen one 
of these games and he’s the guy 
— there’s nobody else I’d trust 
more than I would trust Adam 
Vinatieri.” 

Given Vinatieri’s history, Reich 
has good reason to believe Vina¬ 
tieri will solve an early season 
slump that might go down as the 
worst of his 24-year career. 

He’s missed five of eight kicks 
in the first two games, including 
three extra points, matching his 
single-season career high. 

In a season-opening overtime 
loss to the Los Angeles Chargers, 
Vinatieri missed two field goals 
and an extra point in a game for 
the first time in his career. After¬ 
ward, he blamed himself for the 
loss. 

On Sunday, at Tennessee, it al¬ 
most happened again. After mak¬ 
ing the first extra point, he pulled 
the second one wide left while the 


third hit the right upright. Indy’s 
defense prevented the Titans 
from moving into position for a 
potential shot at a winning field 
goal. 

Reich said the first miss Sun¬ 
day was the result of a bad snap. 
But it was clear Vinatieri was 
frustrated with his performance. 

He atypically did not take 
questions following the game, in¬ 


stead telling reporters he would 
talk Monday — a day Colts play¬ 
ers do not normally meet with 
media members. Some people 
wondered if that meant another 
retirement announcement might 
be forthcoming less than a month 
after Andrew Luck’s surprise 
departure. 

But Monday came and with Vi¬ 
natieri still silent. Reich said Vi¬ 


natieri would speak Tuesday and 
sounds as if he expects Vinatieri 
to be kicking Sunday against At¬ 
lanta in Indy’s home opener. 

When asked whether the Colts 
might try out kickers this week, 
Reich deferred to general man¬ 
ager Chris Ballard. Reich has a 
clear preference. 

“I know there has been a lot 
of discussion about Adam. I just 


want to make this clear — Adam 
is our kicker,” Reich said. “Like 
I said yesterday, we have zero 
concern. He’s not only our kicker, 
he’s an instrumental leader on 
our team.” 

Vinatieri has had one of the 
longest and most successful ca¬ 
reers in league history. He broke 
Morten Andersen’s career scor¬ 
ing and field goal records last 
season. Vinatieri now has 2,605 
points and 583 field goals. 

Clearly this season has not been 
vintage Vinatieri. 

After dealing with a lingering 
groin injury last season, Vinatieri 
missed part of training camp and 
the preseason with knee tendini¬ 
tis — an injury neither Reich nor 
Vinatieri have used to explain the 
errant kicks. 

And even though team owner 
Jim Irsay expressed “concerns” 
about the continued misses, 
Reich reiterated Monday he is not 
worried. 

Former holder Pat McAfee 
told listeners on his new show 
for DAZN he believes Vinatieri 
is more concerned about how the 
misses could impact the team’s 
ability to win. 

“I got to talk to him last night 
and he doesn’t enjoy the fact that 
he feels like he’s a liability to his 
team,” McAfee said. “I have no 
idea what he’s planning on doing. 
He’s always said, As long as I con¬ 
tinue being an asset for the team, 
I’ll continue doing it.’ Right now, 
I think Vinatieri has the feeling 
he is letting his teammates down, 
and he doesn’t like it.” 
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Brown's status in limbo again this week 



Brynn Anderson/AP 


New England Patriots wide receiver Antonio Brown smiles on the sideline during the 
second half of Sunday’s game against the Dolphins in Miami Gardens, Fla. 


By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — New England 
Patriots receiver Antonio Brown’s avail¬ 
ability is again in limbo this week with the 
NFL preparing to meet with the former 
trainer that has filed a civil lawsuit accus¬ 
ing the star receiver of rape and sexual 
assault. 

On Monday, the NFL declined to com¬ 
ment on the allegations against Brown or 
when it would speak with his accuser. But 
the league told the Patriots last week that 
it was opening an investigation into the 
matter. 

Brown has denied the allegations made 
in the lawsuit. Darren Heitner, a lawyer 
representing Brown, told The Associated 
Press his client plans to countersue. 

Sports Illustrated also published a 
story Monday afternoon in which a sec¬ 
ond woman, an unnamed artist, alleged 
that Brown exposed himself to her while 
she was working on a mural for him at his 
Pittsburgh home in 2017. 

In a statement issued Monday via Twit¬ 
ter, Heitner said Brown also denies the al¬ 
legation made in the SI story. 

“Antonio Brown has reviewed the sexual 
misconduct allegations made by an un¬ 
named artist included in a recently pub¬ 
lished Sports Illustrated article and denies 
that he ever engaged in such activities,” 


the statement said. “There will be no fur¬ 
ther comment at this time.” 

Brown has not spoken publicly since the 
lawsuit was filed and he did not address re¬ 
porters leading up to the game against the 
Dolphins. He also was not made available 


following the Miami game and was not 
present in the locker room during a player 
availability on Monday. 

Asked during his Monday morning con¬ 
ference call if he expected to hear anything 
from the NFL about Brown’s availability 


this week, Patriots coach Bill Belichick 
said, “I don’t really know anything about 
that.” 

In the lawsuit filed by Brown’s former 
trainer Britney Taylor last week in Florida, 
she alleges Brown sexually assaulted her 
on three occasions. According to the law¬ 
suit, Taylor says she was sexually assault¬ 
ed by Brown on separate training trips to 
Pittsburgh and Florida that same month in 

2017. It also alleges he forcibly raped her in 

2018. The suit includes what it says are text 
messages from Brown bragging about the 
second assault. 

The AP does not usually name the al¬ 
leged victims of sex assaults, but Taylor 
was identified in the federal lawsuit and 
was quoted in a statement provided by her 
lawyer, David Haas. 

Though the allegations made by Taylor 
against Brown made him subject to disci¬ 
pline under the NFL’s personal conduct 
policy, he played and scored a touchdown 
on Sunday during the Patriots’ 43-0 win at 
Miami. Two sources told The Associated 
Press that Brown was not placed on the 
commissioner’s exempt list last week be¬ 
cause no criminal charges had been filed 
against him and because the NFL hadn’t 
fully developed its investigation. 

Players on the exempt list can’t play in 
games or practice with a team but are still 
paid. A player can be placed on the exempt 
list at any point. 


NFLPA distributing 
work stoppage guide 


Rams quarterback Jared Goff, right, is sacked by New Orleans 
Saints defensive end Marcus Davenport on Sunday in Los Angeles. 


Digs: Refs 
increasingly 
under fire 

FROM BACK PAGE 

that many believe denied them a 
trip to the Super Bowl. 

In Denver, the Broncos lost 
to Chicago 16-14 on a field goal 
as time expired after Bradley 
Chubb was whistled for roughing 
the passer on what appeared to be 
a clean hit on Mitchell Trubisky 
with 24 seconds left. 

The call prompted Fox analyst 
Mark Schlereth to declare on the 
broadcast, “OK, I guess we’re 
going to legislate contact in a con¬ 
tact sport. That’s ridiculous.” 

Asked for his thoughts on the 
penalty Monday, Fangio said, 
“In regard to officiating, I’m just 
going to quote Sean Payton, who 
is a much more senior head coach 
than I am, ‘We can’t control poor 
officiating or awful calls.’” 

Fangio still thought he’d won 
his first NFL game as a head 
coach when the clock ran out fol¬ 
lowing Trubisky’s 20-yard pass 
over the middle to Allen Robin¬ 
son on fourth-and-15 from his 
40. Robinson went to the ground 
at the Denver 35-yard line just as 
the clock hit 1 second. 

When that last second ticked 
off, the Broncos began celebrat¬ 
ing only to see rookie referee 
Adrian Hill huddle with his crew 
and then put 1 second back on the 
clock, saying Chicago had called 
its final timeout in the nick of 
time. 

“No, I don’t think there was,” a 
second left, Fangio insisted. “He 


went down at 0:01 and nothing 
in life, in the world, happens si¬ 
multaneously. There is lag time 
there, and they didn’t deem there 
was lag time there.” 

Eddy Pineiro’s 53-yard field 
goal sent the Broncos to 0-2 for 
the first time since 1999, when 
John Elway retired, Steve Atwater 
bolted and Shannon Sharpe and 
Terrell Davis suffered season¬ 
ending injuries following back-to- 
back Super Bowl triumphs. 

“I thought we won,” Derek 
Wolfe said. “And then I was like, 
‘Wait, how are they kicking a field 
goal? The time is out.’ And then 
before that, I thought, ‘How do 
they call a roughing the passer on 
Chubb?”’ 

In Los Angeles, NFL officiating 
chief A1 Riveron said the whistle 
never should have been blown on 
Jordan’s return. 

“We tell our referees when in 
doubt to let it play out,” Riveron 


said in the pool report. “If it is an 
incomplete pass, we can always 
come back and make it an incom¬ 
plete pass. In this situation, as it 
occurs here, the most we can do 
is give the ball to the defense. But 
we cannot, by rule, give them the 
advance. All we can do is give 
them the ball at the spot of the 
clear recovery.” 

It looked as if the officials also 
missed a roughing penalty on that 
play when defensive tackle David 
Onyemata hit Goff in the helmet, 
appearing to yank his facemask. 

Gene Steratore, ex-NFL official 
and current rules analyst for CBS 
Sports, tweeted, “you have to be 
100% sure the QB’s arm is mov¬ 
ing forward with control of the 
ball. The ball was clearly out of 
Goff’s control and should’ve been 
ruled a fumble. However, the 
contact to Goff was roughing the 
passer and if called, LA would’ve 
kept the ball.” 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A potential 
lockout or strike is IV2 years 
away, yet the NFL Players Asso¬ 
ciation is handing out “work stop¬ 
page guides to its players. 

The guides are being distrib¬ 
uted to all 32 teams’ players this 
week, and features a how-to list 
of survival should the union and 
league not reach a collective bar¬ 
gaining agreement in 2021. The 
current 10-year deal expires in 
March 2021, and the two sides 
have had preliminary talks on a 
number of issues. 

Among the tips provided to the 
players by the union, which was 
locked out for more than four 
months in 2011, are to be pre¬ 
pared to be out of work. 

“Expiration is Coming, Stay 
Ready,” the booklet warns. 

“It’s important for the veterans 
to step up and tell those guys who 
weren’t in the NFL back in 2011 
that the business of football is se¬ 
rious, a work stoppage is serious, 
and the best thing that any of us 
can do is stay ready,” Giants safe¬ 
ty Michael Thomas, an NFLPA 
vice president, said in the guide. 

So the guide suggests such 
things as: 

■ build savings; 

■ modify lifestyles; 

■ implement a “no spending 
day” once a week; 

■ cook more at home, eating 
out less often; 

■ cancel unused subscriptions 
(such as music and video stream¬ 
ing services, gym memberships, 


shopping apps); 

■ manage the expectations of 
friends and family members; 

■ just say “no.” Don’t let out¬ 
side requests wreck the budget. 

The union also urges players to 
“get creative with housing costs” 
by finding renters for their unoc¬ 
cupied homes or bedrooms which 
“can generate extra income 
and offset the mortgage for that 
house.” 

The average player salary in 
the NFL is well over $2 million, 
but the number is skewed by the 
monster contracts at the top end, 
mostly to quarterbacks. There 
are hundreds of players making 
far less than that, albeit substan¬ 
tial money. The rookie minimum 
is close to $500,000, and vet¬ 
eran minimums run from above 
$700,000 to more than $900,000. 

Balancing that: careers are 
very short, less than three years 
on average. And players put their 
bodies on the line daily, in games 
and practices. 

A work stoppage can cut down 
those careers even more. With 
that in mind, the guide urges 
players to begin budgeting, re¬ 
examining their housing situa¬ 
tions, car, clothing and jewelry 
expenses. 

“Whether you are preparing 
for a work stoppage or your sec¬ 
ond career,” the guide says, “you 
should have a plan in place to 
manage the financial transition. 
One good rule of thumb is to fol¬ 
low the ABCs: 

Adjust. Budget. Cut. 

AP Sports Writer Tom Canavan contrib¬ 
uted to this report. 
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Scoreboard 


American Conference 


New England 
Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets 
Miami 

Houston 

Indianapolis 

Tennessee 

Jacksonville 

Baltimore 

Cleveland 

Cincinnati 

Pittsburgh 

Kansas City 
Oakland 
L.A. Chargers 
Denver 


East 

W L T Pet PF PA 

2 0 0 1.000 76 3 

2 0 0 1.000 45 30 

- - - — 19 40 

000 10 102 


500 41 42 

500 43 47 

500 60 32 

000 38 53 

000 82 27 

500 36 46 

000 37 62 

000 29 61 

000 68 36 

500 34 44 

500 40 37 

000 30 40 


National Conference 


Dallas 

Philadelphia 
N.Y. Giants 
Washington 

Tampa Bay 
Atlanta 
New Orleans 
Carolina 

Green Bay 
Detroit 
Minnesota 
Chicago 


East 

W L T Pet PF PA 

2 0 0 1.000 66 38 

1 1 0 .500 52 51 

0 2 0 .000 31 63 

0 2 0 .000 48 63 


1 1 0 .500 37 45 

1 1 0 .500 36 48 

1 1 0 .500 39 55 

0 2 0 .000 41 50 

North 

2 0 0 1.000 31 19 

1 0 1 .750 40 37 

1 1 0 .500 44 33 

1 0 .500 19 24 


West 

San Francisco 2 0 0 1.000 72 34 

L.A. Rams 2 0 0 1.000 57 36 

Seattle 2 0 0 1.000 49 46 

Arizona 011 .250 44 50 

Thursday’s game 
Tampa Bay 20, Carolina 14 
Sunday’s games 
Dallas 31, Washington 21 
Detroit 13, L.A. Chargers 10 
San Francisco 41, Cincinnati 17 
Houston 13, Jacksonville 12 
Indianapolis 19, Tennessee 17 
Baltimore 23, Arizona 17 
New England 43, Miami 0 
Buffalo 28, N.Y Giants 14 
Seattle 28, Pittsburgh 26 
Green Bay 21, Minnesota 16 
Kansas City 28, Oakland 10 
Chicago 16, Denver 14 
L.A. Rams 27, New Orleans 9 
Atlanta 24, Philadelphia 20 
Monday’s game 
Cleveland 23, N.Y Jets 3 

Thursday, Sept. 19 
Tennessee at Jacksonville 
Sunday, Sept. 22 
Miami at Dallas 
Oakland at Minnesota 
Cincinnati at Buffalo 
Baltimore at Kansas City 
Atlanta at Indianapolis 
Detroit at Philadelphia 
Denver at Green Bay 
N.Y. Jets at New England 
N.Y. Giants at Tampa Bay 
Carolina at Arizona 
Houston at L.A. Chargers 
New Orleans at Seattle 
Pittsburgh at San Francisco 
L.A. Rams at Cleveland 

Monday, Sept. 23 
Chicago at Washington 

Monday 

Browns 23, Jets 3 

Cleveland 6 10 7 0-23 

New York 0 3 0 0-3 

First Quarter 

Cle-FG Seibert 23, 10:27. 

Cle-FG Seibert 48, 6:15. 

Second Quarter 

Cle—Chubb 19 run (Seibert kick), 
10:16. 

NYJ-FG Ficken 46, 2:56. 

Cle-FG Seibert 43, :00. 

Third Quarter 

Cle—Beckham 89 pass from Mayfield 
(Seibert kick), 3:32. 


Cle 


NYJ 


21-70 24-93 


6-38.5 7-47.0 


30:19 


-78,523. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING—Cleveland, Chubb 18-62, 
DJohnson 3-8. New York, Bell 21-68, 
Montgomery 3-25. 

PASSING—Cleveland, Mayfield 19-35- 
1-325. New York, Siemian 3-6-0-3, Falk 
20-25-0-198. 

RECEIVING—Cleveland, Beckham 6- 
161, Chubb 4-36, D.Johnson 3-42, Landry 

3- 32, Ratley 2-50, Harris 1-4. New York, 
Bell 10-61, R.Anderson 4-81, Crowder 

4- 40, Montgomery 3-15, Bellamy 1-5, 
D.Thomas l-(minus 1). 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 

Calendar 

Oct. 15-16 — Fall league meeting. Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. 

Oct. 29 — All trading ends for 2019 at 
4 p.m. (ET) 



Adam Hunger/AP 

Cleveland Browns wide receiver Odell Beckham makes a one-handed catch in front of New York Jets cornerback Nate Hairston during the 
first quarter of the Browns’ 23-3 victory Monday night in East Rutherford, N.J. Beckham had six receptions for 161 yards and a touchdown. 


OBJ the answer for Browns 


By Dennis Waszak Jr. 

Associated Press 

EAST RUTHERFORD, N. J. — Odell Beck¬ 
ham Jr. felt right at home again — in the end 
zone and on the highlight reels. 

With an 89-yard touchdown catch and a 
spectacular one-handed grab in his return to 
MetLife Stadium, the Browns wide receiver 
helped lift Cleveland past the short-handed 
and banged-up New York Jets 23-3 on Mon¬ 
day night. 

“We got the ball in (No.) 13’s hands,” 
Browns wide receiver Jarvis Landry said, 
“and let him go.” 

Beckham, traded from the Giants in March, 
helped the Browns (1-1) bounce back from a 
30-point loss to Tennessee in their opener to 
top the Jets (0-2) and give Freddie Kitchens 
his first victory as Cleveland’s coach. 

It all came after Beckham called out Jets 
defensive coordinator Gregg Williams last 
Thursday, saying the coach — then with the 
Browns — instructed players to hurt him in 
a preseason game in 2017. Williams denied 
Beckham’s accusations and jokingly asked re¬ 
porters: “Odell who?” 

Williams, who led the Browns to a 5-3 re¬ 
cord as their interim coach last season, also 
chided reporters for giving Beckham atten¬ 
tion and wouldn’t call him one of the NFL’s 
most dynamic players. 

“Everything fuels me,” Beckham said. 
“Good comments, bad comments, I feel all of 
that. I just want to be the very best that I can 
and be the leader I am supposed to be.” 

Williams clearly knows who Beckham is 
now. The coach was seen shouting angrily on 
the sideline after Beckham’s touchdown. 

“Who?” Beckham said when asked about 
Williams’ comments. “No, everybody has the 


right to their own opinion. He’s a phenomenal 
coach, he’s got a great defense, but I’m done 
talking about it, you know? We won, so I just 
tried to make plays to help the team.” 

Beckham finished with six catches for 161 
yards and the TD from Baker Mayfield. 

The Jets couldn’t get anything going on of¬ 
fense, and the Browns blew open the game 
late in the third quarter. 

Luke Falk led the Jets on their longest 
drive of night to that point — 60 yards — but 
Le’Veon Bell could only get 1 yard on a fourth- 
and-2 pass, turning the ball over on downs at 
the Browns 11. 

On the next play, Mayfield hit Beckham 
with a slant pass, and the receiver outran the 
Jets’ defenders all the way to the end zone for 
an 89-yard TD that put Cleveland up 23-3 with 
3:32 remaining in the third quarter. 

“That did it and that was huge for us,” said 
running back Nick Chubb, who had a 19-yard 
TD run. “We took all the momentum away 
from them with that long run. After that, it 
was our game to lose.” 

Beckham helped the Browns take a 3-0 lead 
on their first possession on Austin Seibert’s 
23-yard field goal — a drive highlighted by 
a spectacular 33-yard, one-handed grab that 
got Cleveland down to the Jets 4. 

And, yes, Beckham was wearing his expen¬ 
sive watch — despite the NFL telling him last 
week not to. 

Emotional return 

Browns defensive end Chris Smith played 
after his girlfriend, Petara Cordero, was killed 
in a car accident last week. Cordero, 26, was 
killed after she exited Smith’s Lamborghini 
and was standing on the highway’s shoulder 
when she was hit by an oncoming car. 


Jets’ next question: Now what? 

First, Sam Darnold. Then, Trevor Siemian. 

Now what? 

That’s the question Adam Gase and the Jets 
face at quarterback just two games into the 
season. 

Luke Falk, the Jets’ No. 3 quarterback, was 
promoted a few hours before the game — and 
found himself on the field as the only healthy 
player at the position after Siemian went down 
with an ankle injury in the second quarter. 

“Yeah, it’s been a weird week,” Falk said. “A 
week ago, I was on the practice squad and then 
tonight I’m standing in front of you guys after 
playing in a game.” 

It certainly was an unexpected development, 
and sent the Jets into quite a quarterback quan¬ 
dary. New York will likely be in the market to sign 
another passer or two this week as it prepares to 
play at New England next Sunday. 

“We might have to,” Gase said, "because we’re 
down to one.” 

Darnold was diagnosed with mononucleosis 
last week and will likely miss several more games 
while recovering. That was the reason Siemian 
got the start against the Browns. But, his Jets 
debut ended painfully. 

Siemian threw a long incomplete pass to Ryan 
Griffin, but Cleveland’s Myles Garrett slammed 
into him and fell on top of him — and the 
Browns defensive end was penalized for roughing 
the passer. 

Siemian stayed down for several minutes 
as trainers attended to him on the field. The 
quarterback was able to get up under his own 
power, but very gingerly and with a limp. Fie was 
officially ruled out for the rest of the game when 
the second half began and was scheduled to 
have an MRI on Tuesday morning. 

— Dennis Waszak Jr. 
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Athletics’ streak ends 

Kansas City deals Oakland first loss 
in seven games » mlb, Page 26 




Parting shots 


Two coaches get digs in on officials 


By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

DENVER — Sean Payton found a 
way to get his dig in on the officials, 
and so did Vic Fangio. 

Walt Anderson’s crew denied New 
Orleans an 87-yard fumble return for 
a touchdown early in the Saints’ 27-9 
loss to the Rams on Sunday. 

Defensive end Trey Hendrickson 
knocked the ball from Jared Goff’s 
hand and Cameron Jordan scooped 



Fangio 


it up and headed for the opposite end 
zone, only to hear the officials mistak¬ 
enly rule it an incompletion and inex¬ 
plicably blowing the play dead. 

Because of the whistle, when the re¬ 
view showed it was a fumble, the Saints 
only got the ball at their 13. 

“When we get poor officiating or we 
get an awful call like that, we can’t con¬ 
trol that,” said Payton, whose team also 
was victimized by a bad call against the 
Rams in the NFC championship game 

SEE DIGS ON PAGE 30 



Rams quarterback Jared Goff sits on the field after being sacked and 
turning the ball over on a fumble. 
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